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LETTER L. 

DEAH sir, Frankfort. 

F'j'JSri^^NCE my return from Darmftadt, 
^ ^ the weather has been fo very bad> 
Sil^SjMi ^1^2^^ I j^j^^g paffed the time moflly 

at home. That I may obey your injunc- 
tions to write regularly at the ftated pe- 
riods, I will fend you the fubftance of a 
converfation I had within thefe few days 
with a foreigner, a man of letters, with 
Vol. II. B whom 
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whom I am in a coofukrable degree ol in* 
timacy* 

This gentleman has never been in Eng* 
land, but he fpeaks the language a little, 
underftands it very well, and has fludied 
many of our bcfl: Authors. He laid, 
that he had found in fome Englilh books, 
a folidity of reafoning, and a ftrength of 
expreffion, fuperior to any thing he had 
njet with elfewhere j — that the Engliflx 
hiftory furniflied examples of patriotifm 
and zeal for civil liberty, equal to what 
was recorded in the Greek or Iloman 
ftory; — that Englifh poetry difplayed a 
fnblimity of thought, and a knowledge of 
the human heart, which no writings, an- 
cient or i^odern, could furpafs; and in 
philofophy it was pretty generally allowed i 
that the Englifh nation had no rivali. — H« 
th^n mentioned the improvements made by 
Engliflimen in medicine a^d other artSt 

I their 
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t 

iheir fupci-ionty in navlgfttion^ cdnlmercet 
iand manufadures ; and even hinted fbititi* 
thing in praife of i few Englifh ftatefmed. 
He concluddd his panegyric by faying^ 
that thefe confiderations had given Him the 
higheft idl^ of the Englifh nation, dnd had 
kd hitti t6 ciihivate the acquaintance df 
^tnany Engliihrneri whom he had occafion^ 
ally met on their travels. But he frankly 
acknowledged, that his conneflion With 
thefe, had not contributed to fuppoirt the 
idea he had formed of their nation. 

As I had heard ffentiments of the faihd 
kind infinuated by others, I replied at fome 
length, obferving, that if he had lived in 
the moft brilliant period of Roman gran- 
deur, and had accidentally met with a Lw 
Romans in Greece or Afia, and had formed 

his opinion of that illuftrious common- 
wealth from the conduit .and converfation 
of thefe travellers, bis ideas 1?7ould, in alt 
|)robAbilityi have been very diflferent from 

B 2 thofe 
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thofc which the writings of Livy, Caefarf 
Cicero, and Virgil, had given him of the 
Roman people :— That the manners and 
behaviour of the few Englifh he might 
have met abroad, fo far from giving him a 
j uft view of the character of the whole 
natidn/ very poffibly had led him to falfe 
conclufions with regard to the chara&er of 
thofe very individuals. For that I myfelf 
had known many young Engliflimen, who, 
after having led a diflipated, infignificant 
kind of life while on their travels, and 
while the natural objeds of their ambition 
were at a diftance, had changed their con- 
duQ: entirely upon their return, applied to 
bufmefs as eagerly as they had formerly 
launched into extravagance, and had at 
length become very ufeful members of the 
community. 

Butt continued I, throwing this con* 
iideration out of the queftion, . the real 
charader of a people can only be difcover* 

ed 
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d by living among them on a familiar 
footingi und for a confiderable time. This 
is neceflary before we can form a juft idea 
of any nation; but perhaps more fo with 
refpe£t to the Englifh, than any other: for 
in no nation are the education, fentiments, 
and purfuits of thofe who travel, fo different 
from thofe of the people who remain at 
home. 

The firft clafs is compofed of a few in- 
valids, a great many young men raw from; 
the univerfity, and fome idle men of for-, 
tune, void of ambition, and incapable of 
application, who, every no«r and then, 
faunter through Europe, becaufe they 
know not hpw to employ their time at 
home. 

The fecond clafs is made up of younger 
brothers, who are bred to the army, navy, 
the law, and other profeflions ; — all who 
fcllow. commerce, are employed in manu- 

B 3 fadiures. 
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ftdureSi or farming; — and, in one word^ 
all whO) pot being born to iadependenC 
fortune$9 endeavour to r<smedy that incon- 
•ycniency by induftry, ^nd the cuhivatipa of 
their talents. 

England is the only couptry in Europe 
whofe inhabitants never leave it in fearch 
of fortune. There are, moderately fpeak- 
ingf twenty Frenchmen in London for 
every Englifliman at Paris. By far thq 
greater part of thofe Frenchmen travel to 
get money, and almoft all the Englifh tq 

fpend it. But we (hould certainly be le4 
into great errors, by forming an idea of 

the charafter of the French nation from 
that of the French fiddlers, dancing- maf^^ 

' ft ■ .. 

ters, dentifts, and valet-de-chambres to be 
pict with in England, oj: other parts of 
Europe. 

The gentleman acknowledged, that it 
would be unfair to decide oa the French 

chara^r 
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charader from that of their fiddlers add 
danci0g«-mafter8 ; but added, that he did 
Hot perceive that the Eoglilh could rea- 
ibnably tomplain, fhould foreigners form 
an opinion of their national charader frdtd 
the men of fortune, rank, and the moft 
liberal education df their ifland. 

I ^nfwered, they certainly wou|d> becaufe 
young men of high rank and great fortune 
carry a fet of ideas along with them from 
their infancy, which very often difappoint 
the purpofes of the beft education*— —Let 
a child of high rank be brought up with 
all the care and attention the moft judi- 
cious parentsand mafters can give ;-^let him 
be told, that perfonal qualities alone can 
make him truly refpedable; — that the 
fortuitous circumftances of birth and for* 
tune afford no juft foundation for efteem ; 
-^that knowledge and virtue are the true 
iburces* of honour and happinefd;-^that 
MJlencfs j>rodtt«cil vice and rnifery ; — .that 

P 4 without 
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ifvithout application he cannot acquire 
Jtnowledge ;— and . that without knowledge 
h? will dwindle into infignificance, in fpitc 

pfrank and fortune: -Let thefe things 

]be inculcated with all the power of per- 
fuafionj let them be illuftrated by ex-, 
ample^ and infinuated by fable and alle- 
gory ; — yet, do we not daily fee the efFeft 
of all this counteradled by the infinuations 
of fervants and bafe fycophants, who give 
an importance to far different qualities, 
and preach a much more agreeable doc-^ 
trine ? r 

They make eternal allufions in all their 
; ^ifcourfe and behaviour to the great eftatc 
the young fpark is one day to have, and the 
great man he muft be, independent of any 
cflfort of his own. They plainly infinuate, 
if they dp notdircfStly fay it, that ftudy and 
applipation, tho- proper enough for hofpital 
boys, is unnec^flary, or perhaps unbecoming 
fi man of fafjuion. They tall? with rapture 
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of the hounds, hunters, and race horfes of 
one great man ; of the rich liveries and bril- 
liant equipage of another; and how much 
both are loved and admired for their libera- 
lity to their fervants. They tell their young 
mafter, that his rank and eftate entitle him. 
to have finer hounds, horfes, liveries and 
equipage than either, and to be more liberal 
to his fervants; and confequently a greater 
man in every refpe£t. This kind of poi- 
fpn, being often poured upon the young 
fprouts of fortune and quality, gradually 
blafts the vigour of the plants, and render^ 
p\\ care and cultivation ineffedual. 

If we fuppofe that domeftics of another 
charader could be placed about a boy of 
high rank, and every meafure taken to in- 
fpirehim with other fentiments ; he cannot 
ftir abroad, he cannot go into company 
without perceiving his own importance, 
and the attention that is paid to him. His 
phildi{h pranks are called fpirite^ adions ; 

his 
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iib pert fpeecbes are converted into hon 
motj 5, and when reproved or puniihed by 
hn parent or mailer, ten to one but fome 
pbfequious intermeddler will tell him that 
he has fuflfered great injufiice. 

The youth, improving all this to the pur- 
pofes of indolence and vanity^ arrives at 
length at the comfortable perfuafion, that 
ftudy or application of any kind would in 
him be fuperfluous; — th^t he ought only 
to feek amufement, for, at the bleiTed age of 
twenty-one, diftindtion, deference, admi- 
ration} and all other good things will b^ 
added unto hin^. 

A young man, on the other hand, whq 
is born to no fuch expedations, has no fy- 
cophants around him to pervert his under- 
ftanding ; — when he behaves improperly, he 
jnftantly fees the marks of difapprobatioq 
on every countenance: — He daily meets 
with people who inform him of his faults 
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without ceremony or circumlocution.'— Hf 
perceives th^t nobody jcare; for his bad hu- 
mour or capricCi^ and very ps^turally con- 
cludes tha|t he had beft corred his temper. 
X — ^He finds that he is apt to be neglecfted in 
companyi anf( that the only remedy for this 
jnconveniency will be the rendering himfelf 
agreeable.: — rHe Ipves affluence, diftinQion, 
and admiration, as well as the rich and 
great; but becomes fully convinced that he 
can never obtain even the fliadow of them» 
Other wife than by ufeful and ornamental 
Requirements. The truth of tbofe precepts^ 
?vhich is proved by rhetoric and fyllogifm 
^o the boy of fortune, is experiment- 
ally felt by him who has no fortune ; and 
the difference which this makes, is in- 
finite. 

So that the Ion of a gentleman of mo- 
derate fortune has a probability of knowing 
piore of the world at the age of fixteen, and 
pf haying a jufter notion of people's fenti- 

ments 
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mcDts of hrm, than a youth of very high • 
rank at a much more advanced age; for it 
is very difficult for any perfon to find out 
that he is defpifed while he continues to be 
flattered. 

So .far, therefore, from being furprifed 
that diffipation, weaknefs and ignorance, 
are fo prevalent among thofe who are born' 
to great fortunes and high rank, we ought 
to be aftoniflied to fee fo great a number of 
men of virtue, diligence and genius among 
them as there is. And if the number be 
proportion ably greater in England than in 
any other country, which 1 believe is the 
cafe, this muft proceed from the impartial 
difcipline of our public fchools ; and the 

equitable treatment which boys of the 
greateft rank receive from their comrades. 
Sometimes the natural, manly fentiments 
they acquire from their fchool companions, 
ferve as an antidote againft thechildifli,/o-. 
phiftical notions with which weak or de^ 

fignin^ 
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figniQg men eadeavour to iafpire them ia 
after-life^ . 

, The nature of the Britifh conftitution 

• .' » ■ - ' 

contributes alfo to form a greater number of 
men of talents among the wealthy and the 
great, than are to be found in other coun- 
tries; becaufe it opens a wider field for am- 
bition than any other government j — and 
ambition excites thofe exertions which pro- 
duce talents. 

But, continued I, you mufl: acknowledge 
that it would be improper to form a judg- 
ment of the Engliih genius, by famples 
taken from men who have greater tempta- 
tions to indolence, and fewer fpurs to ap- 
plication than others* 

My difputant ftill contefted the point, and 
aflferted, that high birth gave a native dig- 
.nity and elevation to the mind; — that di- 
iiiai^ions and honours were originally in- 
troduced 
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'loduced into families by eminent abilities 
and great virtues ; — that when a man of il- 
luftrious birth came into a company, or 
even when his name was mentioned^ this 
naturally raifed a recolleSion of the great 
adions and ibining qualities of the eminent 
perfon who had firft acquired thofe ho^ 
nours ; — that a confcioufnefs ef this muflr 
naturally ftimulate the prefent poflcflbr to 
imitate the virtues of his anceftors ; — that 
his degenerating would fubjed him to the 
higheft degree of cenfure^ as the world 
could not, without indignation, behold in- 
dolence and vice adorned with the rewards 
of adivity and virtue. 

I might havedifputed this affertion, that 
honours and titles are always the rewards of 
virtue; and could have produced abundance 
of inftances of the oppofite propofuioa« But 
I allowed that they often were fo, and that 
hereditary honours in a family. always o^ght 

to 
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tQlia¥e,,and fometimes had, the tScOi which 

he fuppofed : but thefe conceiGons bekig 

made in their fullefl: extent, flill he would 

do injufiice to the EngUib, bj forming ^ 

judgment of xhw national charaO:ery froia 

w^t he h^d obferved of the tempeir, m»Q^ 

nvh apd. genius of thofe Engliihaiea with 

whom he had been acqu£^inted ia foreign 

countries ; becaufe three-rfpurths of thence 

were, in all probability^ tnen of fortune, 

without hairing family or high birth to boaft 

of; ib that they had the greateft induce** 

mentd to indolenee, without polfeffing the 

inotiTca to Tirtuous exertions, which* ia- 

fiuence people of high raivk.— -For, though 

it rarely happened in other countries, it was 

very common in England for men of all the 

various profeilions and trades to accumulate 

very great fortunes, which, at their death, 

falling to their fons, thefe young oien, 

without having had a fuitable education, 

immediately fet up for gentlemen, and run 

over Europe in the charaders of Milords 

Angloi^, 
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Aoglois, game, purchafe pidures^ muti-^ 
lated ftatues, and miflreiTcs^ to the aflonifh* 
ment of all beholders : And, confcious o£ 
the blot in their efcutcheon^ they think it 
is incumbent on them to wafh it out, and 
make up for the impurity of their blood, 
by plunging deeper into the ocean of ex- 
trairagance than isr necefTary for a man ot 
hereditary fafhion. 

Here our conver&tion ended, and the 
gentlettan promifed that he would abide by 
the idea he had formed of the Engliih na- 
tion, from the works of Milton, Locke> and 
Newton, and the charaders of Raleigii> 
Hambden^ and Sidney* 



. f . 
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LETTER LI. 
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.:.*'■ Prankfart. 

A S*0'N^ the remarfcilire things in 
Fi'ahkfbft the inns may be rjeckoned. 
rWo in particular, the Emperor and the 
Ffed Houft, fbf cleanliiiefsy conveniency, 
and^ number dfapartment'Sf are fupefior to 
an.y -r ever faw on the continent, and vie 
With our moA' magnificent inns in Eng- 
laiidl 

At thefe, as at all other inns in Germany 
and Switzerland, there is an ordinary, at 
which the ftran^ers may dine and fup. This 
isr called the Table d'H6te, from the cir- 
cumOance of the landlord's fitting at the 
bottom of the table, and carving the viduals. 
The fame name for an ordinary is ftill re* 
tained in France, tho* the landlord does not 

-VoL^II. C fit 
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fit at the table, which was the cafe former- 
ly in that country, and flill is the cuflom 
in Germany. 

' ; . ■ ■ .• 

m 

There are no private lodgings to be had 
here> as in London, nor any hptels garnis as 

in Paris. Strangers therefore retain apart- 
ments at the inn during the whole time ''of 
their refidence in any of the towns. And^^ 
travellers of every denomination in thiff": 
country, under the rank of fovereign prin- 
ces j make no fcruple of eatiqg occafionally • 
at the Table d'Hote of the ixm wjiere they 
lodge, which cuflom is univerfally followed ; 
by ftrangers from every country on the 
continent of Europe. 

Many of our countrymen, however, who 
defpife oeconomy, and hate the company of 
ftrangers, prefer eating in their own apart* 
ments to the Table d'Hote, or any private 
table to which they may be invited. 

ft 
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It would be arrogance in any body to 3if- 
pute the right which every free-born Eng^ 
lifhman has to follow his own inclination 
in this particular: Yet when people wifli to 
avoid the company of ftrangers, it ftrikes 
me, that they might indulge their fancy as 
completely at home as abroad ; and while 
they continue in that humour^ I cannot 
help thinking that they might fave them- 
felves the inconveniency and expence of 
travelling. 



The manners and genius of nation§, it is 
true, are not to be learnt at inns ; nor is 
the mod felefl: company to be found at pub- 
lic ordinaries ; yet a perfon of obfervation, 
and who is fond of the ftudy of charafter, 
will fometimes find inftrudlion and enter- 
tainment at both. He there fees the inha- 
bitants of the country on a lefs ceremonious 
footing than he can elfewhere, and hears 
the remarks of travellers of every degree. 

C 2 The 
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The firft care of a traveller certainly 
Iliould be, to form an acquaintance and &mc 
degree of intimacy with the principal peo- 
ple in every place where he intends to re-* 
fide j-r-to accept invitations to their family 
parties, and attend their focieties j — to en- 
tertain them at his apartments, when that 
€an- be conveniently done, and endeavour ta 
acquire a juft notion of their government, 
cufloms, fentiments, and manner of living.' 
— Thofe who are fond of the ftudy of man, 
which, with all due deference to the philo- 
fcfpbers who prefer that of beaftsj birds afid 
butterflies, is alfo a pardonal^e amnfement, 
Tvill mix occafionally with all degrees! of 
people, and, when not otherwife engaged, 
will not fcruple to take ^ feat at the Table 
d'Hotc. 

It is faid that, low people are fometime^ 
to be found at thefe ordinaries. This to be 
fure is a weighty objeftion ; but then it 
fliould be remembered, that it is witliin the 

bounds 
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bounds of poffibility that mea> even cngage4 
in icosnivecce» may have liberal minds, and 
may be able tDjgive ae diftin£i: accounts of 
what is worthy of obfervation, as if they 
had been as idle as people of the higheft 
faihion through the whole of their lives. 
A man muft have a very turgid idea of his 
own granj^eur, if he cannot fubmit, in a 
foreign country, to dine at table with ar 
perfon of inferior rank» efpecially as he, 
will meetf at the fame time, with others of 
equal, or fuperior rank to himfelf : For all 
etiquette of this nature is waved even in 
Germany at the Tables d' Hotes. 



A knowledge of the charaders of men, 
ag they appear varied in different fituations 
and countries;— the fludy of human nature 
indeed in all its forms and modifications, is 
highly interefting to the mind, and worthy 
the attention of the greateft man. This is 
not to be perfedly attained in courts and 

C 3 palaces. 
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palaces. The invefligator of nature muft 
rifit her in humbler life, and put himfelf* 
on a level with the men whom he wifhes 
to know. 



•> 



It is generally found, that thofe who pof- 
fefs real greatnefs of mind, never hefitate 
to overleap the obftacles, and defpife the 
forms, which may ftand in the way of their 

acquiring this ufeful knowledge. 

The moft powerful of all arguments 
againft entirely declining to appear at the 
public table of the inn, is, that in this 
country it is cuftomary for the ladies them- 
felves, when on a journey, to eat there; and 
my partiality for the Table d'PIote may 
poffibly be owing in fome degree to my 
having met, at one of them, with two of 
the handfomeft women that I have (ecn 
fince I have been in this country, which 
abounds in female beauty. 

Tkeie 
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There is more expreffion in the counte- 
nances of French women; but the ladies ia 
Germany have thendvantagfe in the fairnefs 
of their fkin, and the bloom of their com- 
plexion. They have a greater refemblance 
to Englifh women than to French ; yet they 
differ confiderably from them both. — ^I do 
not know how to give an idea of the vari- 
ous {hades of expreilioni which, if I miftake 
not, I can diftinguifh it\ the features of the 
fex in thefe three countries, 

A handfome French woman, befides 
the eafe of her manner, has commonly a 
look of cheerfulnefs and great vivacity. — 
She appears willing to be acquainted with 
you, and feems to expert that you fhould 
addrefs her. 

The manner of an Englifh woman is 
not fo devoid of reflraint ; and a flranger, 
efpecially if he be a foreigner, may ob- 

ferve a look which borders on difdain in 

C 4 her 
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her countenance. Even among the lovdiefl 
features, fomething of a fulky air ofteo 
appear^. While their b.eauty aUwjes, lb4« 
in fpme degree checks thiit freedom of a^^ 
drefs which you might ufe to tjke Fr^ocjbL? 
jyoman, and interefts your vanicy moret by 
giving the idea of the difficulties you have 
to conquer. 

A German beauty, without the fmart 

air of the one, or the referve of the other, 

has generally i more placid look than 
either. 
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LETTER LIL 



FraDkfort. 

qEVERAL individuals here are fond of 
^ diftiaguifhing thcmfclves by their pafr 
fion for the fine arts, and Grangers are in*' 
formed, that it is well worth while to viiic 
certain private coUeflions of paintings which 
are to be feen at Frankfort. 

You know I am no connoiflcur ; and if 
I were, (hould not take up your time in 
defcribing them, or giving a criticifm on 
their fubjedt. For thoughthave feen them,^ 
you have not; and^othing, in my opinion, 
can be more unintelligible and tirefome to 
the Reader, than criticifms on paintings 
which he has not feen. I fhall only ob- 
ferve, that as all thefe colledions have ac« 
guired the cfleern and approbation of tho 

proprietors^ 
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proprietors, which I prefume was the chief 
end of their creation, they are certainly ia- 
titled to refped from every unconcerned 

fpeClator. One of them in particular 

mufl: be very valuable» on account of the 
prodigious fum of money which the pre- 
fent poflefTor wak offered for it, and which 
he refufed as inadequate to its wortbr ; 
though the fum offered would have at once 
made the gentleman eafy in his circum* 
fiances, which I am forry to fay, is far 
from being the cafe. This anecdote can- 
not be doubted, for I had it from his owu 
mouth, 

* It is ftill more the faftiion here to form 
cabinets of natural curiofities, Befides the 
repofitorics of this kind, which are to be 

fcen at the courts of the princes, many in- 

■ 

^ividuals all over Germany have Mufeums 
in their honfes, and ftrangers cannot pay 
their court better, than by requefting per- 

* « 

niijSion to fee them. This' would be an 

' 4 eafy 
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eafy piece of poUtenefs, if the ftranger were 
allowed to take a view, and walk away 
when he thought proper. But the mif- 
fortune is, that the proprietor attends on 
thefe occafions, and gives the hiftory of 
every piece of ore, petrifaSiori, foffil-wood^ 
and monfter that is in the colledion. And 
as this lediure is given gratis, he aflumes 
the right of making it as long as he pleafes: 
fo that requefting a fight of a private col- 
le£tion of natural curiofities, is a more 
ferious matter than people are aware o£ 

. The Duke of Hamilton has brought him- 
felf into a fcrape, out of which I imagine 
it will be difficult to extricate him. Being 
unacquainted with the trouble which thefe 
gentlemen give themfelves on fuch occa- 
flons, he has exprefled an inclination to 
three or four virtuofi to fee their cabinets. 
I attended him on his firft vifitation yefter- 
day. Tlie gentleman made an unufual 
exertion to pleafe his Grace. He faid, be- 
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ing fully convinced of his tafte for natural 
philcfophy, in, which people of his high 
rank were never deficient^ he would there- 
fore take plcafure to explain every particu* 
lar in the colle&ion with the greateft deli^ 
beration. He had kepchimfelf difengaged 
the whole forenoon on purpofe, and haid 
given orders not to be interrupted. He 
then deicanted on each particular in th6 
colledion, with fuch minutenefs and perfe- 
verance, as completely fatiated Hiis Grace*i 
curiofity) and gave him fuch a knowledge 
of earths, cryftals, agates, pyrites, mar- 
cafites, petrifadions, metals, femi metals, 
&c. &c. as will, I dare fwear, ferve him 
for the reft of his life. 



■*«*i«M««P«ik|i*iHM-f-«i 



I began this letter at Frankfort, not fuf^ 
peding that our departure would be fo fud-* 
den. But as the day approached on which 
vre had been promifed the fight of 4nother 

t cabinet 
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cabioet of curiofitiest I found the Duke's 

impatience to be gouc increafe every mo* 
ment. So fending our apology to the pro* 
jprietors of two or three which he had a&ed 
permi£[ibn to vifiti we pafled one day 
with Madame de Barkhaufe's family, and 
another with Mr. Gogle's, and then bid- 
diiig a hafty adieu to our other acquaint- 
ances at Frankfort, we fet out for this 
place. We flept the firft night at Mar- 
burg, and on the fecond, about tnidnight, 
arrived at CaffeL 

. Aathe ground i& qui tQ covered with fnoWf 
the roads, b^^d^ and the pofis long, we were 
obliged to take fix; horfe^ for each chaifey 
whicb^ after alU in^ fome, places moved no 
fafter than a couple of hearfes., The Duke 
bore this with wonderful ferenity, con* 
t^mplating tht happy evafton he had made 
fiorh the cabinets at Frankfort, A ^flave 
tKhoSiad efeap^d from the mines coiild not. 
have^own greater fatisfadioo. His good 

humour 
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humour remained proof againft all the 
phlegm and obftinacy of the German poftil-? 
lions, of which one who has not travelled 
in the extremity of the winter, and when 
the roads are covered with fnow, through 
this country, can form no idea. 

The contraft of character between the 
French and Germans is ftrongly illuftrated 
in the. behaviour of the poftillions of the 

two countries* 

A French poftillion is generally either 
laughing, or fretting, or finging, or fwcar- 
ing) all the time he is on the road. If a. 
hill or a bad road oblige him to go flow, 
he v\rill of a fudden fall a cracking his whip 
above his head for a quarter of an hour to^ 
gethcr, without rhyme or reafon ; for he 
knows the horfes cannot go a bit fafter, and 
he does not intend they fhould. All this 
noife and emotion, therefore, means nothing; 
and proceeds entirely from that abhorrence / 

of 
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of quiet which every Frenchrftan fucks ih 
Vfiih his mother's tnilk. 

, A Germaa poftillionj on. the contrary^ 
drives four horfes with all poffible tranquil- 
lity. He neither fings, nor frets, nor 
laughs : he only fmokes ; — and when he 
comes near a narrow defile, he founds his 
trumpet to prevent any carriage from enter- ' 
ing at the other end till he has got throiugh. 
If you call to him to go fafter, he turns 
about, lopks you in the fac?, takes. his pipe 
from his mouth, and fays. Yaw, Mynheer ; 
—yaw, yaw j ajqd then proceeds exaflly in 
the fame pace atf before. He is ho way af- 
fe£ted whether the road be good or bad ; 
whether it rains,* 6r (hines,' or fnows :— 
And lie feems to be totally regardlefs of the 
people whom he drives, and equally callous 
to their reproach or applaufe. He has one 
objedl of which he never lofes fight, which 
is, to conduA your chaife and the contents 
from one poft to another, in the manner 
• he 
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he thinks beft for himfelf and the horfes; 
And unlefs his pipe goes out (in which cafe 
he flrikes his flint and rekindles it), he 
feems not to have another idea during the 
whole journey. 

Your beft courfe is to let him take his 

ft 

own way at firft, for it will come to thatrftt 
laft.— All your noife and blufter are vain* 

Non vultus inftantis tyranni 
Mentc quatit folidaj nequcAufter 
Dux inquieti turbidus Adrian 
Nee fulittinantis magna Jovis manus *• 



• f I ■ 



Not the proud tyrant's fierceft tlire«t» 
Nor dorms, that from their dark retreat 

The lawlefs furges wake ; 
Not Jove^ dread bolt that (hakes iki» pole> 
The firmer pdrpofe of his foal. 

With all its power can (hake. 

BLACKLOda& 
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LETTER LIII. 



CtfTeU 



'Tp H £ iattention and civilities which arc 
, paid to the Duke of Hamiltoa by this 
court, have induced us to remain longer 
than we intended at our arrival. 

As you feem curious to know hoW we 
pafs our time, and the ftyle of living herc^ 
I (hall give you a Iketch of one day, which, 
with little variation, may give you an idea 
of all the reft* 

We generally employ the morning and 
forenpon in ftudy. We go to the palace 
about half an hour before dinner is ferved, 
where we find all the oflScers, who have 
been invited, aflembled in a large room. 
The Landgrave foon appears, and conti- 

Vol. II. P nues 
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nues converfing with the company till hfaf 
confort arrives with the princefs CharlottCf 
and fuch ladies as they have though^ pro- 
per to invite. 



The company then walk to the dining 
parlour, where there are about thirty co- 
vers every day, and the fame" number in a 
room adjoining. The doors being left open 
between thefe apartments, the whole forms 
in a manner but one company. The ftran- 
gers, and fuch officers as are not under the 
rank of colonel, dine at their Highneflfea 

table. 

The repaft continues about two hours, 
during which the converfation is carried 
on with fome little appearance of con- 
ftraint, arid rather in a low voice, except 
when either of their Highnefles fpeaks to- 
any perfon feated at a little diilance. 

After 
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After dinner the company returns to the 
room where they firfl afTembled. In this 
they remain till the Landgrave retiresi 
ivhich he ufually does within about a quar-» 
ter of an hour. Soon after, the company 
feparates till feven in the evening, when 
they again affemble. 

The Landgrave plays conftantly at Ca* 
vatliolle, a kind of lottery, where no ad- 
drefs or attention is requifite, and which 
needs hardly interrupt converfation. It 
requires about a dozen players to make his 
party. 

The Landgravine plays at Quadrille, and 
choofes her own party every night. — Other 
card-tables are fet in the adjoining rooms, 
for the conveniency of any who choofe to 
play. The gaming continues about a cou- 
ple of hours. The Landgrave then falutes 
her Highnefs on both cheeks, and retires 

Da to 



^ ! 
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to hi^ own apartments, while (he and thd 
reft of the company go to fupper. At thii 
repaft there is lefs formality, and of con- 
fequence more eafe and gaiety, tham at 
dinnen 

When her Highnefs rifes from tables 
moft part of the company attend her up 
flairs to a fpacious anti-chamber, where £he 

remains converfing a few minutes, and 
then retires. 

_, .' • 

Thefe general forms are fometimes va- 
ried by a concert in the Landgrave's apart- 
ments. There are alfo certain days of 
Gala, which are only diftinguiflied by the 
company's being more numerous, and bed- 
ter drefled, than ufual : two circumftances 
which do not add a vaft deal to the pleafure 
of the entertainment. 

During the Carnival, there were two bi 
three mafqufirades. On thefe occaffons the 

coar( 
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cqurt aflemble about Gx in the evening, the 

men being all in Dominos, and the ladies 
iri their ufual drefs, or with the addition 
q{ a few fanciful ornaments, according tQ 
the particular tafte of each. 

They amufe themfelves with cards an4 
Qonyerfation till the hour of fuppen Dur- 
ing this interval, a gentleman of the court 
carries a parcel of tickets in his hat, equal 
to the number of men in company. Thefc 
are prefented to the ladies, each of whom 
draws one. Tickets in the fame mannef 
are prefented to the men, who take one a* 
piece, which they keep tjll the card-playing 
)$ finifhed. 



The ofHcer then calls number One, up^ 
pn which the couple who are poflefled of 
that number come forward, and the gen- 
tleman leads the lady into the fupper* 
room, fits by her, and is her partner for 

P 3 tl^e 
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the reft of the evening. In the fame n^aq* 
ner every other Number is called. 



After fupper, all the company put on, 
their ma(ks. Her Highnefs is led into 
the mafquerade room. The reft follow, 
each lady being handed by her partner. 
The Landgravine and her partner walk tq 
the upper end of the room- — The next 
couple ftop at a fmall diftance below 
them ; the third, ne>5t to the fecond, and 
fo on till this double file reaches from the 
top to the bottom of the hall. If there 
are any fupernumeraries, they muft retire 
to the fides. — ^From this j^rrangement you 
expe£t a country dance : — a minuet how- 
ever is intended : — the mufic begins,' and 
all the malkers on the floor, confifting of 
twenty or thirty couple, walk a minuet 
together. This, which is rather a con- 
fufed affair, being over, every body fits 
down, the Landgravine excepted, who. 

generally 
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generally dances nine or ten minuets fuc* 

cef&veljr with as many diflFerent gentlemeoji 
She then takes her feat till the reft of the 
company have danced minuets, which being 
over, the cotillons" and country-dances be- 
gin, and continue till four or five in the 
morning. 

Her Highnefs is a very beautiful woman, 
graceful in her perfon^ and of a gay and 
fprightly chara^er. She is in danger of 
growing corpulent, an inconveniency not 
uncommon in Germany, but which fhe 
endeavours to retard by ufmg a great deal 
of exercife. 

Befides the company who fup at court, 
the rooms were generally crowded with 
mafks from the town, fome of whom are 
in fancy-dreffes, and keep themfelves con- 
cealed all the time. And although thofe 
who came from the court are known 
when they enter the mafquerade rooms, 

D 4 many 
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jnany of them flip out afterwards, change 
their drefs, and return to amufe them* 
felves, by teafing their friends in theif 
alTumed chara^ers, ^s is ufual at maf« 

querades, 

■ 

The country-dances arc compofcd of all 
perfons promifcuoufly, who incline to joiij 

in them. — Two women of plf^afure, who 

had come to pafs the Carnival at Caflel in 

the exercife of their profeflion, and were 
well known to many of the ofHcers^ danced 
every mafquerade night in the country, 
dance, which her Highnefs led down j for 
the raafk annihilates ceremony, puts every 
body on a footing, and not unfrequently, 
while it conceals the face moft efFeduallyj^ 
ferves fo much the more to difcover the rea^ 
charader and inclinations of the wearer. 
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TVTEXT to the Eledors of the Empire^ 
"** ^ the Landgrave of Hefle Caflcl is one 
of the greateft Princes in Germany ; and 
even of thofe, the ele^ors of Bohemia, 
Bavaria, Saxony, and Hanover, only are 
richer and more powerful than he. His 
country is in general hilly, with a greafe 
deal of wood, but interfperfed with fertile 
Tallies and corn fields. The large fubfidies 

this court received from Britain during the 
two laft wars, with what is given in the 
time of peace, by way of retaining fee, have 
greatly contributed to the prefeht flourifli- 
|ng (iate of its finances. 
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The reigning Prince forfook the Pro- 
teftant faith about twenty years ago, and 
made a public profeflion of the Roman 
Catholic religion, in the lifetime of the 
late Landgrave, his father. This gave 
great uneafmefs to the old Prince, and 
alarmed his fubjeds, who are all Pro- 
tcftapts. 



The ftates of the Landgraviate were af- 
fembled oh this important occafion, and 
fuch meafures taken as were judged necef- 
lary to maintain the religion and conftitu-* 
tion of the country againft any future at- 
tempt to fubvert them. The Hereditajy 
Prince was excluded from all fhare in the 
education of his fons, who were put under 
the tuition of the Princefs Mary of Great 
Britain, his firft wife, living at that time 
feparate from her hufband. The eldeft 
fon, upon his father's acceffion to the 
Landgraviate, was put in poffeffion of the 

counter 
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eounty of Hanau ; fo that the inhabitants 
have felt no ineonveniency from the change 
of their Prince-s religion. And aa he 
himfelf has reaped no earthly advantage* 
either in point of honour or profit, by his 
converfion, it is prefumable, that his High- 
nefs's hopes are now limited to the rewards 
which may await him in another world. 

This Prince keeps on foot 16000 meot 
in time of peace, difciplined according to 
the PrufSan plan, the Landgrave himfelf 
having the rank of Field Marlhal in the 
Pruffian army. The Prince is fond of 
exercifing them ; but not having a houfe 
on purpofe, as the Prince of Hefle Darm- 
fiadt has, he takes that amtifement when 
the weather is very bad in the dining- 
room of his palace, where I have fre- 
quently feen two or three hundred of the 
firft battalion of guards perform their 

pianoeuvres with all poffible dexterity. 

The 
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The Prinpe of Saxe-Gotha, brothei: tQ 
the Jftte Princefs of Wales, has a regiment 
)0 the Landgrave's fervice, and refides at 
Paflel, 



The perfon who has the chief maragc- 

piept in military affairs, is General ScU- 

• • . • 

vcn, a man of an exceeding juft and ap- 
evirate underftanding, which he has finely 
cultivated by reading and reflection. 



I Jiave the happinefs to be intimately 
ficqviainted with many other officers in thi§ 
fervice. — An open manner, and undefign- 
ing civility, diftinguiflh the German charac- 
terj qualities which naturally banifh re* 
fcrv^, and infpire confidence. And what 
makes the cpnverfation of thefe gentlemen 
ftill- more agreeable and interefting to me, 
is the juftice they feem fond of rendering 

■ ' • 

to the bravery of the Britifii troops with 
^hqm they ferved. They always mention 

the 
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iHe names of Granby, Waldgrai^d, atid 
Kingiley, with the highefl: eiicomiumii) 
and fpeak with affediodate regard of fothi^ 
officers with whom tKey tvere tnorfe iil« 
fimately acquainted^ jparticiilarly Mr. Keith, 
how at Vienna, and Coldiiel John Maka 
\frclU ^hom they applaud as one of the 
braveft atid mott adlve offiters that ferved 
in the allied army ; dnd feem fond of riieh^^ 
tioning inftances of the amazing intrepiditjr 
of the Britifti grenadiers whom he coih* 
nianded. 

Befides thofe adually in the Latidgrive*9 
fervice, there are fome other perfons of 
note who refide at Caflel. .1 fometimes 
pafs an afternoon with old General Zaftrbwj 
who had the command of the garrifon df 
Schwcidnitz, when it was furprifed by the 
Auftrian general Laudohn* 

If yoii recoiled that importaht placJf 
iiad been taken from the Pruffiatis In the 
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year 175'* by Count Nadafti. It wis 
blockaded by the King of Pruflia in the 
winter of that fame year, and furrendered 
to him in fpring 1758, after one half of 
the garrifon had fallen in defending the 
place. In the year 1761, Laudohn retook 
it almoft in fight of the Pruffian monarchy 
hj the mod brilliant coup-de-raain that 
perhaps ever was ftruck. 

The King's army and Laudohn's were 
both in the neighbourhood of Schweid-* 
nitz. The latter could not attempt a re- 
gular fiege, while he was watched by fuch 
tn enterprifing enemy. But obferving that 
the King had moved at a greater diftance 

than ufual from the town, and knowing 
that more than one half of the garrifon had 
been drafted, he refolved on an enterprife 
ts bold as it was fagacious. One morning 
early this vigilant commander, raking the 
advantage of a thick fog, marched his army 

to 
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to the town of Schweidnitz ia four 
divifions. Scaling ladders were applied 
to the ramparts, and fome of the Auf- 
trians had a&ually entered the town^ 
before they were obferved by the cen- 
tiQels. 



The garrifon, being at laft roufed, at- 
tacked the aifailants in a furious man« 
ner. — ^^The confufion was increafed by 
the blowing up of a powder magazine, 
which deftroyed great numbers on both 

fides. The Governor was taken prifoner, 
fighting fword in hand on the ramparts, 
and the town furrendered. 

This exploit eftablifhed the reputation of 
Laudohn, while poor Zaftrow, according 
to the ufual fate of the unfortunate, be- 
came a prey to the calumny of the unfeel- 
ing and ungenerous. He demanded a trial 
by a court martial. — The King faid there 

2 was 
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^a$ no occafioQ for that, as he did not aci^ 
Gufe him of any crime. — But he did not 
judge it expedient to employ him in any 
command after this misfortune. 



I have heard the old man relate all the 
particulars of that affair, and the account 

he gave has been confirmed to me by 
pflBcers well informed, and unconnedled 
with him. 



A company of French comedians are 
lately arrived here, which forms a new 
refource for the court. They remain fix 
weeks, or two months. The I^andgravc 

pays them a ftipulated fum for adling twice 
a week during that time ; and they have 
fcarcely any emolument befide; for the 
jahabitants of CafFel, who are Calvinifts, 
(hew no great paflion for dramatic enter- 
tainments. 

The 
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The playhoufe is ncat> . though fmall. 
The front gallery, with a convenient room 
behind, is appropriated to the court. 
When the Prince or Princefs ftands up, 
whether between the ads, or in the time 
of the reprefentation, all the audience, pit, 
box, and gallery, immediately arife, and 
remain in a ftanding pofturc till their fove^- 
reign fit down* 

Since the artival of thefe players, th^ 
court has been uncommonly brilliant, and 
the Gala days more frequent. Yefterday 
was a very fplendid one. I then obferved 
in the drawing-room two perfons, neither 
of whom is a Heffian, faluting each other 
with great politenefs and apparent re- 
gard, A little after, one of them touched 
my fhoulder, and, pointing to the other, 
whifpered in my ear, — Prenez garde, Mon- 

fieur, de cet homme j c'eft un grand co-^ 

» 

quin« 

Vol. IL E The 
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The other within a few minutes came 
to me, faying, Croyfez vous, Monfieur, que 
vouz puiffiez reconnoitre un fou fi je vous 
Ic montrois ? — Le voil^, added he, Ihowing 

the perfon who had whifpered me before. 

I have been iince told, by thofe who 
know both, that each had hit exadly upon 
the othcr*s charader. 

This little trait I have mentioned merely 
on account of its fingularity, and to fhow 
you how very different the manners of this 
court, and the fentiments of the courtiers 
here with regard to each other, are from 

thofe at St. James 's^ 



MANNERS IN FRANCE, kc. ^t 



LETTER LV^ 



CaiTel. 



rr\ H E city of Caflel is fituated on the 
•*• river Fulda. It confifts of aa old an4 

new town. The former is the largeft and 
inoft irregular. The new town is well 
built ; and there, as you may believe, the 
nobility and officers of the court have their 
houfes. The ftreets are beautiful, but not 
over-crowded with inhabitants^ 

Bcfides the large chateau in the town o£ 
Caffel, which is the Landgrave's winter 
rcfidence, he has fcveral villas and caftlcs 
in different parts of his dominions. Imme- 
diately without the town, there is a very 
beautiful building, in which he dwells for 
the moft part of the fummer. The apart- 

E 2 ments 



i 
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ments there are neat and commodious, fome 
of them adorned with antique ftatues of 
confiderable value. 

None of the rooms are fpacious enough 
to admit of exercifing any confiderable 
number of the troops within their walls; 

§ 

but his Highnefs fometimes indulges in 
this favourite recreation on the top of this 
villa, which has a flat roof, moft convenient 
for that purpofe. 

■ 

Around this are fome noble parks and 
gardens, with a very complete orangery. 
There is alfo a menagerie, with a confi* 
derable colledion of curious animals. I 
faw there a very fine lionefs, which has 
lately loft her hufband — an elephant — three 
camels in fine condition, one of them milk- 
white, the other two grey, and much 
taller than the elephant; — an African deer, 
a fierce and lively animal, with a fkin beau- 
tifully 



•I 
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tifully fpotted ; a very tall rain-deer — fe- 
veral leopards — a bear, and a great variety 
of monkies. The colledtion of birds is 
ftill more complete, a great many of which 
jire from the. Eaft Ipdies. 

In the academy of arts, which is fituat- 
ed in the new. town, are fome valuable an- 
tiques, and other curiofities, among which 
is a St. John in Mofaic,'done after a pidure 
of Raphael's, with the following infcription 
below it ; 

IMAGINEM S. JOHANNES 

EX ITALIA ADVENAM 

IN RARUM RARiE INDUSTRIiE HUM ANiE MONUMENTUM 

HANG CQLLOCARI JU5SIT 
EREDERICUS II. HASSI/E LANDGR. 

. A. M.D.CCLXV. 

^ 

But this art of copying paintings in Mo- 
faic work, I underftand has' of late been 
brought to a much greater degree of per- 

fedion at Rome. 

/» 

E 3 In 
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In the veftibule is placed the trunk of a 
laurel tree, with this infcription on the 
wall behind it: 

PER OCTO PRINCIPUM CATTORUM ^TATIS 
IN AMiENIS INCLYTI CA5SEL. 

VIRIDARU SPATIAM FLORUIT 

LAURUS 

ALT. CIRCITER LIV. LAT. IV. PED. RHENAN. 

AD TEMPORA HEROUM 

SERENISS. DOMUS UASSIM 

CORONIS CINGENDA, 

SENIO, SED NON IMPLORIS, EMORTUA EST 

NE VERO TOTA PERIRET 

ARBOR APOLLINI SACRA 

TRUNCUM IN MUSEO SERVARI JUSSIT 

FREDERICUS II. H. L. 

A. M.D.CCLXm, 

They alfo fhow a fword, which was 
confecrated by the Pope, and fcnt to one 
of the Princes of this family at his fetting 
out on an expedition to the Holy Land* 
What havoc this facred weapon made 

among the infidels I cannot fay.— It has a 

very 
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very venerable appearance for a fword, and 
yet feems little the worfe for wear. 

Near the old chateau, and a little to one 
fide, is a colonnade of fmall pillars lately 
built, and intended as an ornament to the 
ancient caftle, though in a very different 
ftyle of architedure. The flimpefs of their 
form appears the more remarkable on 
account of their vicinity to this Gothic 
ftruQure. 

Some time fmce, a mountebank came to 
Caffel, who, befides many other wonder* 
ful feats^ pretended that he could fwallow 
and digeft ftones. A Heilian officer walk- 
ing before the chateau with an Englifti 
gentleman, who then happened to be at 
Caffel, afked him. What he thought of 
the fine new colonnade? — It is very fine in- 
deed^ replied the ftranger; but if you wifli 
it to be durable, you ought to take care 

E 4 not 
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not to allow the mountebank to walk thi$ 
way before breakfaft. 

Nothing in the country of Hefle is more 
worthy the admiration of travellers, thaa 
the Gothic temple and cafcade at Wafen- 
flein. There was originally at this place 
an old building, which was ufed by the 
Princes of this family as a kind of hunting- 
houfe. It is fituated near the bottom of 
a high mountain, and has been enlarged 
and improved at different times. But the 
prefent Landgrave's grandfather, who was 
a Prince of equal tafte and magnificence, 
formed, upon the face of the mountain 
oppofite to this houfe, a feries of artificial 
catarads, cafcades, and various kinds of 
water- works, iji the nobleft ftyle that caa 

be imagined. 

> • 

The principal cafcades are in the middle; 
apd on each fide are flairs of large black 

(tones 
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ftonefi of a flinty texture, brought from a? 
rock at a confiderable diftance. Each of* 
thefe flairs confifts of eight hundred fteps,*^ 
leading from the bottom to the fum<hit/of- 
the mountain ; and when the works are 

allowed to play, the water flowing 'over 

• » ■■ 

them forms two continued chXinS-'df 
fmaller cafcades. At convenient diftances, 
as you afcend, are four platforms, with a 
l^acious bafon in each ; alfo grottos and 
caves ornamented with ftiell-work, ftatues 

of Naiads, and fea divinities. — One grotto 
in particular, called the Grotto of Neptune 
and Amphitrite, is happily imagined) and 
well executed. 

The water rufhes from the fummit of 
this mountain in various fliapes : — Some- 
times in detached cafcades, fometimes itf 
large fliedts like broad cryftalline mirrors;' 
at one place, it is broken by a rock con- 
iifting of hugd ftones, artificially plac^ed for 

that 
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that purpofe. — There are alfo fountains 
\fhich.eje£t the water in columns of five 
or fix inches diameter to a confiderable 
height. 

All this muft have a very brilliant effcOL 
when viewed from the bottom. This 
fight, hoyvrever, 1 did not enjoy : for there 
has been a continued froft ever fince we 
have been at Caffel; and when I vifited 
Wafenftein, the fields were covered with 
faow> which did not prevent my going to 
the top, though it made the afcent by the 
flairs exceedingly difficult. 

On the hfgheft part of the mountain, a 
Gothic temple is built, and upon the top 
pf that an obelifk, which is crowned by 
a coloflal ftatue of Hercules leaning; on his 
club, in the attitude of the Farnefe Her* 
cules. This figure is of copper, and thirty 
feet in height. There is a Hair cafe within 

the 



MANNERS IN FRANCE, Ac. S9 

the clab by which a man may afcend^ and 
have a view of the country from a window 
at the top. 

Wafenflein, upon the whole, is infinite- 
ly the nobleft work of the kind I ever faw, 
I have been aflured, there is nothing equal 
to it in Europe. It has not the air of a 
modern work, but rather conveys the idea 
of Roman magnificence. 

We think of leaving this within a few 
days for Brunfwick. — I fhall not clofe my 
letter till we get to Gottingen, where we 
may probably ftay a fhort lime. 

P.S. The Duke and I took our leave of 
the Court and our friends yefterday, and ac* 
tually fetout from Caflel this morning; but 
finding the roads entirely overflowed by the 
extraordinary fwelling of the Fulda, we 
were obliged to return. A great thaw for 

2 feme 
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£bme days paft diiTolving the faow and ice, 
l)^s occaGpned.this fwelling, and rendered 
the roads impaflable. 

Aftet taking leave we could not appear 
again at court, but dined at one of the 
mefles with the officers. — From this parly I 
am juft returned, and finding it uncertain 
when we may get to Gottingen, I fend thi^ 
to-night. 

Adieu. 



T •« • ^ 
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LETTER LVI. 

Branfwick.' 

A S fdon as the roads were paflable, we 
"^^ left Caflel, and arrived, not without 
difficuhy and fome rilk, -at Munden, a 
town fituated in a vale, where the Fulda, 
being joined by another river, takes the 
name of the Wefer.' 

This town fcems to run fome danger 
from inundations. The road, for a con- 
fiderable way before we entered it, and 
the ftreets neareft the river, were ftill 
overflowed when we palfed. 

We went on the fame night to Got- 
tingen, an exceedingly neat and well- 
built town, fituated in a beautiful coun- 
try. The univerfity founded here by 
George the Second has a confiderable re- 
putation* 
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putation. We made but a fhort ftay at 
Gottingen, and arrived about a month fincc 
at Bruofveick. 

The Dukeof Hamihonhad been expected 
here for fome time, and was received by 
this court with every mark of attention 
wd regard. He was prefled to accept of 
lapartments within the palace> which he 
thought proper to decline. We fleep 
crery night at private lodgings ; but may 
be faid to live at court, as we conftantly 
dine, pafs the evening, and fup there, 
except two days in every week that we 
dine with the Hereditary Prince and Prin- 
cefs at their apartments. 

The family of Brunfwick Wolfenbuttle 
derives not greater luflre from its antiquity, 
from having given emprefles to Germany, 
and from having a younger branch on the 
throne of Britain, than from fome living 
characters now belonging to it. 

The 
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The reigning Duke has that ftylc of 
converfation) thofe manners and difpoft*- 
tions, which, in an inferior ftation of life, 
would acquire him the chara(fier of a fen* 
fible, worthy gentleman. 

The Duchefs is the favourite fifter of the 

King of Pruflia. She is fond of ftudy, and 
particularly addided to metaphyfical in- 
quiries, which, happily, have not fhakeut 
^but confirnied her belief in Chriftianity. 

The military fame and public charadicr 
of Duke Ferdinand are known to all Eu- 
rope. — In private life, he is of a ceremo- 
nious politenefs, fplendid in his manner of 
living, attentive even to the minutiae of bis 
toilet, and fond of variety and magnifi- 
cence in drefs. 

He has lived conftantly at his brother's 
court fince the Duke of. Hamilton came to 
Brunfwick; but he generally pafles the 
fummer in the couatry* 

The 
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'"ii^ -The; Hereditary Prince ferved. under his 
iincle doxing the lafl; war, and cpmmand^d 
.detached parties of the army with various 
fticccf?. His adivity, courage, and thirft 
of glory, were always confpicuous ; but 
hisyoutKful ardour has been fince mel- 
Jpwed by time, fludy, and refledion ; and 
if., he (hould again appear in the field as 
a generali it is imagined that he will be a& 
much diftinguifhed for prudence, policy, 
and jtidgment, as he ever was for fpirit and 
cnterprize. He has at prefent the rank of 
Iieutena^*t General in the King of Pruflia*6 
fcvice, and the command of the garrifon 
at Halberftadt. 



I fay nothing of his Princefs i-^Htfr 
open cheerful charader is well known itx 
England, and her afFedion for her native 
country is in no degree diminifhed by ab-* 

fences 

• The Prince Ledpold is a very amiable 
young man^ He feems much attached to 

the 
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the Duke of Hamilton) v;i\h whom he Utcs 
en an intiihace and friendly foodng. 

Hisfifler.thePrincefs Augufta, isgreatljr 
beloved by every body, on account of her 
obliging temper and excellent difpofition. 

Thefe illuftrious perfons always dine and 
fup together, except two days in the week; 
as I have already faid. With them the 
ofEcers of the court, and the ftrangers who 
are invited, make a company of about 
twenty or thirty at table. 

In the evening the aflembly is more nu- 
merous. There is a large table for Vingt- 
un, the Dutchefs preferring this game» 
becaufe a great number of people may be 
engaged in it together. The reigning 
Duke and Prince Ferdinand always join 
in this game. 

The Hereditary Princefs forms a Qua- 

drille party for herfelf : Her huiband never 

Vol. II. F play* 
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plays at all. The whole is intended merely 
for paftime, all kinds of gaining being dlf- 
cpuraged. The Dutchefs in particular al- 
ways puts a very moderate flake on her 
cards. — A man muft have very bad luck 
to- lofe above twenty piftoles in an even- 
ing ; fo we are in no danger from gaming 
while at this court. 

One wing of the palace is occupied by 
the Hereditary Prince's family. He has 
at prefent three fons and as many daugh- 
ters, all of the fair complexion, which 
diftinguiihes every branch of the Brunf- 
wick line. 

A few days ago, I accompanied Prince 
JiCopold and the Duke of Hamilton on a 
vifit to Duke Ferdinand, who was then at 
his houfe in the country, about fix miles 
from this place. In that retreat he pafTes 
the greateft part of his time. He is fond 
of gardening, and is now employed in lay- 
ing 
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ing out anid dreffing the ground, in what 
is called the EngUfli tafte* 

His Serene Highnefs conduded the Duke 
rottnd all his park, and fhewed him his 
plans and improvements* 'the greateft 
obftacle to the completely beautifying this 
place, arifes from the furface of the couA-^ 
try being a dead flat, and incapable pf 
great variety. 

The houfe is furroundcd by a Foffe^ 
and contains a great number of apart- 
ments. The walls of every room arc 
hung with prints, from the roof to withia 
two feet of the floor. Perhaps there is 
not fo complete a colledion of framed ones 
in any private houfe or palace in the 
world. While Prince Ferdinand played at 
Billiards with the Duke of Hamilton, I 
continued with Prince Leopold examining 
thefe prints, and could fcarcely recoUefl: a 
good one that I did not find here. 

F 2 Hi9 
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His Highnefs (aid it was equally diSi- 
cult and expenfive to have a colledioo of 
good paintingSy and nothing could be 
more paltry than a bad one : he had 
therefore taken the refolution to adorn his. 
houfe with what he certainly could have 
good of its kind; and, next to fine pidures^ 
he thought fine prints the mofl amufing 
of all ornaments. But, added he, with 
a fmile, every tolerable room is now per- 
feGdy covered, and I have lately received 
a reinforcement of prints from England, 
which will oblige me to build new apart- 
ments to place them in, puifque je fuis 
toujours accoutume k donner un poile ho*^ 
oorable aux Anglois. 

■ • * ■ 

The company had been invited to break- 
faft ; but the repaft was a very magnifi- 
cent dinner, ferved a little earlier than 
ufual. There was only fix perfons at ta* 
ble ; but the number of attendants might 
without difficulty Jiave ferved a company 

of 
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of thirty. " The Prince, who is always ia 
the utmoft degree polite» was on tliie oc-^ 
caHon remarkably affable and gay. He 
called toads after the Englifh cuftotni and 
began himfelf by naming General Con- 
way ; he afterwards gave Sir H. Clinton, 
and continued to toaft fome Britiih officer, 
as often as it came to his turn.— You may 
1)elie^e it afforded me fatisfadlion to have 
had an opportunity of obferving a little 
of the private life of a perfon who has' 
a£ted (b confpicuous a part on the theatre 
of Europe. 

As he has not returned to the Pruffiaa 
fervice, and feems to enjoy rural amufe* 
ments,and the converfation of a few friends, 
it is thought he will not again take a part 
in public affairs, but for the refl of his 
life repofe, in this retreat, on the laurels 
lie gathered in fuch abundance during the 
lafl war. 



70 VJEW OF SOCIETY AND 



t K T T E R LVH. 

Brunrwick* 

'TpHE town of Brunfwicfc is (iti^ated in 
^ a plain, on the banks of the Ocker« 
The • houfes in general are old, but cpany 
new buildings have been ere<3£d of l^te^ 
aad the city acquires fre0i. beauty ercry 
day. / , r . 



-I < 



Fortifications have been the caufe of 
much calamity to many towns in Germany, 
having ferved nof^to defend thern^ but 

rather to at trad the vengeance of enemies^: 
For this reafoui CafTeU and £>me other 
towns, which were forn^erly fortified^ arc 
now diihian tied. But the foctifii^tioQS ^t 
Brunfwick were of great utility laft war, 
and on one occafion they faved the town 
from being pillaged, and afforded Prince 

Frederick, 
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Frederick, who is now ia the • Pruffian fer- 
vice^ an opportunity of perfbrming an ac^ 
tiofi, whtcb, *:I hnagine, gave him mord 
JDjr than twenty victories. This hap- 
pendd in the year 176 1^ foon after thpf 

battle of Kirch Denkerii, when DukcrFtf^ 
dinand protected Hanover; *ot by c< 
ing hiiartoy into that* cJotfuitrf , arid de^' 
fending it^ire&ly, as the enemy feemed tS 
esped, and probably wilh^ ; ftut* by diver- 
iSkm, attackiiyg'^'with fi^ong deitachnieh^^J 
command€d ■ by iheH*redttlaiy Prince, thdtf 
magazines in Heffe,atttf thus drawing fhfeif' 

arttention from- Hanover fo that quarter; 

. . . • 1 

• • • T 

' WMW t!ie Uuke lay Encamped at Wift-^ 
Keniftfiy!l,*t«^tctiing tHe* motions of BrcH 
glio's army, the Marechal being greatly 
fuperior in numbers, fent a body of 20,000 
m^h, uhHer PrJhSe Xavier of Saxony, who 
t6i)k"pSffeffiBn'\>f Wolfenbuttle, and- fodii*' 

F 4 Prince 
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Prince Fcrdloandy anxious to fave hii 
native city, ventured to detach 5000 of his 
army 9 fmall as it was, under his nephew, 
Frederick:, ailided by General Luckener,. 
vnth orders to harafs the enemy, and en* 
deavour to raife the fiege. The young 
Frince, v^hile on his march > fent a foldier 
with a letter to the Governor^ which was 
wrapped round a bullet, and which the 
foldier was to fwallow in cafe of his being 
taken by the enemy.r-He had (he good 
fortune to get fafe into the town.— Thc- 
letter apprifed the commander of the gar? 
rifon of the Prince's approach, and parti*-; 
cularifed the night and hour when he ex« 
pe&ed to be at a certain place near the 
town, requiring him to favour hie . fta-*, 
trance* 

In the middle of the night appointedjr. 
the Prince fell fuddenly on the enemy'fi. 
cavalry, who, unfufpicious of his approach, 

were 
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were ttJcamped careleflj^ within a nm'e of 
the town. TheJy were imniediately S^ 
perfed, and fpread fiich an ^alantt*'afc4& 
the infantry, that they alfo retraied '^itli 




•■if 



cdnfidferable lofs. 



* s 



Early in the morning,^ the young Prince 

entered Brunfwici:, amidft the acclama- 

. - . .^ - . 

tions of his fellow-citizens, whom he tiad 
relieved from the horrors of a fiege. — ^Thc 
Hereditary Prince having deftroyed the 
French magazines in Hefle, had been re- 
called by his uncle, and ordered to attempt 

the relief of Brunfwick. While he was 

^ . ■ - 

advancing with all poflible fpeed, and had 
got within a few leagues of the town, he 
received the news of the fiege being raifed. 
On his arrival at his father's palace, he 
found his brother Frederick at table, enter- 
tairiihg the French ofEcersr, who had been 
taken prifoners the preceding night. 



» • • ^ 
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The academy of Brunfwick has beea 
new-modelled, and the plan of education 
improved^ by the attention, and under 
the patronage, of the Hereditary Prince* 
Students now refort to this academy fron^ 
many parts of Germany; and there are 
generally fome young gentlemen . from 
Britain, who are fent to be educated here. 



Such of them as are intended for a tnili- 
tary life, will not find fo many advantages 
united at any other place on the con- 
tinent, as at the academy of Brunfwicl:* 
They will here be under the protedioh o£ 
a family partial to the Britifh nation ;—" 
every branch of fcience is taught by tnil^ 
ters of known abilities;— the youn^' flti- 
dents will fee garrifon-duty regularly per- 
formed, and may, by the intereft of the 
Prinee, obtain liberty to attend the re- 
views of the Pruflian troops at Magde- 
burg and Berlin : — They will have few 

temptations 
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temptations to expence, in a towa where 
they can fee no examples of extravagance 
—have few opportunities of difSpation^ 
and none of grols debauchery. 



'\ 



I pafled a day lately at Wolfenbuttlc^ 
which is alfo a fortified city, the ancient 
refidence of this family .-^The public fii 
brary here is reckoned one of the mdft 
complete in Germany, and contains Hiaiiy 
curious manufcripts. ' They 'fliowed U3? 
fome letters of Luther, and other ori^nat 
pieces In that reformer's own ha&d^' 

writing* 

*■• • .... .-^ 

Having dined with. Colonel Riedefel, 
who commands a regiment of cavalry in 
this town, I returned by Saltzdahlen. This ' 
is the only palace I ever faw built almoH: 
entirely of wood« There are», neverthelcfs, 
fome "ittj magnificent aparUucnts in it». 
and a great gallery of piiQiires^ ibme of 
^ ^ which 
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which arc allowed by the connoiffeurs' to 
be cxceltent. I will not invade the pixv 
tidcc rf thefe gentlemen, by prefuming^ 
to give my opinion of the merits or 6c^ 
fc€tB of the pidures, though I have often 
beard thofe» who are as ignorant as myfelf, 
decide upon the interefting fubjed of 
psuntingt ia the moft dogmatic manner* 
7he terms Contour, Attitude, Cafling of 
Draperies, Charging, Coftum^, Paflion, 
Manner, Groupe, Outline, Chiaro Scuroj 
Harmony, and Repofe, flowed from their 
tongues, with a volubility that com- 
manded the admiration of all thofe who 
could not difcover, that in the liberal 
ufe of thefe terms confifted all thofe gen. 
tlemen's tafte and knowledge of the fine 
arts. 



Confcious of my ignorance in the myf. 
teries of connoifieuHhip, I fay nothing of 
the pi£tureS| and prefume only to give my 

opinion. 
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opiaioDy that the gallery which coat^us 
ihem is a very noble room, beiog tWft 
hundred feet long, fifty broadt and ^rty 
high. 

In this palace there is alfo a cabinet tif 
china porcelain, containing, as we "Were 
told, feven or eight thouiand pieces ;~and 
in another fmaller cabinet, we were fliewn 
a colledion of coarfe plates, valuable oiily 
on account of their having been pafrited' 
after defigns of Raphael. 

The country about Brunfwick is ag;ree- 
able. I was particularly pleafed to'iee 
ibme gentlemen's feats near this town; a 
light very rare in Germany, where, if you 
avoid towns and courts, yon may travel 
over a great extent of country, without 
jperceiving houfes for any order of men be* 
tweeh the Prince and the Peafant 

I fpent 



J8 VIEW OP SOCIETY AMD 

I fpent yefterday very agreeably, fourteen 
mifes from Brunfwick, at the houfe of 
Mr. dc Weftphalen. This gentleman at* 
tended Duke Ferdinand during the late 
war in the charader of his private fe- 
cretary ; an office which he executed en-* 
tirely to the fatisfadion of that Prince^ 
wbofe friendfliip and confidence he ftiU 
retains. 



Mr. de Weftphalen has written the hiftory 
of thofe memorable campaigns, in which 

his patron had the command of the allied 
army, and bafRed all the efforts of France 
in Weftphalia. Though this work has 
been finiftied long fince, the publica- 
tion has hitherto been delayed for poli* 
tical reafons* It is to appear, however^ 
at fome future period, and is faid to be a 
mafterly performance. Indeed, one would 
naturally fuppofc this from the remark- 
able acutenefs and fagacity of the author, 

who 
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vrho was prefent at the fcenes be defcribesi 
and knew the fecret intentions of the Ge- 
neraU whofe affiftance he has probably ha4 
in finifhing the works 
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LETTER LVIII. 



BranfwicW 

WI ^ ^^^^ ^^^ ^^^^ mafqucrade balls 
^ ^ here of late. — The Court do not go 

in proceffion to thefe as at Caflel. — Thofe 

who chufc to attend, go feparately when 

they find it convenient. 

There is a gallery in the mafquerade- 
room for the reigning family, where they 
fometimes fit without mafks, and amufe 

themfelves by looking at the dancers. But 
in general they go mafked, and mix in 
an eafy and familiar manner with the com- 
pany, • 

I am not furprifed that the Germans^ 
d^cially thofe of high rank, are fond of 
mafquerades, being fo much harafled with 

ceremony 
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ceremony and form, and cramped by the 
diftance which birth throws between people 
who may have a mutual regard for each 
otHer* I imagine they are glad to feize 
every oppQrtunity of afTuming the maik 
and domino, that they may tafte the plea* 
fures of familiar converfalion and focial 
mirth,— —Jn company with the Duke of 
Hamilton, I once had the honour of dining 
at the houfe of a general o£Ecer. His 
fifter did the honours of the table ; and on 
the Duke's dxpfefling his furprife that he 

nev(n: had feen her at courts he was told 
Ihe could not poffibly appear there, becaufe 
ihe was not noble. This lady, however, 
was vifited at home by the Sovereign, and 

every family of diftindion, all of whom 
regretted, that the eflablilhed cuftom of 
their country deprived the court of a 
perfon whofe charader they valued fo 
highly. 

VoL.IL G The 
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The CJencral's rank in the army was ft 
liifiieient paflport for him^ but was of n6 
feFvice to his fifler ; for this etiquette is 
obferved very rigidly with refpcft to the 
natites of Germany, though it is greatly 
rthxed to ftrangers> particularly the Eng* 
lifii, who they imagine have lefe regard for 
birth and title than any other nation. 

Public diverfions of every kind are now 
over for fome time, and the Court is at 
prefent very thin,— Duke Ferdinand refides 
in the country. The Hereditary Prince 
went a few days fince to Haberftadt, where 
he will remain at leaft a month, to pre^ 
pare the garrifon, and his own regiment in 
particular, for the grand reviews which are 
loon to take place. Diligence in duty^ 
and application to the difciplining of the 
forces, are indifpenfable in this fervice* 
Without thefe, not all the King's partia^ 

lity to this Prince, or his confanguinity, 

could 
3 
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fcould fecure to him his uncle's favour for 
one day, perfonal talents and vigorous cjc- 
ertion being the fole toeatis of acquiring 
and retaining the favour of this Ready 4nd 
difcerning monarch^ 

The Reteditary Wxhc^s has left Brunf4; 
-Wiok, aitd h^gdne to 2^H, aad will remain 
during tht abfence of her hufbaad with hei^ 
fiftef thti Queefs of DeikAark. 

The young ?riftce, Leopold, has alfrf 
left t** CcWrft. ]^ go«^ direaiy to Vienna^ 
and it is thought he intends to offer his 
fer vices to the Emperor, If proper en* 
couragement be given, he will go entirely 
into fhe Auffrian fervice. In this cafe, he 
will probably, when a war happens, find 
himfelf in oppofition to his two brothers ; 
a circumftance not much regarded in Ger- 
rbany, where brothers go into different fer- 
vices, with as little hefitation as into dif- 
ferent regiments with us. 

G 2 The 
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The ftrideft fr iendfhip has always fub- 
fifted between this young man and his 
fifter, who has beea crying almoft without 
intermifTion (ince he went away. 

His mother bears this with more com- 
pofure, yet her uneafinefs is eafily per- 
ceived. Independent of the abfence of her 
fpo, ,ihe is diftreiTed at the idea of his go- 
ing into a fervice, where he may be, 
obliged to a£l in oppofition to her brother, 
for whom I find (he has the greateft affec- 
tion, as well as the higheft admiration. 

I was not furprifcd to hear her fpeak of 
him as the greateft man alive ; but (he ex- 
tends her eulogium to the qualities of his 
heart, in which flie is not joined by the 
opinion of all the world. — She, however, 
dwells particularly on this, calling him 

■ 

the worthieft of men, the firmeft friend, 

and the kindeft of brothers : — and as flie 

' • ■ • ■< 

founds her opinion on her own experience 

alonei 
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alone, Ihe has the grcateft reafon to think 
as fhc does ; for, by every account, the 
King has always behaved with high regard* 
and undeviating tendernefs to her. 

The departure of Prince Leopold has 
revived this Princefs's affliilion for the 
untimely fate of two of her fons. One died 
in the Ruffian camp at the end of the cam- 
paign of 1 769, in which he had ferved with 
great diftindtion as a volunteer ; the other 
was killed in a ikirmiih towards the end of 
the laft war ; having received a fhot in his 
throat, he died of the wound fifteen days 
after, much regretted by the army, who 
liad formed a high idea of the rifing merit 
of this gallant youth. 

He wrote a letter to his mother in the 
morning of the day on which he died. In 
this letter he regrets, that he (hould be 
flopped fo foon in the courfe of honour, and 
laments that he had not been killed in fome 

G 3 memorable 
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memorable adliDn, which would have fav* 
^d his name from ohlivioQi or in atchiev-* 
ing fomething worthy of the martial fpirit 
of his family. He expreiTes fati^fadlioo^ 
however, that his memory would at leaft be 
dear to fome friends, and that he was ccr^ 
tain of living in his mother*8 afFeftions 
while fhe fhould exift^ He thea declares 
hid gratitude to her for all her care and ten-* 
dernefs, and concludes with thefe cxpref- 
lions, which I tranflate as near as I can re-** 
member— I wiflied the Dutchefs to repeat 
them ; but it was with difficulty, and eyes 
overflowing, that Ihfe pronounced them 
once ;— " My eyes grow dim — I can fee no 
*' longer — happy to have employed their 
♦♦ lafl light in exprejQing my duly to my 
** mother." 
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LETTER LIX. 



Hanover* 



npHE Duke of Hamilton having deter- 

mined to pay his refpeds to the 
Queen of Denmark, before he left thj$ 
(Country, chofe to make his vifit while the 
Hereditary Princefs was with her fifter. 

' 1 accompanied him to Zell^ and next 
day waited on the G)unt and Countefs 
Dean, to let them know of the Duke's 
arrivals and to be informed when we could 
have the honour of being prefented to the 
Queen. They both belong to the Princefs 
of Brunfwick's family, and while I was at 
breakfail with them, her Royal Highnefs 
entered the room, and gave me the inform- 
ation I waited. 

G 4 Before 
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Before dlDoer, I returned with the Duke 
to the caftle, where we remained till late 
in the evening. There was a concert of 
mufic between dinner and fupper, and the 
Queen feemed in better fpirits than could 
have been expefted. 

Zell is a fmall town> without trade or 
manufadures ; the houfes are old, and of 
a mean appearanccj yet the high courts of 
appeal for all the territories of the Eledoral 
Houfe of Brunfwick Lunenburg are held 
here ; the inhabitants derive their principal 
means of fubiiflence from this circum* 
ftance. 

This town was feverely haraffcd by the 
French army at the beginning of the late 
war, and was afterwards pillaged, in re- 
venge for the fuppofed infraftion of the 
treaty of Clofter- Seven. The Duke dc 
Richlieu had his head* quarters here, when 
Duke Ferdinand re-afiembled the troopa 

whp 
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%vho had been di&rmed and difperfedj im- 
mediately after that convention. 

The caflle is a (lately buildingt fur- 
.rounded by a moatj and firongly fortified. 
It was formerly the refidence of the Dukes 
of Zell, and was repaired lately by order 
of the King of Great Britain for the recep- 
tion of his unfortunate filler. The apart- 
ments are fpacious and convenient^ and 
now handfomely furnifhed. 

The oflScers of the Court, the Queen'4 
maids of honour, and other attendants^ 
have a very genteel appearance, and retain 
the mod refpedf ul attachment to their ill- 
fated miftrefs. The few days we remained 
at ZelU were fpent entirely at G)urt, where 
every thing feemed to be arranged in the 
flile of the other fmall German courts/ 
and nothing wanting to render the Queen's 
fituation as comfortable as citcumflances 
would admit. But by far her greateft cdn*- 

folation 



* ■' ' 
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-folation is the company and converfation 
of her fifter. Some degree of fatisfa^on 
appears in her countenance while the Prin- 
cefs remains at Zell ; but the moment (he 

goes away, the Queen, as we were in- 
formed, becomes a prey to dejedion and 

defpondency. The Princefs exerts herfelf 
to prevent this, and devotes to her fifter 
all the time fhe can fpare from the duties 
flie owes to her own family. Unlike 
thofe who take the firft pretext of break- 
ing connedions which can no longer be 
of advantage, this humane Princefs has 
difplayed even more attachment to her 
fifter fince her misfortunes, than fhe ever 
did while the Queen was in the meridian 

1 

of her profperity. 

The youth, the agreeable countenance, 
and obliging manners of the Queen, have 
conciliated the minds of every one in this 
country* Though flie wa« in perfed 
health, and appeared cheerfuU yet, con<^ 

^ vinced 



MANNERS IN FRANCE, &c. )i 

vinced that her g^iiety was aflumedi and 
the cfFcft of a ftrong effort, I felt an im- 
prefiipn of melancholy, which it was not 
in my power to overcome all the time we 
remained at ZelK 

From Zell we went to Hanover, zj^d 
on the evening of our arrival, had the 
pleasure of hearing Handel's M^fllah per^ 
formed. Some of the beil qompaoy of thia 
pUce were aflembled on the occafioo, and 
we were here m«de acquainted with old 
Field-Marihal Sporken, «nd other people 
q£ diftin<flion. Hanover is a peat, thrive- 
ii>g aqd agreeable city. It has more the 
air of an Englifh town than any other I 
have feen in Germany, and the Engli^ 
manners and cuftoms gain ground every 
day among the inhabitants. The genial 
influence of freedom has extended from 
England to this place. Tyranny is not 
felt, and cafe and fatisfadion appear in the 
countenances of the 'citizens. 
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This town is regularly fortified^ and all 
the works are in exceeding good order* 
The troops are fober and regular, and per- 
form every eiTentlal part of duty welU 
though the difcipline is not fo rigid as in 
fome other parts of Germany. Marlhal 
Sporken, who is the head of the army, 
is a man of humanity; and though the 

■ 

foldiers are feverely puni(hed for real 
erimes, by the fentence of a court martial, 
he does not permit his officers to order 
them to be caned for trifles. Caprice is 
too apt to blend itfelf with this method df 
punifliing) and men of cruel difpofitions 
are prone to indulge this diabolical pro- 
penfity, under the pretence of zeal for dif- 
cipline. 

The Hanoverian infantry are not fo tall 
as ibme of the other German troops, owing 
to this, that nobody is forced into the 
fervice, the foldiers are all volunteers; 
wbereasi, in other parts of Germany, the 

Prince 
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Prince picks the flouteft and talleft of the 
peafants, and obliges them to become fol* 
diers. It is allowed, that in action no 
troops can behave better than the Hano- 
verians ; and it is certain, that defertioa 
i» not fo frequent among them as among 
other German troopsj which can only be 
accounted for by their not being preflfed 
into the fervice, and their being morc^ 
gently ufed when in it. 

It is not the mode here at prefent, to 
lay fo much flrefs on the tricks of the ex« 
ercife as formerly. The officers in gene- 
ral feem to defpife many minutix, which 

are thought of the higheft importance in 
fome other fervices. It is incredible to 
what a ridiculous length this matter is 
pufhed by fome. 

At a certain parade, where the Sove* 
reign himfelf was prefent, and many of- 
ficers affembled, I once faw a corpulent 
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general-officer ftarl fuddenly, as if he had 
feen fomething preternatural. He imme- 
diately waddled towards the ranks with 
an the expedition of a terrified gander. I 
conM not cotoccire what had put his Ex- 
cellency into a commotion fo little fnit^ 
aMe to his years and habit of body. WhJIc 
all the fpeflatdrs were a-tiptoe to obferVe 
the iffue of this phenomenon, he arrived 

at the ranks, and in great wrath, whictr 
probably had been augmented by the heat 
acquired in his courfe, he pulled off one. 
6f the foldier's hats^ which it feems had 
not been properly cocked, and adjuftetf 
it to his mind. Having regulated the mi- 
litary difcipline in this important parti- 
cular, he returned to the Prince's right-* 
band, with a ftrut expreffive of the higheff 
felf-approbation. 

» 

Two days after our arrival here, I walked 
to Hernhaufen, along a magnificent ave- 
nues as bfoad> and about double the 

length 



\ 
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length of the mall at St. Jalie&'s. The 
houfe itfelf has nothing extraordinary ifi 
its appearance; hut the gardens are as 
fine as gardens planned in the Dutch taftet 
and formed on ground perfedly level, caA 
be. The orangery is reckoned equal to 
any in Europe. Here is a kind of rural 
theatre, where plays may be aded during 
the fine weather. There is a fpacioua 
amphitheatre eut out in green feats for 
the fpedators ; a fiage in the fame tafte, 
with rows of trees for fide-icenes, and a 
great number of arbours and fummer- 
rooms, furrounded by lofty hedges, for the 
adors to retire and drefs in. 

When the theatre is illuminated, which 
is always done when mafquerades are 
given, it muft have a very fine effeflr. 
The groves, arbours, and labyrinths, feem 
admirably calculated for all the purpofear 
of this amufement. 
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In thcfe gardens are feveral large refer* 
▼oirs and fountains, and on one fide, a 
canal above a quarter of a mile in length. 
I have not feen the famous jet d'eaui as 
the water-works have not been played oflF 
fince I came to Hanover. On the whoIe> 
we pafs our time very agreeably here. Wc 
bave dined twice with Baroa de Lenth, 
^ho has the chief diredtion of the affairs 
of this eIed;orate, and at his houfe have 
met with the principal inhabitants. I make 
one of Marfhal Sporken's party every night 
at Whift, and pafs moft of my time in the 
fociety at his houfe. 

Tlie Duke of Hamilton having promifed 
to meet fome company at Brunfwick by a 
certain day, we fhall fet out for that place 
to-morrow — but have engaged to pay an- 
other vifit to Hanover before we go to 
Berlin. — My next therefore will be from 
Brunfwick, or poflibly from this place after 
our return. 



• • 
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LETTER LX. 

Hanover, 

WJ £ remained a week at Brunfwick) 

* and returned to this town about ten 

days ago. None of the family are there 

at prefent, except the Duke and Duchefsj 
atid ihe young Priflccfs, their daughter* 

Thecharader of the Sovereign, at every 
court, has great influence in forming the 
tafte and manners of courtiers. This muft 
operate with increafed • force in the little 
courts of Germany, where the parties are 
brought nearer to each other, and fpend 
the moft part of their time together. The 
pleafure which the Duchefs of Brunfwick 
takes in fludy, has made leading very 
fafliionable amoog the ladies of that Court : 
of this her Royal Highnefs gave me a cu- 

Yql. IL H rious 
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rious inftance the laft time I had the ho- 
nour of feeing her. 

A ladv, whofe education had been ne- 
gleded in her youth, and who had arrived 
at a very ripe age without perceiving any 
inconveniency from the accident, had ob- 
tained, by the intereft of fome of her rela- 
lions^ a place at the Court of Brunfwick, 

She had not been long there, till ftie per- 
ceived that the converfation in the Duchefs's 
apartments frequently turned on fubjeds of 
which fhe was entirely ignorant, and that 
thofe ladies had mod of her Royal High- 
nefs*s ear, w^ho were beft acquainted with 
books. She regretted, for the firft time, 
the negledk of her own education ; and al-^ 
though fhe had hitherto confidered that 
kind of knowledge, which is derived from 
reading, as unbecoming a woman of qua- 
lity, yet, as it was now fafliionable at Court, 
fherefolved to ftudy hard, that fhe might get 
to the top of the mode as faft as poffible. 

2 She 
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She mentioned this refolution to the 
Duchefs, defiring, at the fame time^ 
that her Highnefs would lend her a book 
to begin. The Duchefs applaudied her 
defign, and, promifed to fend her one of 
the ufefulleft books in her library — it was 
a French and German didionary. Some 
days after, her Highnefs enquired how flie 
relifhed the book. Infinitely, replied this 
ftudious lady. — It is the mod delightful 
book I ever faw. — The fentences are all 
fhort, and eafily underftood, and the let- 
ters charmingly arranged in ranks, like 
foldiers on the parade ; whereas, in fome 

other books which I have feen, they are 
mingled together in a confufed manner^ 
like a mere mob, fo that it is no pleafure 
to look at them, and very difficult to know 
what they mean. But I am no longer fur- 
prifed, added fhe, at the fatisfadion yoii# 
Royal Highnefs takes in ftudy. 



H 2 l^mcc 
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Since our return to Hanover, we hawrc 
dined twice at the Palace. There is a 
houfehold eftablilhed with oflScers and fer- 
vants^ and the guard is regularly^ mountedj 
as at the time when the Electors refided 
here conftantly. The Hveries of the pages 
and fervants are the fame with thofe worn 
by the King's domeftic fervants at Su 
James's. Strangers of diftindion are enter- 
tained at the Palace in a very magnificent 
manner. The firft of the entertainments I 
faw was given to the Duke of Hamilton^ 
and the other to young Prince George of 
HefTe Darmftadt, who arrived here a few 
days fince, with Prince Erneft and Prince 
Charles of Mecklenburg, brothers to the 
Queen of Great Britain, both of whom are, 
in the Hanoverian fcrvice. 



^Moft of my time is fpent, as formerly, 
at Marfhal Spor ken's. The converfation of 
a man of fisofe, who has been fifty years m 

tbc 
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the (cmce, and in high rank during a con- 
fiderable part of that time, which led him 
into an intimacy with fome of the moft ce- 
lebrated charaders of the age, you may be 
lure is highly interefting. It affords me 
fatisfa£tion tc^lie informed from fuch au- 
thority, of many tranfadions in the laft 
war, the common accounts of which are 
often different, and fometimes contradic- 
tory. The Marfhal's obfervations are fcn- 
iible and candid, and his manner of con- 
Terfing'tinreferved. He ferved with the 
kte Marfhal Daun in the allied army, op- 
pofed to Marfhal Saxe, in the war 1741, 
and has inany curious anecdotes illuflrating 
the characters of fome of the commanders 
who conduced the armies during that 
memorable period. He has a very high 
opinion of Duke Ferdinand's military cha- 
rader, and declares, that of all the GeneraU 
he ever ferved under, that Prince feemed 
to him to have the befl talents for con- 
4ii£ting an army. He fays, that as Prince 

H 3 Verdi nand 
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Ferdinand had feldom held councils of war, 
or communicated to the Generals of hia 
army, any more of his plans than they 
were to execute, it was difficult for them 
to form a juft opinion of his capacity, 
while they remained with tlte army imme- 
diately under his command ; but that he 
(MarQial Sporken) had fometimes com- 
manded a detached army, which obliged 
the Prince to be more communicative, aad 
afforded the Marflial the ftrongeft proofs of 
the depth of his judgment. Above all 
things, he admired the perfpicuity of hi^ 
written inftrudions,— — Thefe, he faid, 
were always accompanied with the moft 
accurate and minute defcription of the 
country through which he was to march* 
every village, rivulet, hollow, wood, or 
hill on the route, being diftin£tly partici^- 
larifed, and the moft judicious conjedurea 
concerning the enemy's defigns added, with 
diiedions how to ad in various probable 

emergencies. 

Upou 
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Upon the whole, Marftial Sporken feem- 
ed convinced that great part of the fuccefs 
of the allies, during the late war in Weft- 
pbalia, was owing to the forefight, pru- 
dence, and fagacity of their General. One 
memorable event, however, which has 
been cited as the moft ftriking proof of all 
thefe, he imagined was not fo much owing 
to any of them, as to the perfonal valour 
of a few regiments, and the good condudt 
of fome inferior officers. The Marfhal 
added, that his praifes of Duke Ferdinand's 
military abilities did not proceed from pri- 
vate attachment, for he could claim no 
fliare in his friendfhip ; on the contrary, a 
mifuriderftanding had happened between 
theni, on account of an incident at the 
fiege of Caflel, the particulars of which he 

recapitulated, and this mifunderftanding 
was of a nature never to be made up. 

The liberal, candid fentiments of this 
venerable man carry convidion, and com- 

H 4 mand 
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mand eftcem. He is refpeded by people 
of all ranks, and lidencd to like an oracle r 
In the Ibciety generally to be found at the 
Marflial's, there ^re foipe nearly pf his 
own age, who formed the private parties 
of George the Second, as often as he came 
to vifit his native country. The memory 
of that monarch is greatly venerated here. 
J have heard his coi^ten^poraries of this for 
ciety relate a thoufand little jmecdotes con- 
cerning him, which at once evinced the 
good (ii^ppfitipn of the King, and their 
own gratitude. From thefe accounts it ap- 
peared, that be was naturally of a very for 
liable temper, and entirely laid afide^^ whei^ 
at Hanover, the ftate and referye which h? 
retained in England, living in that familiar 
and confidential manner which Princes, a$ 
well as peafants, will affume in the com- 
pany of thofe they love, and who love themf 

Not only the perfonal- friends of that 
jiipnarch fpeak of him .with regard ; tlj? 
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fame fentiments prevail among all ranks 
pf people in the Eledlorate. Nothing doeB 
more hopour to his charader, or can be a 
lefs equivocal proof of his equity, than his 
having governed thefe fubjefts, over vrhom 
he had an unlimited power, with as much 
juflice and moderation as thofe whofe 
rights are guarded by law^ and a jealous 
conilitution. 

The two vifits I have made to Hanover, 
have confirmed the favourable impreffioa 
I had before received of the German cha- 
racter. One of the moll difagreeable cir- 
CumjOtances which attend travelling is, the 
being obliged to leave acquaintances after 
you have difcovered their worth, and ac- 
quired fome degree of their friendfhip. As 
the feafon for the Pruflian reviews now 
approaches, we have alrpady taken leave 
of our friends, and are to fet out to- 
morrow morning on our return to Brunfr 
Vficlfi that after temi^iaing a few days 

S there. 
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there, we may flill get to Poifdam in pro- 
per time. / 

I fliall not leave behind me every valu- 
able acquaintance I have acquired fince I 
came to Hanover.— We met, on our laft 
arrival here, with Mr. Fortefcue, fon of 
Lord Fortefcue. He has been of our parties 
ever fince, &nd will accompany us to 
Brunfwick and Potfdam. 



*> 
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LETTER LXI. 



Potfdam. 

/^N returning to Brunfwick, we found 
^^ the Hereditary Princefs had come 
from Zell a few days before, having left 
the Queen of Denmark in perfect health. 
The Princefs refided with her children at 
Antonettenruche, a villa a/ew miles from 
Brunfwick. She invited the Duke of Ha- 
milton, Mr. Fortefcue, and me to dine with 
her the day before we were to fet out for 
Potfdam. That morning I chanced to 
take a very early walk in the gardens of 
the palace,— The Duke of Brunfwick was 
there. — He informed me, that an exprefs 
had arrived with news of the Queen of 
Denmark's death. — ^They had received ac- 
counts a few days before that fhe had been 
feized with a putrid fever.— He faid that 

no- 
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nobody in the town or court knew of this, 
except his own family, and defired that I 
would nof mention it to the Princefs, 
who, he knew, would be greatly afFeded i 
for he intended to fend a perfon, after her 
company fhould be gone, who would in- 
form her of this event, with all its circum- 
fiances. 

When we went, we found the Princefe 
in fome anxiety about her fifter ;— yet 
rather elated with the accounts fhe had re« 
ceived that day by the poft. She fhowed 
us her letters. — They contained a general 
defcription of the fymptoms, and convey« 
ed fome hopes of the Queen's recovery. 
Unable to bear the idea of her (ifter's death, 
Ihe wrefted every expreflion into the moft 
favourable fenfe, and the company met her 
wifhes, by confirming the' inte^etatioa 
fhe gave. To me, who knew the truth, 
this fcene was a(Fe£ting and painful. 

As 
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As we returned to Brunfwick in the 
evening, we met the gentleman who wa4: 
commiilioned by the Duke to impart the 
news of the Queen's death to her fitter. — 
We fupped the fame night at court, and 
took leave of this illuftrious family. — The 
Duchefs gave me a letter to her fon, Prince 
Frederick, at Berlin, which (he faid would 
feciire me a good reception at that ca- 
pital. 



On coming to the inn, we found a very 
numerous company, and the whole houfe 
x'efounded with mufic and dancing. ^ It 
18 cuftomary all over Germany, after a 
maniage of citizens, to give the wedding* 
feafl at an inn. As there was nd great 
chance of our being much refreflied by fleep 
that night, inftead of going to bed, we or- 
dered po^-horfes, and left Brunfwick about 
three in the morning. 

We 
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We arrived the fame afternoon at Mag-* 
deburg. The country all the way is pef- 
fedlly level. The Duchy of Magdeburg 
produces fine cattle, and a confiderabl€ 
quantity of corn, thofe parts which are not 
marfhy, and over-grown with wood, being 
very fertile. I have feen few or no in- 
clofures in this, 6r any part of Germany* 
except fuch as furround the gardens or 
parks of Princes. 

The King of Pruffia has a feat in the 
diet of the empire, as Duke of Magde- 
burg. The capital, which bears the fame 
name with the duchy, is a very confidera- 

« 

ble town, well built and ftrongly forti- 
fied. There are manufadlories here of cot-* 
ton and linen goods, of ftockings, gloves^ 
and tobacco ; but the principal are thofe of 
woollen and filk. 

The German woollen cloths are, in gcf- 

neral, much inferior to the Englifh and 

"^ French. 
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French. The Pruffian officers, however, 
aflert, that the dark blue doth made here, 
and in other parts of the King of Pruflia's 
dominions, though coarfer, wears better, 
and has a more decent appearance when 
long worn, than the fined cloth manufac- 
tured in England or France, — Thus much 
is certain, that the Pruffian blue is pre- 
ferable to any other cloth made in Ger- 
many. — The town of Magdeburg is happi- 
ly fituated for trade, having an eafy com- 
munication with Hamburg by the Elb^, 
and lying on the road between Upper and 
Lower Germany. It is alfo the ftrongeft 
place belonging to his Pruffian Majefty, 
and where his principal magazines and 
founderies are eftabliflied. In time of war, 
it is the repofitory of whatever he finds ne- 
ceflTary to place out of the reach of fudden 
infult. 

Places where any extraordinary event 
has happened, even though they fhould* 

have 
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have.notfaiog elfe ^o diftinguKb^therAi iti^ 
tfi^fl: vtae more than the moft ilourifhing 
cpuptfjr, or finefl: town which ha8 nevfr 
been the fceae of any thing memorable^ 
Fancy,' awakened by the- view of *be 
former, inftantly gives fhape and featucee 
to men we have never feeni — We bear 
them fpeak, and feethem a£t ; the paflions 
are excited, the mind amufed ; the houfes^ 
the rivers, the fields around fupplying the 
abfence of the poet and hiflorian, and re-^ 
ftoring with new energy the whole fcene^ 
to the mind. 

4 

While crofling the Elbe at this tovt^n 
with the Duke of Hamilton, I recalled to 
his memory the dreadful tragedy which 
was aded here by the Auftrian General 
Tilly, who, having taken this town by: 

ftorm, delivered up the citizens, withoij^ 
diftindion of age or fex, to the barbarity 
and luft of his foldiers. Befides the gene- 
ral maffacre, they exhibited fuch a£ls of 

wantoa 
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traoton cruelty, as difgrace humait oilhlre; 
We viewed, with a lively fynipathjr, that 
{>art of the river where! tfarfce or foilf hun- 
dred of the inhabitants gbt over ahd made 
their efcape :-^all that were faved out of 

ttrenty thoufand citizeni ! 

. . • • • , 

This fad cataftrophe fupplied us v«rith 

converfation for great part of this day*g 

journey. It is unnecelTary to comment on 

• 4 

an event of this kind to a perfon of the 
Duke's fenfibility*— Proper refledtions arife 
fpontaneoufly in a well- formed mind from 
the fimple narrative. 

" T*he country is well cultivated, and fer- 
tile for about two leagues beyond Magde- 
burg ; afterwards it becomes more barren, 
and within a few leagues of Brandenburg,* 
it is as naked and fandy as the deferts of 
Arabia. 

« 

- Brandenburg, from which the whole 

£le£korate takes its name, is but a fmall 

Voi-. II. r town, 
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town> divided ijitfy ,Old jumJ New .bfA-« 
river, which fepa^rates the fort from ; b«C||fr 
The priacij^l trade is carried on by f^me 
French woollen mapufa^^fr$» wboioi^tho 
King has encoMr^ged torefide at this town* 
The whole number of iohabitajats does 9ff% 
amount to more than 1500. 

. On (entering the Pruflian garfifon towns, 
you are flopped at the gate; the officer of 

the guard aiks your name, whence you 
cemei whieher you are gdng ? and takes 
your anfwe#6 down in writing. This is 
done in the French garrifons alfo, btit 
not with the fame degree of form and ac- 
curacy, 

Whtfn the title of Duke Is given, (he 
guard generally turns out under arms. AS 
for Milord, it is a title treated with very 

little ceremony, either in France or Ger- 

• 

many. It ^ often aflumed in foreign 
countries by ihofe who have no right to lU 

8 and 
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&hd givea to every Engliihinail of a decent 
appearance. But DukCf in Germany, im- 
jplies a Sovereign^ and is more refpedablc 
than Prince. V ^vQry-^Oiof a Duke in this 
country^ is called Prince^ although he had 
as many as old King Priam^ 

• Wc arrived laft mght at Potfdam, which 
important pitfce df. f^ws, you ^ill pleafe to 
obferve, I have taken the earlieft opportu^ 
nity of communicating;* 
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LETTER LXII. 

PotiShm. 

npHE day after our arrival here, I wait- 
ed on the Count Finkenftein, and de^ 
fired to know when the Duke of Hamilton 
and I could have the )K>nour of being pre* 
fented to the King, requefting» at the fame 
time, the liberty of attending at the re- 
views. I waa not a little furprifed when 
this mihifter told me, that I muft write a 
letter to his Majefty, informing him of 
that requefl, and that I fhould certainly re* 
ceive an anfwer the day following* It ap« 
peared very fingular to write to fo great a 
Prince upon an affair of fucb fmalt impor- 
Snce; but the Count told me this was the 
eflabliihed rule. So I immediately did as 
I was deiired. 

Next 
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Next morning one of the court- fervants 
called for me at the inn, and delivered a 
fealed letter addrefled to me^ and fign- 
cd by the Kiag^ importing) that as the 
court would foon be at Berlin, the minif- 
tcr in waiting there would let the Duke ' 
of Hamilton and Mr. Moore know when 
they might be prefented, and that they 
were very welcome to attend at all the 
reviews* 

In the evening we were prefented to the 
Prince and Princefa of Pruffiai who refide 
almdft conftantly at Potfdam. He is a tall, 
flout-madef handfome man^ of about 
thirty- five years of age. The Princefs is 
of the family of HelTe^Darmftadt, and has 
a great refemblance to her aunt, whom 
we had fe^n at Carlfruche. We have had 
the honour of fupping with them twice 
during the few days we have been at 
Potfdam. 

1 3 The 
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The Prince and all: the officers have beei; 
employed £very morning in preparing fo^ 
the reviews. Yefterday, for the fecood 
time, there were feven thoufand men rer 
viewed by the King. The Prince of Pru£r 
iia^s foQ» a child of fiic or feven years old^^ 
veas prefent on foot with his tutor^ and 
unattended by any officer or fervant* They 
mingled without any mark of diftinftioq 
among the other fpeftators. I mpntionec| 
my furprife at this to the tutor. In France, 
faid hC) it would be otherwife: the Daur 
phirxi at the age of this child) would hp 
carried to the review in ^ coach, with ^ 
troop of muf(5|ueteer$ to attend him ; but 
here, the Kipg and Prince are equally.de- 
firQUS tha^ their fucceffor (hould he brought 
up in a hardy manner, and without any 
ftrong impreffion of his own importance^ 
Sentiments of that kind will come foai^ 
enough, in fpite of all the pains^bat caq. 
he taken to exclude them. 

The 
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The troops were drawn u^ in one line 
along, tbe futtmits of fome hills. Front 
this fimttien they defcendcd over verf 
unequal and rough ground, firing in grand 
idiViOcns all the way» till they came to the 
ptai{i; wheire they went through various 
*volutions. But as we were to fet out in 1 
little time for Berlin, where the grand re^- 
views of that garrifon are to take place, I 
ihall fay no more on the &ibje£); of reviews 
till then. 

Our mornings, fince we came hither, 
have always been pafled with the troops 
in ihe field. The forenoons we have fpent 
in looking at every thing curious in the 
town. The houfes are built of a fine 
white freeftone, almoft* all of them new, 
and nearly of the fame height. The 
greets are regukr and well paved, and 
Ihere are fome very magnificent public 
buildings; fo that Potfdam has every re- 
fluifite to form an agreeable town, if by 

1 4 that 
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i!^ymrd is.mea^nt the fireets, ftone-^wallff 
ap4 paternal appearance. But if a more 
Qpxnple^ idea be vf^ncxed to thp word* and 
^ it JDe thougl^t to pomprehend the fioUbr. 
ipgf furxuture, and conveniencies within tho 
^pufesi ip that pffe fptfdaip is a very poo^ 
^^n indeed. 

The King having expreflfed a great in- 
clination to fee this town increafe^ feveral 

ft 

inonied people built houfesi partly to pay 
^heir court tp his Majefly, and partly be- 
fa\ife, by letting thepj, they found they 
y^ould receive very good intereft for their 
inoney. But as the town did not apgment 
fo quickly as he wifb^, his Majefty or* 
dered feyeral greets to ^e bqiU a( once, at 
hi;| own expeucp. This impiediately funk 
|he y^^lue of houfess and the firft builden 
found they had difpofed pf their mon^ 
Ycry injudicioufly. 




■ ■ J** * 4 V< 
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Towns generally arc formed by de^re^ 
as the inhabiunts increafe in numberflTf and 
houfes are built larger ah'd morb comnaodi* 
ous its they increafe in riches s for men*s 
ideas of cdnVeniency enlarge - witt their 
wealths ^ But here the niatter is rev^rfed ; 
the houfes are reared in the fir ft place, in 
hopes that their fair outfides, like the 
nymphs of Circef will allure travellers^ and 
attrad inhabitants. Hitherto their power 
of attradlion has not been ftrong ; for few 
towns are worfe inhabited than Potfdam, 
though the houfes are let to merchants and 
trades*people at very fmall rents. 

I was not a little furprifed, while I walk- 
ed through the towp, to fee buff-belts, 
breeches and waiftcoats, hanging to dry 
fimn tlie genteelefl looking houfes, till I 
was informed^ that each houfekeeper has 
two or d^ore ' foldiets quartered in his 
houfe» and their apartments are, for the 
fnofl part, on the firfl fioor^ with windows 
^ the llreet ; which I |iin told is alfb the 

cafe 
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tt^it nord is nie£|.nt the ftreets, fion 
;^|1 exteraal appearance. But if : 
^pmple^ idea be annexed to thp word, 
i/ it be thought to comprehend the i 
ifigi furniture, and conveniencies within^ 
^oufeSf in that c^e Pptrdam is a very ] 
l^yrn indeed. 



The King having exprefled a great i 
elination to fee this town increafe, ieVcra 
pionied people built houfe8> partly to | 
their court tp his Majcfly, and partly J 
f:aufe* by lettiqg them, they fouod i 
^ould receive very good intcreft fori 
money. But as the tpvn did not a 
fo quickly as he wifhpd, his Majeftft 
deicd feyefal greets to be hitilt at onq 
bi^ own esjpepc^ This imfnedialdy I 
th? T^lue of houfeSi and the fiiftl 
fpvxid they had difjpofcd of liMir fi 
dJcioufly. 



iUlJ 
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cufe at Berlin. The King choofes that 
]}M{ foldiers (hould be quartered with the 
ckizens, rather than iai barracks. This 
ought to be a fufficient aofwer to thofe 
military gentlemen, who infift on building^ 
Varracks for the foldiers in Britain, upon 
Aie fuppofition^ that our army cannot be 
well diciplined without them. Por it 
tould fearcely be expeded, or wifhed, that 
the British army were under more rigid dif*« 
cipline than the Pruifian. 



. I' 



I imagine the PrufBan foldiers are quar-* 
tered in private houfes rather than barracksi 
from conflderations diametrically oppo(ite 
to thofe which produce the fame efFedl in 
England. — The Britifli parlis^ment have al« 
ways fliown an averfion to logdrng the mi- 
litary in barracks, and have preferec} quar-^ 
tering them in the citizens' houfes, that 4 
connexion and good-will may be cultivat- 
ed between the foldiers and their fellow* 
f itizens s and that the former may not con^ 

fider 
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der thcmfelves as a diftin<a body of mfch, 
with a feparate intereft from the reft of the' 
community, and whofe duty it is implicitly 
to obey the will of the crown at all times, 
find upon all occafions. 

Whereas here it may not be thought 
expedient, to lodge great bodies of armed 
men together in barracks, left they ihould^ 
during the night, form combinations 'de* 
ftrudive of difcipline, and dangerous to 
government. This cannot happen in the 
day-timej becaufe then the officers are pre*- 
fent, and the foldiers are not allowed even 
to fpeak to each other when under arms j 
and while off duty, their time is wholly 
jfillled up in cleaning their arms, accoutre- 
ments, and clothes, and preparing for the 

pext guard.— rl imagine thefe may be part, 
^t leaft, of the reafons which induce the 
King of Pruffia to prefer quartering his 
)tien in private houfes ; for in all other re- 
fpcQj, lodging them together in barracks 

would 
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wouldhe more convenient, and more agree* . 
able to the genius of his goveroment« 



'. ^ 



The palace at Potfdara, or what thej 
call the caftle^ is a very noble building, 
^ilh magnificent gardens adjacent. I fhall 
not trouble you with a defcription of either, 
only it ftruck me as a thing father uncom^ * 
monina palace^ to find the ftudy by far- 
the finefl: apartment in it. The ornaments 
of this are pf mi^y filver. The writing- 
deik» the embellilhments of the table, and 
the accommodati^oa fpr the booksj were 9U ., 
la Que tafte. 

The perfon who attended us, .aflted if 

■ ■ 

we had any defirc to fee his Majefty's 
wardrobe ?— On being anfwered in the af- 
firmative^ h^ condu4):ed'us to the chamber, 
where the monarch's clothes are depodted; 
it had a very different appearance from his 
library. The whole wardrobe confiftecl 
of two blue coa(6, face^ with red, the Un-r 

ing 
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iDg of one a little torn }— two yellow watfty^ 
coats, a good deal foiled -.with Spanifhi 
fnuff J— three pair of yellow breeches, and 
a fuit of blew velvet, embroidered with 
filver, for grand occafions^ 

' I imagined at firft, that the maA bad 
got a few of the King's old clothes, and 
kept them here to amufe Grangers ; but^ 
upon edqiiiry, I was afTured, that what I 
hav6 mentioned, with two fuits of uniform 
which he* has at'Sans^Sotici, form the 
entire' wardrobe of: the Kltag of Pruflia« 
Our attendaat iaid^ he had never known ic 

more cQmpldd.As fox the velvet fuiti ..it 

.-,..■ • • 

was about ten years of age<i,and fiill CDJoy^d 
all the vigour of youth. Indeed^ if the 
moths fpared it as much. as his Majefty has 
done^ it may lai$ the age of MetKufalem.— 
la' the fame room, are fome flandards be* 
iAlging to the cavalry^ Inftead of the 
ufuil fquare Hag, two or three of thefe 
i a have 



• 
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have the figures of eagles in carved (ilvet 
fixed on a- pole. 

Iti the bedngliMaber wbere the lite King 
died, at the lower part of the : window' 

;which looks into the garden, four panes 
Ibtfre been removed, aad a piece of glafs* 
^qual in fize- to all the four, fupplies their 
place. We were informed that hia late 
Majeftyr's fupreme delight tfirough life had 
been to fee his' troops exerci^, and that he! 
had retained this paffion lill iui laft breathe 
When he was confined to bia room by.faia 
laft illnefs, ht ufed to fit and view theoi 
through t^e window^ ' whicb had been 
framed in thia manner, that be might en^ 
joy theiie dyiiig contemplations with the 
greater convenience* Becoming gradually 
weaker, by the increafing dtftemper, hte 
could not fit, bat was obliged to lie oa^ik' 
couch through the day« When at any 
iim6 he was uncommonly languid, tbey 

raifed 



MANNERS ^IN FRANCE, kc. ia; 

raifed his head to the window, and a fight 
of the men under arms was perceived to 
operate like a cordial, and revive his fpi- 
rits. — By frequeiit repetkion, however, 
even this cordial loft its efFefl. — His eyes 
became dim— when his head was raifed, he 
could no loDger perceive the ibldiert, and 
be expired* 

^ * ■ ■ 

* iTIiis was feding tba ruling paffion a» 
ftrong in death as any vauk ever felt it. 



I : . c-- 
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. LETTER LXIIi* . 

Have been twice or dirtce at Sans-^ 
Soad, which is at a fnudl diftance haek 
Potfdam. The Kix^ lives conftantly at 
Ike 'Old Paljitt, otoept when fome people 
of vet J great diftioi^on come to refide with 
him for fome days. He then receives them 
at the New Palace^ and remain* there him^ 
felf during their ftay* 

The gallery contains a great coUedioti 
of paintings^ fome of them originals, high- 
ly efteemed.— The moft valuable are of the 
Flemi(h fchool.-*--Some people who, pafs 
for connoifieurSy and for anght I knpw 
may be what they pretend, aiTert, that the 
King has not a juft tafte in paintings which 
appears by his purchafing a great many 

very 
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Very indiflFerent pidturcs. Whatever may 
be in that| it is certain that his Majefty 
does not giVe the leaft impottance to thtf 
bpinioti c^.thefe icobnoifieurs ^«but buySf 
admires, and avows his admiratiod of fuch 
jMeces as appear eiccellent in his dwn eyes; 

Without regarding wliat they or others 
inay thinks Ithas lio weight with himt 
that the piece Is faid to be by Raphael^ 
Guido^ br Corregio. If he fee no beauty 
in it, he fays fo, and without ceremony 
jprefers the work of a modern or dbf^^e 
painter. 

This is cotifidered by many critics in 

• ()aiming as blafphemy, aiid (hocks ihem 

tnore than any other fpectes of impiety. A 

painter and great conndifleur, whom the 

King had difgufted^ by rejedling fomc 

j>i£kure8 of his recommending, actd by pur-- 

baling others which k he had cdtidemn-^ 

^, faid (fpeakiijg of the King), The man 

imagines, becaufe he can play on the Ger« 

: Vol. 1L K man 
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man flute, arid has been praifed by z pat'-* 
eel of poets and philofophers, and hai 
gained ten or a dozen battles, that there!* 
fore he underflands painting ; but fighting 
battles i^ one thing, and a true knowledge 
of painting is another, and that he will 
find to his coil. 

* ■ ■ '1 

A few years after the late war, the King 
of Pruffia began to build the new palace 
of' Sans-Souci, which is now completely 
finiihed, and is certainly a very noble 
and fplendid work. The offices are at sL 
confiderable diftance, and are joined to the 
body of the palace by a double colonnade^ 
jwhich has a very grand effefl. The frotft 
of the palace fcems rather crowded, by the 
great number of ftatues which are intended 
to ornament it. Thefe are generally ift 
groups, reprefenting fome ftoryfrom Ovid. 
This building has a cupola, terminated by 
.a large crown, filpported by the three 
Graces. The Duke of Hamilton obferved, 

that 
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ihit three Pruffian grenadiers would have 
been more fuitable. On the ground-floor, 
in the middle, there is a large h^lli whofe 
floor^ fideSf and robf, are all of tnarbld* 
It is called the grotto, and the ornaments 
correfpond with that name. This room 
can be agreeable only when the weather is 
^^ceflively hot; In Italy it would be de- 
lightful. The roof of this hall is low, find 
vaulted, dnd fupportS another room in all 
refpefts of the faitie dimdrifiotis, only 
higher. This .fecdiid room is alfo lined 
with beautiful marble. The other apart- 
ments are adorned with rtth furniture and 
paintings, all very fliowy. Many people 
think theih gaudy. — It muft be owned, 
that the gilding is laid on with a very 
lavifh hand' 

Oppofite to the old palace of Sans-Souct, 
and immediately without the gjtrdens. 
Lord Marechal has built a houfe, where 
he conftantly refides. You are well ac* 

K 2 quainttd 
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quainted with the amiable chara<^er of tfait 
nobleman. We waited on him foon after 
our arrival, and have dined with him fe- 
veral times iince. On the front o( hit 
houfe is this infcription : 

FREDERICUS II. NOBIS HiEC OTIA FECIT. 

Adjoining to this houfe is a fmall garden, 
with a door which communicates with thcf 
King's garden of Sans-Souci, fo that hi» 
Lordftiip has the full enjoyment of thefe 
gardens. The King has alfaa key to my 
Lord's little garden, and frequently walks 
by this pafTage to vifit him. 

We fet out for Berlin to-morrowr Adieu. 
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LETTER LXIV. 




Berlin. 

E arrived here in the height of the 
preparation for the reviews. No- 
thing *as to be ftfen in the ftrcets but fol- 

AittV j^rading, and officers hurrying back- 
ward^ and forwards. The town looked 
more like the cantonment of a great army^ 
tlian the capital of a kingdom in the time 
of profound peace. The Court itfelf re- 
fenibVed'the levee of a General in the field 
—except the foreign minifters, and a few 
ftrangers, every man there (for there were 
no women) was drefled in a military uni- 
form. 

Mr. Harris^ the Britifh minifter, attend- 
ed the Duke of Hamilton the day we were 
prefcntcd to the King. A fon of Prince 

K 3 Kaunitz'g, 
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Kaunit2*8, and fome other ftrangers, were 
prcfented at the fame time. The Count 
Reufe, chamberlain of the Court, named 
each perfon to his Majefty a$ he approachr 
cd: He converfed a confiderable time with 
the Puke, and fpoke a few words to 
every perfon w|io was prefented. — Hi$ 
countenance and manper are exceedingly 
animated.- — Hie feenied tl^at day in very 
high fpirits> and fpoke to all his officers iq 
ap eafy (^y|e, an(l with a kind of gay aff?* 
brlity. On their p^rt, they appear befor^ 
their inafter with an ereft military bold? 
ncfs, free from that pringing addrefs whicl^ 
prevails in inany Courts, but would no^ 

fucceed here, 

„ v.. ' • 

The King was three days ^t Ber|ip b^-^ 
fpre the reviews began, and paffed foni^ 
hours every mqrning in the park, where 
there were four or five thoufand men or- 
dered daily, not to be exercifed, but fim- 
ply that the Kinjg; might examine the flatc 
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of each corj^ in particular : and it is incre- 
diUe with what accuracy and minute atr 
lention he did. examine them, the Colonel 
of the regiment under fcrutiny walking 
along with him, to anfwer any queftion» 
and hear his directions and remarks. By 
this exadinefs, he not only knows the con- 
dition of thearmy in general, but the ap-^ 
pearance, degree of difcipline, and flrengtb 
of each regiment. 

The whole number reviewed was about 
thirty-fix or thirty-eight thoufand, confift- 
ing of the garrifon of Berlin, and troops 
from fojne of the adjacent towns and vil- 
lages. This army was in the field three 
mornings fucceffively, and the operations 
wete diflFerent each day. I (hall endeavour 
to give you an idea of the plan of the laft 

day^s review, which is frefheft in my m^- 
pory. 



K 4 At 
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At break of day, about eight thoufand 
picn marched out of Berlin, under the 
command of 2^ general ofiicer, |md took 
^ofieiOion of a village, (ituated on a Hfli^ . 
ground, gt the diftance of two or three 
miles. About aa hour after, the King 
^fflfelf joined the army, which was af- 
£mibled without the gatea. He divided it 
itito thret qolumn$» Two geckeral officers 
fook the command of two of them; ha 
himfelf led the third. The whole marched 

by, three different, routes towards the- vil- 
lage, where the former detachment had 
xxow taken pofL In^ the ^ttai:k apd de-t 
fenpeof this village the review confifted.. 

As, the ajmy advauced, they were, canr 
l^puaded from the village, but could not, 
be fuppofejd to fuffer much, becaufe.the 
le^fder of ea9h column advanced with caur 
tion, taking fuch circuits as expofe^ the 
pien very little. 

At 
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At length the three columns m^t pa ;| 
large plain nea^r the vill9|;e, but prpte^^^d 
fropi the b^tteri^^s by a rifing of the 
^ound. Here ;be King formed.tjie axoiy 
into two lines* While tb^^ was ^P^ng^ 
they were perfedly fecure ; hut they coul4 
not advance towards the village othej;wire 
|han by going over the fwell in the gfpund# 
find being ejj^pofed to all the cannon of the 
iSnemy. This was to be performed^ there- 
fore, with as much expedition as could be 
ponfiflent with good, order. The right 
wing of the army cnade the attack, A^ 
ibon as the fignal was. given» all the drum^ 
and fifes (Iruck up at once.. The fold iers 
advanced with a rapid pace. A numerous 
train of large. field- pieces, placed, at proper 
jbtervalsi advanced with equal velocityt 
and kept, in a line with the front rank.. 
The rapidity with which they were charged 
and difcharged, as they advanced^ was quite, 
^ftoniftiing. When the line came withiq, 
& proper diftance of the village, the fol- 
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dicrs began to ufe their firelocks. In th? 
mean time there was a furious cannonade, 
and difcharge of foiall fliot from the vil- 

4 

lage. The King was between the advanc- 
ing line and the village during the attack* 
When they had got very near the hedges, 
a new battery opened from the village. 
The King gave a fignal, and the firft line 
broke, fell into an artificial confufion, and 
gave back towards the fccond line, which 
opened at feveral places, and clofed again 
the moment the retreating line had pierced 
through. The fecond line then moved to 
the attack, as the former had done. This 
alfo feemed to be repulfed — a retreat was 
founded, and the whole wing began ^o 
retire. A body of cavalry then appeared 
from the village, and were advancing to 
charge the retreating army, but were them- 
felves charged, and driven back, by the 
cavalry of the right wing. 

g A bodjr 



mmm 
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A body of huflars purfued alfo from the 
village, and haraffed the retreating arnpiy. 
Thefe were fometimes rcpulfed by the fol- 

■ 

d'lers, who turned and fired on them, and 
fometimes by detached parties of cavalry, 
which drove them away. 

Thefe various operations laftcd fronj 
five in the morning till nooui when the 
troops returned to Berlin. — I^ is hardly 
po^Gble for any words of mine to convey 
an adequate idea of the perfedi manner 

ia which thefe evolutions were executed. 
The charges made by jhe cavalry were 
praifed by the King himfelf. I had never 
feen fo great a body together, and had no 
idea that it was poffible to charge at full 
gallop, and keep the ranks and diflances 
fo exadly as they di|J. 

Upon the principle, that velocity is equa^ 
\9 weight, they endeavour to compenfate 

fpf 
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for the lightnefs of the horfes by the 
quicknefs of their motion. The huffars 
inahe Pruflian army are taught, not only 
to harafs a retreating army in detached 
parties, but to charge like heavy cavalry 
in a large body. The late General Seid- 
litz, who had the reputation of being the 
beft oflBcer of cavalry in Europe, brought 
the Pruilian dragoons to a wonderful de- 
gree of perfedibn, and it is faid that he 
gained the battle of Roibach by one brifk 
charge. Ever fince, the King of Pruffia* 
has beftowed great attention on his cavalry. 
They are now habituated to charge in large 
bodies, and at ful) fpeed. 

4 

The cuiraffiers are the flower of the 
Pruffian army. , They are drefled in buflr 
coats, and wear very heavy iron bread- 
plates, which cover all the fore-part of 
the body, and have been tried by mufket* 
Ihot before they are delivered to the men. 

I neg- 



MANNERS IN FRANCE, &c. 141 

I negleded to mention, that the infarntrjr 
were ordered to ihout as they advanced to 
the attack on the village, and that this 
practice is adopted by the Pruffians in adual 
fervice. The King, as I am informed, is 
of opinion, that this keeps up the fpirits of 
the men, and prevents them from reflefl- 
ing on the danger of their fituation. There 
are a greater proportion of drummers in 
the Pruflian fervice than in moft others J 
a regulation, in all probability, founded on 
the fame principle. 

The evening after the reviews, there 
were a concert and fupper at Prince Hen- 
ry's palace. The Queen was prefent, and 
the King's brothers, Henry himfelf, and 
Ferdinand, with their Princeffes j alio the 
Prince and Princefs of Pruflia, Prince 
Frederick of Brunfwick and hk Princefs^ 
and a numerous campany, I here deli- 
vered to Prince Frederick the letter I had 
brought from his nether, who I found had 
a before 
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before apprized him of ray intention td gd 
to Berlin. 

The King hiihfelf was not prefent. He 
feldora appears at feftivals. All his hours^i 
hot employed in bufinefs, he fpends iii 
teading, or ih the fociety of a few people 

whom he efteems. The Hereditary Prince 
of Brunfwick is at prefent the King's moil 
conilant companion, a choice which does 
not more iionour to the Prince than to the 
fcirig^s difcernmeht. 

Prince Henry's palace is one of the moft 
magnificent buildings in Berlin. No fub- 
jed of the King of Pruffia lives in a more 
fumptuous manner than this Prince, who 
keeps a numerous eftablifliment of fervants, 
moftly handfome young men, very richly 
dreflfed. The entertainment on this occa^ 
lion was remarkably fplendid. 



Manners in frange, hc h^ 
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^TT^ H E day after the reviews, the Kingy 
•*" attended by his nephew, the Princie of 
ipruffia, atid the Hereditary Prince of Brunf- 
wick» fet out for Magdeburg, where there 
is a camp of 1^9000 men. He afterwards 
will proceed to Silefia, and his new ad- 
quired dominions in Poland, and is not ex- 
pected at Potfdam for fix weeks at lealL 

His Majefly makes the fame circuit 
twice every year. — Surely no King in Eu- 
rope can have fuch a thorough knowledge 
of his dominions and fubjeds as this mo- 
narch.— His abfeuce from Berlin has made 
but little relaxation in the duty, and none 
in the difcipline, of the troops. The re- 
views were fcarcely over, when field-days 

began. 
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began. There are 1500 or 2000 of thi 
troops belonging to this garrifon, exercifed 
in the park almoft every morning, befides 
thofe who appear on the parade for the or- 
dinary guards. 

A review, {uch as that which t endeA- 

■ *•■ . 

voured to defer ibe. Is undoubtedly one of 
the fined (hows that can be exhibited : hxA 
when a fpeftator of fenfibility reflects ed 
the means by which thefe poor fellows arc 
brought to this wonderful degree of accu^ 
tacy, he will pay a fevere tax for this fplen^ 
did exhibition^— The Pruffian difciplitie oil 
a general view is beautiful j in detail it is 
, Ihocking. 

When the young ruftic is brought td 
the regiment, he is at firft treated with H 
degree of gentlenefs ; he is inftrufted bjr 
words only how to walk, and to hold up 
his head, and to carry his firelock, and he 
is not punifhed, though he ihould not fuc- 

ceed 
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wed in his earlieft attempts :— they allow 
his nattiral awkwardnefs and timidity to 
.wear ofF by degrees :— they feem cautious 
of confounding him at the beginning, or 
driving him to defpair^ and take care not to 
pour all the terrors of their difcipUne upon 
his aftoniflied fenfes at once. When he 
has been a little familiarifed to his new 
flate, he is taught the exercife of the fire- 
lock) firfl alone, and afterwards with two 
or three of his companions* This is not 
cntrufted to a corporal or ferjeant ; it is the 
duty of a fubaltern officer. In the park at 
Berlin, every morning may be feen the 
Lieutenants of the different regiments ex- 
ercifing, with the greateft affiduity, fome- 
times a fingle man, at other timps three or 
four together j aqd now, if the young re- 
cruit fhows negle(3: or remiflnefs, his at- 
tention is roufed by the officer's cane, which 
is applied with augmenting energy, till he 
has acquired the full command of his fire- 
lock. — He is taught fteadinefs under arin9« 
Vol. IL L and 
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and the immobility of a^ ftatue ;— he is in-, 
formed, that all his members are to move 
only at the word of command, and not at 
his own pleafure ;-r-that fpeaking, cough- 
ing) fneexing, are all unpardonable crimes ; 
and when the poor lad is accomplished to 
their mind, they give Tiim to underftand> 
that now it is perfedly known what he can 
do, and therefore th« fmalleft deficiency 
will be punifhed with rigour. And al- 
though be ftiould deftine every moment of 
his time, and all his attention, to cleaning 
his arms, taking care of his clothes, and 
praiSifing the manual exercife, it is but 
barely poffible for him to efcape punifh- 
ment ; and if his captain happens to be of 
a capricious or cruel difpofition, the ill-^ 
fated foldier lofes the poor chance of that 
poffibility. 

As for the officers, they are not indeed 
fubjeded to corporal punifhment, but 

they are obliged to beftpw as unremitting 

." **■ • ^ 

■. attentioB 
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attention on duty as the men. The 
fubalterns are al mod conftaotly on guards 
or exercifing the recruits: the Captain 
knows, tha.t he will be blamed by his Co- 
lonel, and can expe£l no : promotion, if his 
company be not as perfed as the others: 
the Colonel entirely lofes the Ring's favour, 
if his regiment fhould fail in any particiiilar: 
the General is anfwerable for the difcipjide: 
of the brigade, or garrifon, under his im*« 
mediate cotomand. The King will not be 
fatisfied with the General's report on that 
fubje<3:, but niuft examine every thing him- 
felf ; fo that from his Majefty, down to the 
common centinel, every individual is alert. 
And as the King, who is the chief fpring 
and primum mobile of the whole, never 
relaxes, the faculties of every fubordinate 
perfon are kept in conftant exertion : the 
confequence of which is, that the Pruffiaa 
army is the beft difciplined, and the readieft . 
for fervice at a minute's warning, of any 
now in the world, or perhaps that ever was 

L 3 in 
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in it. Other moaarchs have attempted to 

# • • 

earry difcipline to the fame degree of per- 
fedioot and have begun this plan with 
ailoni(hing eagernefs. But a little time 
and new objeds have blunted their keen- 
nefs, and divided their attention. They 
have then delegated the execution to a 
commander in chiefy he to another of in- 
ferior rank) and thus a certain degree of 
relaxation having once taken place, foon 
pervades the whole fyftem ; but the perfe-' 
verance of the King of PruflSa is without 

« 

e:cample, and is perhaps the moft remark- 
able part of his extraordinary charafter. 

r- ■ • 

/That degree of exertion which a man 
of a vigorous mind is capable of making 
Ob fome very important occafioh, the King 
of Pruflia has made for thirty years at a 
ftretch, without permitting pleafure, indo- 
lence, difguft, or difappointmcnt, to inter- 
rupt his plan for a fingle day.-^— And he 
has obliged every perfoa through the va- 

I riou* 
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rious departments of his government to 
make, as far as their charaders and 

• _ ■ 

* ftrength could go, the fame exertions,— I 
leave you to judge in what manner fuch a 
man muft be ferved, and what he iB capable 
of performing • 



. *\ 



■ .* 
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Berlin. 

I^T O condition in life can be more adive, 
^ and at the fame time have lefs va-- 
riety in it, than that of a Pruffian officer 
in the time of peace. He is continually 
employed in the fame occupation, and con- 
tinually occupied in the fame place. There 
is no rotation of the troops as in the Britiflx 
fervice. The regiments which were placed 
in Berlin, Magdeburg, Schweidnitz, and 
the other garrifons at the conclufion of the 
war, remain there ftill. It is dreaded, that 
if they were occafionally moved from one 
garrifon to another, the foreigners in the 
fervice, who are exceedingly prone to de- 
fertion, might then find opportunities, 
which according to the prefent plan they 
cannot : for however defirous a Pruffian 

foldier 
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foldier may be to defert, the thing is al- 
moH: impoiTible*- The mbment a man is 
miffing^ a certain number of cannons are 
firedt which announce the dcfertion to the 
whole country. The peafants have a con- 
fiderable reward for feizing a deferter, and 
are liable to fevere penalties if they har- 
bour, or aid him in making his efeape, and 
parties from the garrifoos are ient after 
him in every direftion* 

As none of the foldiers are ever allowed 
to go without the walls 6f the town, it re- 
quires great addrefs to get over this firft 
difficulty ; and when they have been fo far 
fortunate, many chances remain againft 
their efcaping through the Pruffian domi- 
nions ; and even when they arrive fafe in 
any of the neighbouring ftates, 

Nunc eadem fortuna viros tot cafibus aflos 
Infequitur *. 

♦ The fame fate awaits them there, after all the dan- 
gers they have efcaped. 

L 4 For 
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For there they will probably be obliged to 
inlifl; again as foldiers ; fo that on the 
whole, however unhappy they may be, it 
is abfurd to attempt defertion in any other 
way than by killing jhemfelvcs, which me- 
thod, as I am told, begins to prevail. 

V I 

I ■ 

In confequence of their remaining conr 
ftantly in the fame place, converfing always* 
with the fame people, and being employ- 
ed uniformly in the fame bufinefs, the 
PruiTian ofEcers acquire a (laid, ferious ap^ 
pearance, exceedingly diflFerent from the 
gay, diflipated, degage air of Britifh or 
French officers. Their only amufementf 

or relaxation from the duties of their pro- 

... • . • ....•■ . * . - 

feffion, feems to be walking on the parade, 
and converfing with each other. The in- 
ferior oflScers, thus deprived of opportu- 
nities of mixing in general fociety, and not 
having time for ftudy, can have no very 
cxtenfive range of ideas. Their knowledge, 

It 
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it muft be confeffedi is pretty much con? 
fined to that branch of tadics in ^hich 
they are fo mi^ch employed \ and many 
of them at length feera to think) that to 
fiand firm and fleady, to march ered, to 
wheel to the right and left, and to charge 
and difcharge a firelock, if not the fole 
ufe of human creatures^ is at leaft the chief 
tnd of their creation. 

The King, as I have been informed, 
has no inclination that they fhould reafon 
on a larger compafs of thought, which 
might poflibly lead them to defpife theic 
jdaily employment of drilling foldi^s^ 
counting the buttons of their coats, and 
examining the flate of their fpatter- 
dapies and breeches. For as foon as men's 
minds become fuperior to their bufinefs, 
the bufinefs will not be fo well performed. 
Some application to other ftudies, and op- 
portunities of mixing with a more general 
^ociety, might make them more agreeable 

meoi 
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men, but not better captains, lieutenants^, 
and adjutants. 

His Majefty imagines he will always -find 
a fufficient number of men of a more liberal 
turn of mind, and more extenfive notions, 
for officers of great truft and feparate com- 
xnandsa where the general mud ad according 
to emergencies, and the light of his owq| 
underftanding. He believes alfo, that this 
g^eral fyftem will not deprive him of 
the advantage of particular exceptions^ or 
prevent genius from being diftinguiflied, 
when it exifts in the humbleft fpheres of 
his fervice. As often, therefore, as he 
obferves any dawnings of this kind ; when 
any officer, or even foldier, difcovers un- 
common talents, or an extenfive capacity, 
he is fure to be advanced, and placed in a 
fituation where his abilities may have a 
full power of exertion ; while thofe muft 
ftand ftill, or be moved by a very flow gra- 
dation, who have no other merit to depend 

on 



MANNERS IN FRANCE,. &9. 155 

oa for promotion but affiduity alonct 
\F.hich, in the Pruflian fervice, can never 
conduct to that rank in the ^rmyi where 
other qualifications are wanted. 

' As to the common men, the leading 
idea of the Pruffian difcipline is to reduce 
them, in many refjpefts, to the nature of 
machines ; that they may have no volition 
of their own, but be aduated folely by 
that of their officers ; that they may have 
fiich a fuperlative dread of thofe officers as 
annihilates all fear of the enemy; and that 
they may move forwards when ordered, 
Without deeper reafoning or more concern 
than the firelocks they carry along with 
them. 



Confidering the length to which this 
fyftem is carried, it were to be wifhed 
that it could be carried ftill further, and 
that thofe unhappy men, while they re- 
tained 
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tained the faculties of hearing and obeyw 
ing orders, could be depriyed of every 
other kind of feeling. 



, The common (bte of flavtry in A£z^ 
or th^t to which people of civil profef* 
iions in the mq& defpotic countries are 
fuhjeAf' is freedon) in ccHnpariibn of this 
kiqd of military flavdy. The former are 
not coatinually under the eyes of their 
tyrants, but far long intervals of time may 
enjoy life without reftraint, and as their 
tafte didjt^tes ; but all the foreign foldiers 

in this fervice, and thofe of the najiveSf 
who are fufpeded of any intention to de« 
fert^ and confequently never allowed fur* 
loughs^are always under the eye of fome- 
body, who has the povjreri and too often 
the inclination, to contropl every a^ion 
pf their bodies, and every deiire of their 
hearcs. 

Since 
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Since fuch a number of men all ovcf 
Europe are doomed to this ftate of coti* 
ibrainty it is much to be lamented thaf» 
from the naiture of the ieryice, the doom 
ihould fall on the ufefuU induftrious pea^ 
iantry, who, when uncontrolled by cruel 
Mad abfurd policy, pafs their days in chcer- 
iulnefs, tailing every real pleafure without 
the naufea of fatiety, or the ftings of re- 
morfe, and perhaps, of all mankind, have 
the greateft enjoyment of life. The fum- 
total of happinefs, deftroyed by removing 
men from this fituation into a (late of mi- 
fery, muft be infinitely greater than if 
many of the ufelefs, wealthy, and luxu- 
rious could be tranflated into the fame 
ftate. This would not be annihilating 
happinefs, but only fhifting the fccne of 
the wretched. Such recruits would only 
be harafled by the caprices of others in- 
ftead of their own ; — plagued with the 
manual exercife, inftead of being tortured 

by 
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by peeviftinefs and difguft;— laid up in 
confequence of running the gantlet, in- 
ftead of being laid up with the gout;-^ 
and, finally, knocked down by a cannon- 
ball, inftead of being tilled by a fit of the 
apoplexy or ei furfeit* 
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Berlin. 

TN STEAD of troubling you with any 
^ more obfervations of iny own, on the 
nature of the Pruffiin difcipline, or the 
principles on whith it is founded, I fhall 
give you the fubftance of fome converfa- 
tions I have had on that fubjedJ: with a 
Pruflian officer of charadcr. 

* 

Walking one morning in the parki we 
iaw a poor fellow fmartly caned, for no 
other reafon, but becaufe he did not re- 
turn the ram-rod into his piece with for 
much celerity as the reft of the platoon* 
I turned away with indignation from the 
fight, which the officer obferving, faid, 
You think the punifhment too fevere for 
the crime !-^There was no crime, faid I : 

the 
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the ram^rod dipt through his finget:^- &jr 
accidcotf and it is not pofiible toitnagine^ 
tlMA the man had any intention to perform 
thii. important xnotipn lefs rapidiy than 
his comrades. Every thing mufl be cos- 

fidered as of importance by a foldier, re- 

. .[ ■ 

plied my PruflSan acquaintance, which 
his officer orders him to do. In all pro- 
jt)abinty, the fault was involuntary; but 
it is not always poffible to diftinguifh in^ 
voluntary faults from thofe that happen 
through negligence. To prevent any man 
from hoping that his negligence will be 
forgiven as involuntary, all blunders are 

■ ' * * 

jjflmfhed, from whatever caufe they hap- 
J)Cfa ; the coiifequehce of which is^ that 
^very man is more attentive and alert than 
he would otherwife be. I remember, added 
he, thit it was very ufual on field-days for 
the dragoons to have their hats blown off. 
Nobody fafpeded that they had bribed 
the wind to play this trick ; yet a general 
officer being put out of humour hy the 

fre^ 



MANNERS IN FRANCE, &c. i6i 

frbqueocy of the aceidentt gave orders td 
punifh every man to whom it ihoald hap^ 
pen; and fince that order wa& put in force^ 
the hats haVe b^n much feldomer blown 
oflF. 

t then mentioned a tad which appeared 
to me ftiil more extraordinary. A huifar, 
at the iaft review, had fallen from his 
horfe at full gallop, and was fo much 
bruifedj that it was found neceflfary to 
carry him to the hofpital; and I had been 
aflured, that as foon as the man fhould 
be perfedly recovered, he would certainly 
be punifhed for having fallen. Now, con* 
tinued I, though a man may be a little 
carelefs about his hat, it cannot be ima*- 
gjned, that this huflfar was not ferioufly 
inclined to keep his feat; for by falling, 
he might have broke his neck, or have 
been trod to death i Or, even if you 
choofe to fuppofe, that he did not ride 
with all the attention he ought, yet, as 

Vol. II. M he 
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he received one fevere puniftiment by thif 
faili it woHid be cruel to infiidt another* 
I haVe nothing to oppofe to the folidity 
of your argument, replied the Pruffiaiif, 
but that General Seidlitz, who was tfc« 
beft officer of cavalry in the world, firft 
introduced this piece of cruelty, fince 
which it is certain, that the men have 
not fallen fo often. The King imaginesi 
continued the Pruffian, that difcipline i» 
the foul of an army ; that men in the dif- 
ferent nations of Europe are, in thofe 
qualities which are thought neceffary for 
a foldier, nearly on a parj that in two 
armies of equal numbers, the degrees of 
difcipline will determine how far one is 
fuperior to the other. His great objeft, 
therefore, is to keep his own army at the 
higheft poffible degree of perfedion in this 
cffential point. If that could be done by 
gentle means, undoubtedly he would pife- 
fer them — He is tiot naturally of a cruel 
difpofrtion, — His general condu€l to officers 
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df timk ptotes thiir.i^tiriding that thd 
hopes of prothotloDt and a fenfe of hd* 
nour, are fufficient motives td prompt 
thcnl to their duty, he never has had re- 
courfe, ekcept in cafes of" treachei-y, to 
^ny higher punishment that! difmiiling 
them. In fome remarkable inilances, he 

> ■ * • 

has difplayed more mildnefs than is ufual 

• * « I 

in any other fervice. Some of his Generals 
have allowed towns of the greateft im- 
portance to be taken by furprife ; otherd 
have loft intire armies ; yet he never was 
influenced by popular clamour, or by the 
hnnous condition of his own affairs in 
confcquence of thoft loffes, to put any of 
the unfdrtutiate generals to death. And 
i^heii any of them have been fufpended 
for a certain time, or declared, by the 
decree of a court-martial, incapable of a 
thilitary commatid ulider him, he has ne- 
ver aggravated the fentence by any oppro- 
brious commentary, but has rather al- 
leviated it by fome claufe or meflage, 

M 3 which 
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which rpared the hoabuirof the condemned 
getteraL 



J * .- 



The common foldiers cannot be kept to 
their duty by mild treatment. Severe and 
immediate corporal punilhment is found 
abfolutdy neceffary.~Not to ufe it at 
ally or to ufe it in a degree incapable 
of producing the full effed, would be 
weaknefs. Soldiers are fometimes punifh* 
ed for (lips, which perhaps all their at- 
tention cannot prevent; becaufei though 
it is impofiible to afcertain, that any par- 
ticular man could have avoided themi yet 
experience has taught, thatf by punilhingi 
every blunder, fewer are committed on 
the whole. This fufficiently juftifies the 
pradice of what you call cruelty, but 
which is in reality falutary difcipline ; for 
an individual fufFering unjuftly is not (b 
great an evil in an army, as the permit-^ 

ting negligence to pafs unpuniflied. To 
allow ten guilty men to efcape, rather 

t than 
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thaa rtAlt^ panifliment of one igdoceat 
perfon, may be a good maxim in mortiKEy^ 
or in civil government^ but the reverfe will 
be found preferable in riiilitary^d!f^l]^ii^*^, 

^When the Pruf&an had finiOied hitf dif- 
:x>urfe. I faid, You feem to li^ed all 
:hofe incitements which are fuppofed to 
nflbence the minds of foldiers.; the love 
)f glory, the love of country, you count 
18 nothing. You addrefs youfelf to no 
Miffiott but one.«*^Fear is the only inftru- 
nent by which you compel your common^ 
uen to deeds of intrepidity*— Never mind 
be inftrumenty replied the Pruffunj but 
odk to the e^cCt. 

I am convinced, anfwered I, that Britifh 
bldiers, with that degree of difcipline. 
^hich fubfifts in our army, which is not 
lear fo rigid as yours, animated by their 
native courage, and the intereft which even 
hf gommon men take in all their coun- 

M 3 try's 
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itj^ q/ij^frelg, ar^a^leaft pqual to any otitieif 

troop*.. 



* -^ « 



' . - ■ ■ • 

I hop^, faid he^ tke experiment wilj 
not be ma^e foon, for 1 efteem your na- 
tiopi a|id fhpul4 be forry to fee your troqps 
pjppofed: to. ours in the field: but till they 
afe> yovf. cannot be fure of the juftnefs of 
yoiir aflertion. The advantages you gaia^ 
ed over the French in the late war rather 
jnakegformy argument, becaufe theFrepcl^. 
army is more remifs in {he article of ^ii^, 
ciplinp t^an yours. 

I tben returned to my old ground,, tlxe. 
croelty pf haraffing and tormenting .mcq. 
without intermifiion; and afferted, tha^ 
\ltic advantages arifing from fuch exceffinrei 
feycrity, even though they ihould be a^ 
gfeat f|S he reprefented^ copjd iiot form ^ 

^u^cient reafoo for rendering the lives of 
fQ many men mifcrable. 



T t 
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:'I; do not .kdow that thev are miferable, 
Mpli^ he.— rWben.'tnen- are but indifFe- 
caatl^ ; fpcl, , i^oed : to perform very hard 
^SUfffj QflSau). of being feverely pumped for 
tlifo/qftalkfj; &ultSj and fome^imes. even for 
^bi^r! ffiisfortonesy can you doubt)' -faid I,, 
tliat thefe m^ri are naifcrahle ^-^Thqy - do 
oot feem mif^ria^bley replied he, they, bear 
if v^r-y^^WcJl^rrr-rAud would you, added f, 
l^gye the kf« remorfe in tormentiog meni 
%;tyii((^ tbey H^iio ihd fbcfigth of mind to 
bear^it treU ? 



.,!;.• V 



, \ . • 



I then told hioi a ftory I had heard of 
an Englifh failor, who was tried for a rob- 
bery he had committed on the highway* 
While his doom was pronouncing, he raif* 
ed a piece of rolled tobacco to his mouth, 
and held it between his teeth till he heard 
the fentence of death pafled on him. He 
then bit off a piece of the tobacco, and be- 
gan to chew it with great unconcern. 
Sirrah, fftid the judge, piqued at the 

M 4 man's 
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T^SLXis indifFereace, do you know that you 
are to be haogeii in a very (hort time ?-^-^o 

I hear, faid the failor, fquirting a little to? 
bacco juice from his mouth.— Do you 
know, rejoined the judge, where you will 
go whea you die ? — I cannot tell indeed*^ 
^n't pleafe your honour, faid the failor.— 4 
Why, then, cried the judge, with a tre- 
mendous voice, I will tell you : Yoti wilf 
go to hell, you villain, and there be burnt 
tQ 9U eternity^^^If I fhould, readied fSmf 
lailor, with perfed tranquillity, I ho|M^ 
my Lord, I ihall be able to bciE^r it. 
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"DERLIN is tertainly one tif die iiioft 
^^ beaotiful cities in Biinpe. Tlufftrisets 
are built in a Very regular manner* ttiid dP 

a commodious breadth* In tbe new townr 
they ace perfe^y firaight. Fifedmck^^ 
ilreet is reckoned two Engfiih miles aAdi a 
half* or a French league* in length. Otheirs» 
which go oflF at right angles! from that* are 
f mile, or a mile and a half long. 

Some people affert* that Berlin covers 
f ft much ground as Paris, Thefe are not 
Frenchmen, as you will teadily believe ; 
^either am I of that opinion^ but it cer- 
tainly approaches much nearer to Paris in 
fize than in number of inhabitants ; Ber- 
Im is undoubtedly more than half the (ize 

of 
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of Paris, yet I am convinced it does not 
contain above a fifth of the inhabitants. 

There ar^ a few very magnificent build- 
ings in this town. The reft are neat 
hoi^$v: ^^^t of a fine white free-ftone, 
gipASr^Ilj^ on^y. 9r at moft two ftories high. 
^j^j:p» a? qt Po.tiG;J*m, the fifliflbing within 
^j not j^fgfpood withitfee.eleganc? pf 
^e.putiiid^, iki^4 the.roldieriB ^re quartered 
ijo]^9grqund-%>priproq©§lpo^^^ to the 
^roct. The ^principal efjifices are jlj^ 
K^ipg's pa^pe,, and that of Prince Henry, 
Both of: thefif ^ »rc very magnificent. The 
arfenal, wh}ch; is a noble ftrudure, ia 
built in the form of a fquare. We were 
informed, that, at prefent it containa arms 
for 2po>ooo men. I am convinced this i& 
no cxaggeratipq, 

% . . * 
The. new Roman Catholic church is by 

far the moft elegant place of worlhip in 

the city. The King allows the free exer- 

fifc 
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» 

ife of every religion over all bis dQxninioQs. 
^e thinks the fmalleft controul over men^f 
ronfpiences highly unjuft^ : He even haa. 
he delicacy not to influence them by bis, 
•f^^piple, and pflFep^s no religion, by giving 
I preference to ai)y one in particular. 

Qn the front of the opeya-houfe, which 
is a very beaijtiful ftru^ure, is this in* 
[cription; 

T • 

FREDERICUS REX, APpLLlNI ETj MUSIS, " 

. After obferving the infcriptions and or- 
paments of the palaces and other pi^blic 
buildings, the new method of decorating 
the churches, the number of Mercuries, 
Apollos, Minervas, and Cppids, that are 
to be met with in this country, a ftranger 
might be led to . fufpefl;, tljat the Chriftian 
religion was exploded from the Pruffian 
dominions, and oldi Jupiter and his family 
felloied to their ancient htmours. ' 



i>/-Av J • ' ■■■< 



There 
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Thbrc 18 an equeftrian ftatue of Williamt 
the Great Eledor, on the new bridge over' 
the Spree. Thi^ is highly efteemed as a 

piece of fine worlmanfliip.— In the comer 

• ■ 

of one of the fquaresi is a ftatue of Marfhal 
Schwerih. He is reprefented holding the 
eniign with which he advanced at the 
faimous battle of Prague*-— Perceiving; his 
troops on the point of giving way, he 
feized this from the officer's hands whofe 
duty it was to carry it, and marched to- 
ward^ the enemy, calling out, Let all but 
cowards follow pie. The troops, afliamed 
to abandon their general, charged Once 
more, and turned the fortune of the day.— - 
But the brave qld Marfhal was killed , in 
the eighty-fourth year of his age. — Do not 
yoif think the trouble of living fo lon^ was 
amply reji)aid by fQch a dejith ? 

Inftead of faints or crucifixes, the King 
intends, that the churches of Berlin ihali. 
\>i PrQM|iente4 with the portaits of men 

W^Q 
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who have.' been ufeful tatbe date. Tbofc 
of the MadhaU Schwerin, ICciih, WiQt«rf 
field* and feme other9» are already, pl|aced 
in the great Lutheran chorch* 



V> rv 






The fociety into which ftrangers mBtfybf 
admitted in this capital^ is not varioittj^ 
exteniive. The Prullian officers of > the 
higher ranks^ whofe time is not entirely 
engrofledy'Mike that of their inferipts^ by 
the duties of their profeilionf live moftly 
with their own families, or with each 

other. Exclufive of other reafons which 
might decermine them to this* it is undef- 
ftood, that the King does not approve of 
their forming intimacies with foreign vnU 
nifters* or with ftranger$* 

The Duke of Hamilton followed the King 
to Magdeburg to fee the reviews there, and 
has (ince made a tour as f&r^ as Leipfic^ 
with two Englifh gentlemen^ My ^ofl- 

fi«ai<5ii 
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mho lives here in a ftyle which does honour 
to his country and himfelf« 

« 

Wc have received very great civilities alfo 
from Baron Van Swieten, minifler from 
the Court of Vienna, a man of wit and 
erudition* He is fon to the celebrated 
phyficiaUf whofe works are fo highly 
efteemed all over Europe. There are two 
or three general officers who are pretty 
often at the houfes of thefe minifters^ and 
entertain firangers occafionally at home.— 
Befides thofe I have named, there are very 
few of the King of Pruffia's fervants who 
have any connexion with the ftrangers that 
come to Berlin. I have had the happinefs 
of forming an acquaintance here with two 
very agreeable French gentlemen, the 
Marquis de Laval, fon of the Duke of 
that name, and the Count de Clermont, 
grandfon of that Monf. dc Saint Hillaire, 
"rtrhofe arm was carried on' by the fame 

bullet 



bullet ^;Mcii iilkd, fMsitOxal ^P^j^ta9fi4 
You remember the .lpQ,|^9ient which St. 
Hillaire exprefled to his fon, who lament-' 
€d his wound-^A fantimcot^ wbicb pN>ved» 
that his magnanimity was equal to thfit lef 
the hero whom he fo greatlj prdfetxed to 
JbiBxielf^ 

Adieu. 



. •■ , * 



' * * 
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Berlin* 



WJ HEN we arrived here firft, the Queeti 
^ lived at Mont Bijou, a fmall palace 
juft without the gates. Her Majefty had 
a public day twice a week while fhe re- 
mained there ; but fhe has lately removed 
to Shoenhaufen, another palace, fituated 
two leagues from Berlin, where (he pafles 
the fummer. Here fhe has a public day 
only once a week. The Princes, the no- 
bility, the foreign minifters, and ftrangers> 
generally attend on thefe occafions at five 
in the evening. After her Majefty haa 
walked round the circle, and fpoke a few 
words to every one, fhe fits down to cards* 
There is a table for the Queen, and one 
for ?ach of the Princefles, all of whom 
choofe their own parties. The reft of the 

company 
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company prefent themfclvcs for a few mi- 

i 
nutes at each of thefe card-tables, after 

'which the duty of the day is over, and 

they walk in the garden, or form parties 

at cards in the other apartments, as they 

think proper,' and return to Berlin when it 

Begins to grow dark. On fome particular 

nights, her Majefty invites a confiderable 
number of the company to fupper, who then 
remain till midnight. 

The Queen's Court refembles the other 
Courts of Europe ; whereas that at Sans- 
Souci is upon quite a new plan. No 
Grangers are received there, nor any other 
perfons, except fuch as have real bufmefs 
•with the King. There his Majefty is em- 
ployed in his affairs from morning till even- 
ing, and fpends the hours he deftines for 
relaxation in the company of two or three 
men of letters, and a few officersi whq 
dine with him daily. — When he has bufi- 
nefs with any of his fervants, or with the 
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foreign miniftersy which. cannot he execuN 
ed by letter, they attend liim at Sans-Souci, 
add come away as foon as that bufinefs is 
tranfadled. 



Thofe aflemblies at Shoenhaufen are the 
only eftablifhed amufement for the ladies 
of quality at Berlin during the fummer ; 
but you have frequent opportunities of 
meeting with the court ladies at the houfes 
of the foreign minifters. 

The French manners and turn of think- 
ing certainly prevail very little among the 
Pruffian officers ; but the ladies of the 
court of Berlin have more the air of French 
women, than thofe of any court I have 

■ 

feen. « Mademoifelle de Hartfield, firft lady 
of honour to the Queen, with an infinite 
deal of wit, has all the eafe and elegance 
which diftinguifh the ladies of the G)urt of 
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His Majefty very feldom appears at the 
C^'een^s court, or at any place where 
women form part of the affembly. . When 
he inclines to unbend, his amufements are 
of a nature in which they can take no (hare. 
[ once faid to a lady of this Court, that it 
was a pity his Majefty did not love women. 
*— Q)nfidering his time of life, faid flie, we 

couW difpenfe with his love;" but it is hard 
that he cannot endure us. 

Notwithftanding this humour of the 
King's, the ladies here are by no means 
negleded by the men in general. Many 
of the married women particularly, have 
avowed admirers, who attend them on all 
occafions, are invited with them to all en- 
tertainments, fit next them at table, and 
whom the mafter or miftrefs of the feafl: 
takes care, to place in the fame party with 
them at cards. When a lady is not pro- 
vided with an attendant of this kind, her 
Jiufband, as well as herfelf, is generally a 

N 3 Uttle 
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a little out of countenance, and both feem 
rather in an awkward fituation, till this 
necefl^ry concomitant be found. 

A misfortune of a very ferious nature 
happened lately to a certain gentleman 
here ; inftead of expreffing concern about 
him or his wife (for he waa a married 
man), every body fympathized, in the ten- 
dereft manner, with another lady, between 
whom and this unfortunate gentleman the 
mod intimate connedion was thought to 
fubfift : they faid (he was one of the 
worthieft women in the world, and of fuch 
delicate feelings, that her health might be 
injured by the impreflion the gentleman's 
misfortune would make upon her mind- 
Being furprifed that no mention was made 
of his wife all this time, I afked if fhe 
might not alfo be in fome meafure afFefied 
by her hufband's difafter ? — I was told, that 
Ihe was otherwife occupied, and that any 
thing which could happen to her hufband 

was 
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was of little or no importaoce ta her. I then 
enquired if {he and her hufband lived on 
bad terms; I was informed, that, on the 
contrary, they were on the beft footing in 
the world, for that he was much attached 
to another woman— (the very lady they fo 
greatly lamented) and that his wife was 
entirely devoted to another man : fo the 
account between them being perfedly ba- 
lanced, they lived free of all domeftic de- 
bates, in a ftate of mutual negle<3:, and 
cngrofled with feparate pafEons. 

In this country, when both parties arc 
HTvilling, and when there are no children^ 
a divofce may be obtained with very little 
trouble or expence ; we are frequently in 
companies, where a lady, her prefent and 
former hufband are at table, and all parties 
behave in the moft polite and friendly man^ 
ner to each other. 



N 4 I have 
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I have heard of one gentleman, who 
having lived in a ftate pf domeftic jarring 
with his wife, got her perfuaded to con- 
cur with him in applying for a divorce.-r 
This was fbon obtained. — He then maPr 
ried another woman, with wfioro he was 
violently in love, and expeded, as ufual, 
eternal happinefs. After marriage, how- 
ever, this paflion cooled rather fooner than 
common, and within a few months he 
became the profefled admirer of his iirft 
wife. He now faw a thoufand charms in 
Jier perfon and converfation, which had 
entirely efcaped his notice^ while the bonds 
of wedlock fubfifted. He alfo difcovered, 
that pertaiR peculiarities in her piapneri 

which he had formerly thought exceed- 
ingly awkwarcl, were in fea|ity graceful. 
Jie expreffed his repiorfc fpr his former 
bj^n^nefs ip the moft pathetip terms : thp 
}ady was foftened, and at length gave thp 
piof); perfed marks of forgivenefs ; and it 

wa^ 
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was nt^NdxCsAly thought, that h^ thus 
contrived to live in adultery with the. very 
-woman to whoni he had been lawfully 
fnarried. 

t 

1 :' • ■ ' . - - 

Here jealpufy is held in equal contempt 
and deteftation, and fcandal is very little 
^known. People feepi fo fully occupied 
/pith their owq private affairs, that they fel- 
dom trouble their heads about the bufinefs 
of their neighbours.- If, in the courfe of 
converfation, an intimacy of a particular 
kind is hinted at between people of different 
fexes, it is mentioned accidentally as a fafl: 
of no in^portance, and without the fmalleft 
blame or ill-natured reflection orj either of 
jhe parties. One reafon of this may be, that 
there is fcarce ftich a thing (I am afTured) as 
fin old maijl in his Prulfian Majefly's do- 
miniops. 

The pioft fkfhionable walk in Berlin, is 
if! tjie tniddleofone of the principal ftreetsi^ 

T- Before 
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—Before the houfes on each fide there is a 
caufeway, and between thefe two caufeways 
are fine gravel walks, planted with lime- 
trees. — Tents are pitched under thefe, and 
ice, lemonade, and other refrefliments fold. 
The bands of mufic belonging to the regi- 
ments pradife here in the fummer. — The 
Company generally are in the greateft num- 
ber in the evening, and often walk till it 
is very late. 



Nunc et campus, et areas^ 



Lenefquc fub noflem fufurri, 
Compofita repetantur hora *• 

• Beneath the grateful evening fhade. 
The public walks, the public park, 
Areaffignations duly made, 
With gentle whifpers io the dark. 
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LETTER LXX. 



Berlin, 



XT OTHING furprifed me more, whea 
I firft came to Berlin, than the free- 
dom with which the people fpoke of the 
meafures of government, and the condudl 
of the King. I have heard political to- 
pics, and others which I fhould have 
thought ftill more ticklifh, difcufled here 

with as littlei ceremony as at a London 
cofFee-houfe. The fame freedom appears 
in the bookfeller's (hops, where literary 
produdions of all kinds are fold openly* 

The pamphlet lately publiflied on the di- 
vifion of Poland, wherein the King is very 
roughly treated, is to be had without dif- 
ficulty, as well as other performances, 
which attack fome of the mofl confpicuous 
charafters with all the bitternefs of fatire* 

Ago- 
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A. government, fupported by an army 
of 180,000 men, may fafely difregard the 

criticifms of ^ few fpecqlative politicians, 
and the pen of the fatirift. While his 
Majefty retains the power of difpofing of 
the lives and properties of his fubjeds as 
his wifdom (hall direft, he allows them 
the moft perfed freedom to amufe them- 
felves with as many remarks or jokes on 
his conduft as they pleafe. 

The mind of this monarch is infinitely 
fuperior to that goffiping difpofition, by 
which the defpicable race of whifperers 

and retailers of fcandal thrive at fome 
c6tirt84 Convinced that the fame perfidy 
which can betray a real converfation, may 

invent! a falfe one, he Mens to no little, 
malicious tales of what has pafTed in pri' 
vate companies, or during the hours of 
convivial mirth. Any perfon who fhould 
attempt to repeat anecdotes of this kind 
10 him, would be driven from his prefence 

with 
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tyith difgracc. He treats with equal con- 
tempt all anonymous letters, and every 
kind ot injurious information, when the 
informer declines appearing openly in fup- 
pert of his aflertions. 

This great Prince is fo perfedly devoid 
of fufpicion and perfonal fear, that he re- 
fides at Sans-Souci without any guard 
whatever. An orderly ferjeant, or cor- 
poral only, attends there in the day-time 
to carry occafional orders to the garrifoa 
at Potfdam, whither he always returns in 
the evening. In this houfe, where the 
King fleeps every night, there are not 
above ten or a dozen perfofis, the fervants 

included. When you recoiled' that Sans- 
Souci h a folitary manfion, about half a 
league from Potfdam, where all the guards 
are fhut up, and therefore could be of no 

manner of ufe, in cafe of any attempt on 
the King's perfon during the night ; when 
you confider that he, who lies thus de- 

2 fencelefs 
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fencelefs and expofed, is a defpotic mo- 
narch, who governs by the didtates of his 
own will and underftanding, without mind- 
ing the ill-humour or difcontent of any 
man, or any fet of men, and who, no 
doubt, has many inveterate enemies, you 
muft confefs, that all thefe circumftances 
argue great magnanimity. 

Berlin, though not a fortified, is cer- 
tainly a very military town. When all the 
foldiers of the garrifon are prefent, they 
amount to 30,000. In their general condud 
they are quiet, and the police of the town is 
pretty well regulated. Yet there are fome 
Ikinds of irregularities which prevail in the 

higheft degree* Public courtezans are more 
numerous here than in any town in £u-* 
rope, in proportion to th€ number of in- 
habitants. They appear openly at the 
windows in the day-time, beckon to paflen- 
gers as they walk in the ftreets, and ply 

c for 
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for employment in any way they pleafe, 
•without difturbance from the magiftrate. 

It feems to be a received opinion here, 
that the peace and happinefs of the com- 
munity are not interrupted by this fpecies 
of licentioufnefs ; or perhaps it is believed, 
that an attempt to reflrain it would be at- 
tended with confequences worfe than the 
thing itfelf. Therefore nobody is allowed 
to moleft or abufe thofe who have chofen 
this for a trade, and as little attention is 
paid to cuftomers, who frequent the cham- 
bers of thofe ladies, as if they ftept into 
any other houfe or fhop, to purchafe any 
other commodity. 

Another fpecies of debauchjery is faid to 
prevail in this capital. — I imagine, how- 
ever, that what is related on that naufeous 
fubjeft is greatly exaggerated. 

The 
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The better kind of citizeas and manufao 
tlirers live entirely among thofc of their 
own rank, and without afFeding the man-^ 
ners of the courtiers, or (looping to the 
mean debauchery of the commonalty, main- 
tain the decency, plainnefs, and honefty of 
the German character. 

His Pruflian Majefty has applied his at- 
tention to no obje£t with fo much zeal, and 
fo little fuccefs, as to the eftablifliing of 
commerce in his dominions. All his ef- 
forts, in order to this, have been rendered 
abortive by injudicious taxes, by monopo- 
lies, and other reftridions. Commerce, 
like the wild commoner^ of the air and th6 

foreft, when confined or fhackled, imme- 
diately droops and dwindles, or, being 
alarmed, like Love, 

•^ ■ at fight of human ties, 

" Spreads its light wings, and in a moment flies/ 
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LETTER LXXI. 

Berlin* 

T THANK you, Sir, for the poem and 
_ pamphlets you fent me by " ■ I 

own I do not think the former a very ca*^ 
pital performance ; yet am not furprifed at 
the great run it has had. For though it 
had contained ftill a fmaller proportion of 
•wit, it would have been a good deal re- 
lifhed on account of the malignity and 
perfonal abufe with which it abounds. 

The English nation have always had a 
great appetite for political writings ; but 
thofe who cater for them have of late 
ferved up fuch mefles of mere politics, as 
feem at length to have turned their do- 
xnachs. A little/ wit or perfonal fatire is 
now found neceffary to make even a news- 
' Vol. IL Q paper 
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paper go down. The firft is not always 
at the command of the caterer : he there- 
fore ufes the other in its place, which an- 
fwers his purpofe as well. 

I never had any delight in contemplat- 
ing or expofing the dark fide of human na- 
ture; but there are fome fhades fo obvi- 
ous, that you cannot open your eyes with- 
out obferving them. The fatisfadion that 
many people enjoy in reading libels, where- 
in private charaders are traduced, is of 
that number. If to be abufed in pam- 
phlets and news-papers is confidered as ad- 
verfity> the truth of Rochefoucault^s max- 
im is uncontrovertible : — Dans I'adverfite 
de nos meilleurs amis, nous trpuvons tbu- 
jours quelquechofe qui ne nous deplail 
pas. 

The common fcribblers of the age have 
turned to. their own account this malevo* 
lent difpofition, which they perceive to- 
be 
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be fo prevalent among men. — Like the 

* people who provide bulls and other animals 
to be baited by dogs for the amufement of 
the fpedators, thefe gentlemen turn out 
a few charaders every week to be mangled 
and torn in the moft cruel manner in the 
public- news-papers* 

It is the favage tafte of thofe who pay 
for thefe amufements, which keeps them 
in ufe. The writers of fcurrilous books in 
London often bear no more malice to the 
individuals they abufe, than the people at 
Paris and Vienna, who provide the other 
horrid amufement, bear to the boars, bulls, 

and other animals which they expofe to 
the fury of dogs. 

As for the fcribblers, they feldom have 
any /knowledge of the perfons whofe cha- 
rafters they attack. It is far from being 
impoffible, that the author of the fevere 
verfes you fent me, has no more acquaint- 
ance with the lords and gentlemen againft 

• . On whom 
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whom he writes with fuch bitternefs, 
than the weaver who wove their pocket- 
handkerchiefs. The motive for the fa- 
brication of the one as well as the other 
commodity moft probably was daily bread, 
and this poetafter has preferred fatire to 
panegyric, merely becaufe he knew the firft 
was moft to the tafte of his cuftomers. 

I remember once to have been in a cer- 
tain bookfeller's fhop, when a letter was 
delivered to him, inclofinga paper, which, 
after he had thrown his eyes over it, be 
prefented to me, telling me it was a 
charader of Lord S , which he in- 
tended to infert in a certain work then 
publifhing. — I fancy, added he, it will do 
pretty well -, the author is a iharp blade, 
I affure youj — none of my bays carry fuch 
an edge, or cut fo deep, as that little gla^ 
diator. 

I found this a moft bitter inveSIve 
againft the above-mentioned nobleman, 

8 writtea 



MANNERS IN FRANCE, &c. 197 

virritten with all the inveteracy of malice 
and perfonal enmity, branding him as a 
prodigy of fenfuality, and accufing him of 
every villanous difpofition and propenfity 
*that ever tainted the moft corrupt heart. 

■ This faid I, is a much more harmlefs 
producflion than is intended. The violence 
of this poifon will prove its own antidote. 
The moft voraciou3 ftomach for flander 
and defamation will not be able to bear 
fiich a dofe, but muft rejedl it with dif- 
guft. Every reader of common underftand- 
ing will clearly perceive, that all this abufe 
has been diSate^ by malice and perfonal 
refentment. 

Then, replied the bookfeller, every reader 
of common underftanding will clearly per- 
ceive what does not exift ; for the writer 
of that paper, to my certain knowledge, 
never had the fmalleft intercourfe or con* 
Xiedlion with Lord 5~— j never bore him 

O 3 any 
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any ill-will, and has not the moft diftant 
TviOi to injure that noble Lord ; as a proof 
of which, added he, taking another paper 
out of his drawer, here is a charadcr of 
the fame nobleman, written by the fame' 
author, which is to appear about a week 
after the publication of the former, by way 
of anfwer to it* 

This fecond pap?r was a continued ciir 
logium on Lord S— ^-^ from beginning to 
end, in which the candid author, having 
compared him to fome of the greateft an4 
moft celebrated men, and having colledied 
many of the brighteft flowers, with which 
Plutarch has adorned his worthies, he 
forms them into one large wreath, which 

f r 

Jie very ferioufly binds round the Englifh 
nobleman's brow, concluding with this 
qbferyation, That as his Lordihip refem-r- 
bled them in their virtues, fo like them 
he had been diftinguiftied by the moft vi- 
rulent attacks of epyy a^id malice, which 
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« 

vras a tax that had always been paid for 
fuperior ulents. 

How comes my Lord S— — , faid I to 
the bookfeller, to be fele£led from his bre- 
thren of the peerage, and diftinguifhed 
fo remarkably by the obloquy and the 
praife of your ingenious friend ? 

Becaufe, replied he, that nobleman is at 
the head of an adive department, and is 
one of thofe vigorous and decifive charac- 
ters, which never fail to create a number 
of enemies and of friends. His enemies 
are delighted to fee him abufed, and it Is 
expeded, that his friends will be charmed 
to hear him praifed ; and, between the 
two, my friend's produdions will find a 
"brifk fale, and I hope to make a tolerable 
job of his Lordlhip ; which, let me tell 
you, cannot be done with every man of 
rank. — Lord, Sir ! there are fome of them 
of fuch mawkifh, water-gruel charac- 



r\ 
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tcrs, as to intereft no mortal. There is 
- — .--..-^a man of fuqh high 
rank a;^d fuch a known name, that" I 
thought fomething might have been made 
of him: — And fo I employed my little 
Drawcanfir for and againft him, and two 
very pretty pamphlets he produced ; — but 
juft as I was going to fend them to the 
prefs, I happened to fhew them to a 
friend of mine, who is an admirable judge 
in thefe matters. — Thefe pamphlets, fays 
he, are very well wrote ; but they'll never 
pay the printing. The perfon who is the 
fubjedt of them is of fuch a cold, ts^me, 
civil, cautious difpofition, and has ba- 
lanced fo exadly through the whole of 
his life, that he has never obliged or dif^' 
obliged any one. He has neither friend 
nor foe in th^ world : — Every body fays, he 
is a good enough fort of a man -, but were 
he to break his neck to-night, no human 
creature would feel either forrow or fa- 
tisfa£tion at the event, and a fatire or pa- 
negyric 
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negyric on his grandmother would be as 
much read as thofe written on him. 

. lafs^th, fir, concluded, the Bpokfeller, I 
took the hint, and fo the pamphlets never 
appeared. 

> . r ■ 

Though I was a good deal entertained 
with my friend the Bookfeller s reafoning, 
yet I could not help feeling indignation at 
the literary bravo, who lived in this in- 
famous manner, by wounding and mur- 
defing, or at leaft attempting to murder, 
people's reputations. And thofe are not 
entirely free from blame, who,, detefting 
the writer, take pleafure in the writings* 
He has very^ pofTibly the plea of neceffitous 
circumftances to urge in alleviation of his 
wickednefs :— but the pleafure they take 
feems to proceed from a pure, difintercfted 
fondnefs of feeing others abufed. Many 
of thofe who cry fhame on the Hcentiouf- 
nefs of the prefs, and exclaim againft the 

injuftice 
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injuftice and cruelty of tearing private cha- 
radlers to pieces in public papers, hav^ the 
moft virulent of thefe produdions ferved 
lip every morning as regularly as their 
toaft and butter. If they would forego the 
pleafure of reading the moft malicious of 
thofe congipofitions, the evil they complain 
of would ceafe diredly. 

But it is ridiculous, and feems ungrate* 
ful, for people to afFeft an appearance of 
indignation againft thofe who provide for 
them one of the greateft enjoyments of 
their lives. To chuckle over fcahdal all 
the forenoon with every mark of pleafure, 
and decry it in the evening with affedled 
anger, is as prepofterous as it would be in a 
judge, firft to feduce a poor wench to for- 
nication, and then punifh her for th? fin. 
< 

You may poffibly retort upon me, by 
putting me in mind of the admiration I 

cxpreflfed of the ftyle of certain celebrated 

letters. 
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letters, wherein fome eminent characters 
are diffeded, and tortured with the fcientific 
(kill of an anatomift, and the refined cruel- 
ty of an inquifitor. I anfwer, that I ad- 
mired the wit and genius, but not the dif- 
pofition difplayed in thofe letters. 

Malice, when introduced by genius 
and wit, is often tolerated on account of 
the refped due to the introducers ; but 
when the wretch comes alone, or is ac- 
companied by dulnefs, which often hap- 
pens, fhe will be expelled with infamy 
from all good company. 
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LETTER LXXII. 

Eeilin. 

'TpHE Pruffian army at prefent, accord- 
^ ing to my information, confifts of 
180,000 men. If twenty^ or even thirty 
ihoufand are deduded from this account, 
on the fuppofition that it is exaggerated, 
ftill the remainder will be very great ; 
and the expence of fuch an eftablifhment 
in time of peace, feeras to many almoft in- 
compatible with the King of Priiffia^s re- 
fources. Although the revenues of this 
monarch are much greater than is general-^ 
ly imagined, yet the armies he has fupport- 
cd, and continues to fupport ; the palace 
he has built, and other expenfive under- 
takings which he has completed, are not 
fuch proofs of the greatnefs of his revenue, 
a^ of the prudence with which it has heen 

managed. 
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managed. Many other Princes have greater 
revenues, which, like water fpilt on un- 
cultivated land, and affifling the growth of 

ufelefs weeds, are diflipated, without tafte 
or magnificence, on the trumpery of a 
court and their dependents. Perhaps it was 
• never known what miracles ceconomy and 
affiduity, through all the departments of 
government, could perform, till this mo- 
narch made it apparent. 

In the King of Pruffia's dominions, there 
are none of thofe pofts which enrich indi- 
viduals at the expence of the public ; 
places fuited to the abilities and the luxury 
of the great, where the ialary is large, be- 
caufe the application and talents requifite 
arc fmall. If thofe who hold the moft lu- 
crative places in this court, can fupport a 
becoming dignity by the emoluments of 
their office, and lay up a very moderate 
provifion for their families, it is the utmoft 
they ever cxpe<5l, 

All 
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All commodities are highly taxed in the 
Pruffian dominions. At Berlin, though 
mon^y is a great deal fcarcer than at Lon- 
don or Paris, a ftranger will find very little 
difFerence in the ordinary expence of living. 
There are no means by which his revenue 
can be augmented, which this King has not 
tried. He has taxed even the vanity of his 
fubjefts, and drawn conliderable fupplies 
lince the beginning of his reign from that 
plentiful fource. The rage which the Ger- 
mans, above all men, have for titles^ 
prompts many of the wealthy citizens to 
purchafe that of fome office about court; 
and although the King employs no perfon 
void of abilities, he never fcruples to per- 
mit this kind of traffic. The title, how- 
ever, is literally all that is fold, for with re- 
gard to the real bufmefs of the office, the 
purchafer has as little connexion with 
it after the bargain as before. Though 
his Majefty fcarcely ever confults with 
any body, he has more nominal privy-* 

counfellors 



MANNERS IN FRANCE, &c. 207 

counfellors than any King in Chriften- 
dom. 

The taxes in general are invariably fixed ; 
but methods are found of drawing contri- 
. butions from the proprietors of the very 
great eftates, which do not afFed the 
fmaller landlords, or the reft of the fub- 
jedls. The fpirit of the government is 
not favourable to great and independent 
Lords. But both the great and the fmall 
landlords are prevented from fqueezing or . 

oppreffing the peafants. As the foldiery 
are drawn from them, care is taken that 
they fhall not be deprived of the chief 
fource of health and vigour, and there is 
.tio peafantry in Europe better fed than the 
Pruffian. 

The army is chiefly compofed of pro- 
vincial regiments. The whole Pruflian 
dominions being divided into circles or 
*dintons ; in each of thefe, one or more rc^ 
6 giment«. 
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gimentS) in proportion to the fize and po- 
puloufnefs of the divifion, have been ori- 
ginally raifed, and from it the recruits con- 
tinue to be taken; and each particular re- 
giment is always quartered, in the time of 
peace^ near the canton from which its re- 
cruits are drawn. 

Whatever number of fons a peafant may 
have, they are all liable to be taken into 
the fervice except one, who is left to affift 
in the management of the farm. The reft 
wear badges from their childhood, to mark 
that they are dcftined to be foldiers, and 
ready to ferve when the ftate requires them. 
If a peafant has only one fon, he is not 
forced into the fervice, except he has the 
misfortune to be uncommonly ftout and 
well-made. The King, however, endea- 
vours to fave his own peafantry, and draw 
as many recruits as he can from other 
countries : — For this purpofe, there are 
Pruffian ojBficers employed at^ Hamburgh, 

Frankfort, 
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Frankfortj and other free towns of Qcr- 
many. I have feen them alfo at Neufcha^- 
ttlf and at places near French garrifons, 
attempting to inlift men, and pick up de- 
ferters. The recruits procured in this man* 
ner, remain continually with the regimentd 
^n which they are placed ; but the native 
Pruilians have every, year eight or nine 
months of furlough, during which they 
return to their fathers' ar brothers' houfes^ 
and work at the bufinefs of the farm, or 
gain their livelihood in any other way they 
pleafe. Here is at once ^n immenfe fav«> 
ing in the expence of the army, and a great 
gain to the date from the labour of fo many 
men. 

' From this it appears, that the PrufTiati 
army is neither more nor lefs than a ftand«> 
ing militia, embodied for two or three 
months every year^ and then difperfed to 
their ufual labours as farmeM. 

Vol. IL P 1 think 
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I think this decides our old difpute ofl 
the fubjed of ftanding armies and militia. 
I expe& therefore that you will» by the tCh 
turn of poft, fairly, and caiididly acknowf* 
ledge ths^t I was in the rights and that all 
your arguments to prove, that a militia 
icould not be depended on in the time of 
a£|ual fervice9 are built on falfe principlc9» 
and that my opinion was jiifl and well^ 
foupidqd. 



t • .- 1 • 



^ . Before cloiing this letter, I will inforin 
you of a very fingular incidentt the cir- 
cumftances of which I relate, not fo qiuch 
with a defign to illuflrate the charadep or 
fentiments of the vulgar of this place ici 
particular^ as to furnifh you with a curious 
fad in tlxe hiftory of human nature > in 
general. --. . 

1 went a few days fince with Mr. Fortefcue 

I. 

to fee a man e^^ecuted for the murder of % 
child,— His motives for this horrid deed 



t 4 
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^ere much tiiore ektradrdinary than the 
adion itf^lf. I^e had accompanied' fdmci 
of his companions to the houfb of a fellow 
who aflunied the character of a fohune- 
teller^ and having difobliged him, by ex- 
J)refflrig a contempt of hi^ art, the fellowi 
Out of revenge, jirophefied, that this maii 
fiiotild die on a fcafFold,— ^This feeriied td 
rtake litfle ImfJrcffiori at <fie tinie, biit af- 
terwards recurred often td this Unhappy 
creaturc^s liiemdry, and became every day 
more troUblefdmc td his imagination. At' 
length the idea haunted his mind fo in- 
celtantly, that he was rendered perfedtty 
taKcYable^ &nd could no longer endurd 
fife. 

He would have piit himfelf to deatk witti 
his own hands, had he riot been deterred 
by t^e hotiort, that God Almighty never 
forgave fuicide ; though, upon repieritancei 
he is very ready to pardon every other 
feVime. He refolved, therefore^ to commit 

P a tourdel*, 
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murder, that he might be deprived of life 
by the hands of juftice i and mingling a 
fentiment of benevolence with the cruelty 
of his intention, he refleded, that if he 
murdered a grown perfon, he might poffi- 
bly fend a foul to hell. To avoid this, he 
determined to murder a child^ who could 
not have committed any fin which de» 
ferved damnation, but dying in innocencet 
would go immediately to Heaven. la 
confequence of thefe ideas, he actually 
murdered an infant of his mailer's, for 
whom he had always fhewn an uncommon 
degree of fondnefs. Such was the flrange 
account which this infatuated creature gave 
on his trial ; — and thus the random pro- 
phecy proved, as in many other cafes, the 
caufe of its own completion. 

He was executed about two miles from 
Berlin. As foon aa he afcended the fcaflFold^ 
he took off his coat and waiftcoat i — his 
fhirt was rolled down below his ihoulders ; 
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—-his night'Cap was pulled over his eyes ;— « 
he was placed oa his knees^ and the exe-* 
cutioner, with a fingle ftroke of a broad 
fword, fevered his head from his body.— -It 
was the firft time this execution^: had per- 
formed :— there were two others of the 
fame trade on the fcaflfold, who exhibited 
an inftance of infenfibility more fhocking 
than the execution.— While the man's head 
rolled on the fcaffblc^ and the arteries of the 
trunk poured out their blood» thofe men, 
with the gayeft air you can imagine, fhook 
their brother by the hand, wiflied him joy; ' 
and clapped him on the back, congratulate- 

ing him on the dexterous and efFedual man« 

-i .. . 

in which he bad performed his ofEce^ 
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LETTER L:5^X»L 

Berlifl. 

TH E Duke of Hamilton having expreflP- 
ed an inclination to vifit the court of 

* I ■ * 

JWcckleqburg Streliiz, I accompanied hin^ 
thither foon ^fter his reti^rn from Magde- 
burg and Leipfic. The weather being ful- 
Iry, his Grace thought that travelling ia 
the flight would be moft agreeable. We 
^id not fet out therefore till about fix o^ 
fcven in the evening. The firft poft-houfe 
i^ four German miles from Berlin ; but as 
great part of the road is through a large, 
wood, and the night became very dark, 
the poftilions loft their way. In a fliort 
time we were perfedly bewildered, and 
without the fmaUeft notion which direc- 
tion we fliould follow. After many in- 
cffeftual attempts to find out the path, we, 

thought 
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thought it would be moft prudent to uh* 
yoke the horfesy and allow them to graze 
around, while we ilept in the chaife till day- 
break. This plan was literally followed : 
as foon as the fervants, by the light of the 
riling fun, had difcovered the path, we 
proceeded by Oranienburg and Seidneek 
ta Reinfburg, which is a magnificent ca(tie 
belonging to Prince Henry of Pruflia. 

The gardens here are very extcnfive, and 
have been highly improved and ornament- 
ed by this Prince, who has a good tafte, and 
a magnificent turn of mind. 

When we arrived at the town of New 
Strelitz, we were informed that the court 
was at Brandenburg. The Ducal refidence 
was formerly at Old Strelitz; but the 
palace there, with all the magnificent fur- 
niture and efiefls, was burnt to afhes about 
fifty years ago. The fire having broke out 

P 4 in 
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in the night-timej the family themfelve« 
bad a very narrow cfcapc, 

A new palace has been fince built at the 
diftance of two Englifti miles from where 
the former flood, but in a much more 
agreeable fituation, being placed on a 
gentle eminence near a fine lake ; and the 
town gf New Streliz has gradually arifea 
in the neighbourhood. 

After a fhort flay at Strelitz, we proceed- 
ed to New Brandenburg, which is fbme 
leagues farther north, and within a fmall 
diflance of the Baltic. We arrived there 
in the morning of the third day after we 
had left Berlin. When the Chamberlain of 
the Court w?is informed of the Duke of 
Hamilton's arrival, we received an invitation 
to dinner, and a coach and equipage werQ 
ordered to attend bis Grage, 

The 
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The reigning Duke of Mecklenburg 
Strelitz 18 unmarried* as well as the Prio- 
cefs^ his fifter, who lives conftantly with 
him. They are both of a darker com- 
plexion than the Qjaeea of Great Britain^ 
and neither of them fo tall ; nor have they 
much external rcfemblance of her Majefty^ 
except in the affability of their manner^ 

The Duke is beloved by his fubjeOs, on 
account of the humanity and benevolence 
of his difpofition, which feem to be cha- 
jra^eriftic of the whole family. — ^After 
dinner there was a concert of mudc, and 
card-playing till fuppen 

The whole country of Mecklenburg was' 
for many centuries under the government 
of one Prince, In the year 1592, on the 
death of the Sovereign, it was divided be- 
tween his two fons. The eldeft retaining 
the Duchy of Mecklenburg Schwerin, 
which is confiderably the largeft Ihare; the 
younger obtained the Duchy of Mecklen- 

burg 
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burg Strelitz. This laft branch became 
extind in the year 1695, and Duke Fre- 
deric William, of the eldeft branch, laid 
claim to the inheritance of the Duchy of 
$trelitz. But he was oppofed by Adolpbus 
Frederic, his father's younger brother, and 
the conteft was fettled by compromife be- 
tween the parties in 1701. The right of 
primogeniture, and the lineal fucceffion 
were then edabliOied in both houfes, and 
this final agreement was ratified by the 
Emperor. 

The country here is not a fandy flat, as 
around Berlin; but the foil becomes gra- 
dually better as you move from that city, 
and around New Brandenburg it is re* 
inarkably fertile. Though the fouthern 
border of this Duchy is flat, fandy and bar- 
ren, yet all the northern part is of a rich 
verdure, finely diverfified with hills, mea* 
dows, woods, and feveral beautiful lakes, 
from four to ten miles in length. The coun- 
try 
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try yields plenty of corn, hemp, flax, ex- 
cellent pafture for numerous flocks of iheepi 
and a good breed of horfcs,-«-New Bran-. 
^enburg is a neat and thriving town, very 
agreeably fituated. The inhabitants carry 
pn a confiderable trade in hops, which grow 
in great abi^ndance all around. 

This country, which feems to be happy 
^n its prince and other particulars, cannot 
^ank among its blefiings the neighbourhood 
of fo great and warlike 9 monarch as the 
l^ing of Pruflia. in the courfe 6f the late 
war, both the Mecklenburgs fufFered very 
feverely from this circumftance. The Ruf-^ 
fans and Auftrians, who pillaged the mid- 
dle Mark of Brandenburg, did not afcertaia 
with nicety where the King of Pruffia's do- 
minions ended, and the Duke of Strelitz's 
began ; but as often as there was any thing 
valuable to carry away, plundered both 
without diftin^ion. And when that Mo- 
narch 
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narch himfelf was driven to extremity, and 
obliged to ufe every means of recruiting; his 
army» the Mecklenburghers were cajoled 
and feduced by every art into the Pruffian 
fervice; and when thefe methods failed, they 
were» as it is faid, taken by force. Even 
at preient, whenever the Pruf&an recruit- 
ing officers know of a ftrong well-looking 
peaiant belonging to the Duchy of Meck« 
leoburg, they ufe every means they can 
devifeto feduce him into their mailer's fefr- 
vice.— X^omplaints are frequently made a& 
thefe "pradices to his Pruffian Majefty, and 
redrefs will be given when it fhall pleafe 
the Lord. 

The fecond day after our arrival^, we 
fpent tbe forenoon in viewing every thing 
worthy of notice in the town, and dioed 
again at court, where there was a more nu\ 
merous company than had been the fi^ 
day. After dinner we accompanied hia 
Highaefs and the Princefs to an afiembly ta 

4 the 
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tht town, and returned to fup at the court* 
During fupper there was a concert of vocal 
and inftrumental mufic. 

Having received every mark of polite at- 
tention from this Prince, we took leave of 
him and the Princefs, and left the town earl/ 
next morning, and returned by Old Stre^- 
litz, which is not in fuch a flouriihing con- 
dition, or fituated in fo fine a country, as 
New Brandenburg. While Britifh fubjeAs 
pafs through this country, they will na« 
turally refleft with gratitude and veneration 
on the chara&er of a Princefs whofe virtues 
aure an ornament to the Britifh thrbne, and 
whofe amiable manners and prudent con<- 
duA have united the affe£tion$ of a people 
divided by party, and irreconcileable in fen- 
timent on almofl every other fubjed. 

On our return to Berlin, I found a letter 
from Lord Marechal, informing me, that 

r 

the King was expeded at Potfdam within 

a very 
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a vety few days; that gfeat preparatiotiS 
were making for the reception of the Prin-sk 

cefs of Hefle and the Duchefs of Wur-i- 
temberg) who were then both at Berlin^ 
and were to pay a vtfit to the King at 
Sans-Soucij that they would be accompa- 
nied by the Princefs Amelia, the KingV 
unmarried fifter^ and his two fiflers- in- 
law, for all of whom apartments were 
preparing at the new palace, where his 
majefty alfo was to rcfide all the time that 
his illuftrious guefts fhoold remain. Mf 
Lord added, that the celebrated Le Kain^ 

r 

and a company of French comedians, were 
already arrived, and alfo a company* of 
Italian aifiors and fingers for the opera j 
and that both companies were to perform 
at the theatre within the palace; that i 
great concourfe of company was expcdkcd 
ftt Potfdam on theoccafion; that mod of 
the apartments in the town were already 
befpoke, and, as he imagined we (houldf 
incline to be there, he had engaged lodg- 
ings for us. 
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The Duke was extremely pleafed witb 

thig obliging behaviour of Ix)rd Marech^L 
I afterwards fpoke to Mr. Harris on this 
fubjedt, and enquired if he intended to be 
at Potfdam on the occaiion ? He told me» 
that as the plays, operas, and other enter- 
tainments, were to be given in the palace^ 
nobody could attend them except thofe 
i^ho had particular invitations; that nei- 
ther he nor any of the foreign minifters had 
been, or, as he underftood, were to be in- 
vited, nor did he hear that any ftranger$ 
were expeScd;— and that he imagined it 
would be unbecoming the Duke of Hamil- 
ton to be at Potfdam at that time, except 
he could with propriety attend the enter- 
tainments at Sans-Souci. 

His Grace, on hearing this accoirnt^ 
determined to remain here; but fome days 
after, I received a letter from Count Fin- 
keofteid, acquaiating me» that he had or« 
der* 10 invite the Duke of Hamilton and ms 

2 to 



a24 VIEW OF SOCIETY AKO 

to attend the entertainments to begiveil 9^ 
SaDa-Souci. This afforded us great (atif* 
fadlion» not fo much on account of the 
public entertainments> as becaufe it trill 
give us opportunities, which we could not 
otherwife have, of feeing the King of 
Prufiia, and probably in an eafier way 
than at Berlin. As for the ufual amufe-* 
meats and fplendour of courts, his Grace 
difplays more coolnefs about them than 
one would naturally imagine, confidering 
the manner in which he is received, his 
time of life, and his perfonal appearance. 

Namque ipfa dccoram 



Csfariem nato genitrix, lumenque juventafi 
Purpureum, & laetos oculis afflarac honores. 

Since our return from Mecklenburg, 
we have pafTed our time almoft conftantly 
with Mr. Harris, who accompanied the 
Duke yefterday on his lad vlfit to Shoen« 
haufen ; for we (hall probably not return to 
this place from Potfdam. Mr. Forteftne ict 

out 
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43ut a few days ago for Frankfort on the 
Maine ; his eafy hutnour, and original 
turn of thought, make his abfence felt 
with paia by aU-who have tafted the plea-* 
fure of his converfation. 

Adrcoi . 
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LETTER LXXIV, 

' Potfdam. 

YTjTE have been here about a fortnight. 
^ ^ His Majefty arrived at the new pa- 
lace of Sans-Souci about the fame time 
that we came to Potfdam. The Princefs 
Amelia, who is miflrefs of the ceremoniesi 
was there to receive him. The company 
I formerly mentioned are all lodged in the 
palace. I will give you a fhort Iketch of 
what has pafled. 

There has been a theatrical entertain- 
ment every fecond or third day. His 
Grace and I attend at Sans-Souci on 
thefe days only. We drive from Potfdam 
about five in the evening. The company 
aflemble in one of the apartments of the 
palace about that time, and walk to the 

7 play- 
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{dayhoufe a little before fix. The theatre 
is very well contrived for the accommo* 
dation of a fmall audience. There are 
neither boxes nor pit; but femicircular 
benches in the front of the ftagew The 
foremoft bench is upon the floor j the 
others rife "gradually behibd, that all the 
fpedators may fee equally well.. 

A few minutes after the coitopany arc 
placed, the Royal Family arrive. Thc^ 
Princefs Amelia is led in by Prince Fre- 
derick of Brunfwick, and the Princefs of 
Heffe by the King. The Duchefs of 
Wurtemberg, and the other Princefles, are 
led in after: theyy and the ladies their 
attendants, fit in the firft rows. The 
King generally feats himfelf in the third 
or foufth. The piece then begins^ and 
16 ufually finifiied about nine, after which 
all the company return to the large apart** 
menty where the King remains converfing 
in a familiar manner till fuppcr is ready. 

0^2 He 
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He then retires, and goes to bed at 



ten. 



Thofe whom the Princefs Amelia 
orders to be invked, ftay to fupper; 
and there is generally a pretty nume- 
rous company.— We have been at this re- 
paft three or four times, and ufually get 
to our lodgings at Potfdam about mid- 
night. 

Hitherto there have been no comedies 
afted, and I underftand there are to be 

none, becaufe Le Kain never ads in ca- 
medy; and for another reafon, which is 
equivalent to a thoufand, — his Majefty 
loves tragedy better. 

Le Kain has already appeared in fome of 
his principal charaders. — You need not- 
doubt of his exerting all his powers be- 
fore fuch an audience. — I might have faid,^ 
fuch an auditor. The King feemed pleafed' 

with 
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*^ith his aflting> and of confequence the 
eourtiers were in raptures, and vied with 
each other who fhould praife him moft. 

■ • 

The tragedy of Oedipus is his Majefty*s 
favourite piece. This has been reprefented 
twice, and he feemed to enjoy it very 
much on both occafions ; particularly when 
the following fpeech againft friefts was 
pronounced : 

Tandis que par vos foins vous pouvez tout apprendre. 

Quel befoia que le Cid ici fe f«fle entendre ? 
Ces Dleux, dont le pontife a promis le fecours, 
Dans leurs temples. Seigneur, n'habicent pas toujours ; 
. On ne vole point leur bras ii prodigue en miracles ; 
Ces anttes, cei trepieds, qui rendenc leur oracles, 
Ces organes d'airain que nos mains ont formes, 
Toujours d'un foufile pur ne font point animes. 
Ne noas endormons point fur la foi de leurs pretres ; 
An pied do fanfiuaire il eft fouvent des traicres, 
Qui nous airervifi*ant fous un pouvoir facre. 
Font parler les dedins, les fbnt taire a leur gre. 
Voyez, examinez, avec un foin extreme, 
. Philoft^te, Phorbasy & Jocafte elle-qi6rae« 

Ne nous fio4i q«'^ nous, voyons tout par not yenx, 
• Ce font la nos uepieds, nos oracles, nos DIeux. 

0^3 And 
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And afterwards, when Jocafta poura 
forth another tirade of the fame kind, which 
terminates with thefe line$ : 

No8 Pretres tie font point ce qa*ao vain peuple penfc; 
Kotre cr^dnlite 'fdic toute lear fcience* 

«. 

I hjippened to fit next to the Abbe 
Baftiani, and| while the adrefs fpoke thia^ 
the king ftarted up, coughed, and laughed* 
with very fignificant geftures, to the eccle-» 
fiaftic. 

But though thefe pafTages, and fome 
others, feem at firft fight to be fevcre 
againft pricfts, the tragedy of OedipuSy 
upon the whole, docs them great honouri 
For all that is faid againft them, turns out 
to be unjuft, and it appears that the ora- 
cle, which had been treated in fuch fevere 

terms, was true, and that the high-pricft 
had aded throughout like an honed and 
virtuous man. It furprifes me, therefore, 
that Voltaire fhould have taken the plot 

of 
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of his . jilay from the Greek tragedy on 
Chia fubjedy which has cooftrained hiai» 
like Balaam the fon of Barak, to do ho- 
nour to thofe whom he would have been 
better pleafed to have curfed.— And the 
King on his part (if I may prefume to 
fay it) could not have pitched upon a tra- 
gedy lefs a-propoS) if his intention was to 
turn the clergy into ridicule. 

I have no objeftion to this piece, on 
account of the honour done to the clergy ; 
becaufe I cannot help forming an opinion 
of men from my own experience : And I 
have known fo many good men of that 
profeffion, that I (hould refpeft it on their 
accountf exclufive of other reafons. 

But I own I have the misfortune not to 
follow this great monarchy and many other 
xefpedable critics, in their admiration of 
the tragedy of Oedipus.— The fable, in my 
poor opinion, is too horrible. — The cir- 

CL4 cumftance 
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^^mfiance of Ofdipus being married to iit« 
mother, and having childreii by her^ is 
liigbly difgufling ; and the idea it gives of 
Providence and the condudl of the god^i 
cannot have a good cScQ. on the mind, 
'Nothing could be more unjuft, than that 
Heaven fhould fend a plague among thq 
inhabitants of Thebes, and pdtir fuch 
vengeance on- poor Oedipus and Jocifta, 
for crimes of which it knew them to bp 
innocent. We cannot help admitting the 
juftice of Oedipus's reproaches againft the 
gods, when he fays, 

Lc roili done rcmpli c«t oracle ex^crable^ 
Done ma crainte a prefTe VeiEct inevitable : 
]|^t je me vols enfin, par nn melange affreux, 
Jncefte, & parricide, & pourtant vertueux, 
Miferable vertu, nom ilerile & funede, 
Toi par qui j'^i regie des jours que je de^eKe, 
A moA noir afcendanttu n'a$ pu refiner: 
Je tombals dans le piege, en voulaot Teviter* 
Un Dieu plus fort que moi m'entrainait vers !e crloi^; 
Sods mes pas fugicifs il creufait an abime ; 
£t j'etaisy malgre moi, dans mons aveuglement* 
D'un poavoir inconnu 1 efdave & rinilrument* 
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Voiia tous met fbr£aftSt je n'en coDiiais point d'^Ues* 
Impiiqyables Dieux, mes crimes font les v6ire8, 
Et vous mVn puniiTez ' 

We muft fqfpedk, however, that Jocafta 
was miftakcn . ia the opinioa fhe utters iq 
the coacluding lines of the tragedy. 

Pretres« ^ voqs Thebains, qiii faxes tots fujets^ 
Honorez moA bucher, U fongez a jamais, 
Qu'au milieu des horreurs da deflin qai m'opprim^, 
' J*'^ f«i( r^Mgtr i^ dicQXy qdi m'oiit force au crime. 

For thofe, who could force innocent peo-? 
pie to commit criminal aftions^ and then 
punifh them on that account, were not 
papable of blufliing for any thing. A 
french tragedy and Italian opera are re- 
prefented at this theatre alternately ; the 
King attends the latter as pund:ually as 
the former, and difplays in his counte- 
pance that extreme fenfibility to mufic, 
which forms part of his chara(3:er. I ima- 
gine this Prince would fucceed better in 
any thing than in fimulation, if he fhould 
^ver think it worth his while to attempt 

that 
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that part of hypocrify, — his features are fo 
exprcffive of his feelings, that the §rft 
would be conftantly in danger of betray- 
ing the other. When there is no repre- 
fentation at the theatre, his Majefty has 
a private concert in his own apartment, 
where he himfelf performs on the German 
flute, in which inftrument he has attained 
the higheft degree of excellence, — To thefc? 
concerts nq ftranger is admitted. 



/ 

/ 
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LETTER LXXV. 

Potfdaai. 

T"f fHEN we firft arrived here, there 
was nothing I was fo eager to fee 
as the Pruflian troops at their exercife } but 
the reviews at Berlin have completely fa- 
tiated my curiofity. And though the gar- 
dens of the palace are juft oppofite to the 
windows of our inn, 1 hardly ever go to 
look at the guards, who are paraded there 
every forenoon. — A few days ago, how- 
ever, I happened to take a very early walk 
about a mile out of town, and feeing fome 
foldiers under arms, in a field at a fmall 
diftance from the road, I went towards 
them. An officer on horfeback, whom I 
took to be the Major, for he gave the 
word of command, was uncommonly ac- 
tive^ and often rode among the raiiks to 

reprimand^ 
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reprimand, or inftrudl, the common men. 
When I came nearer, I was much furprif- 
ed to find that this was the king himfelf. 
He had his fword drawn, and continued to 
exercife the corps for an hour after. He 
made them wheel, march, form the fquare, 
and fire by divifions, and in platoons, ob- 
fcrving all their motions with infinite at- 
tention; and, on account of fome b'under, 
put two officers of the Prince of Pruffia's 
fegiment in arreft. — In fhort, he feemed to 
fexert himfelf with all the fpirit of a young 
officer, eager to attrad the notice of his 
. General by uncommon alertnefs. 

I expreflfed my furprifc to an officer pre- 
fent, that the King was not willing to take 
fome repofe, particularly from that kind 
• of employment of which he had had fo 
very much of late, and that he could take 
fo much pains with a mere handful of mea 
immediately after he had come from exe^- 
cifing whole armies. 

This 
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This gentleman told me, that, on this' 
particular day, the King had been trying * 
fome new evolutions ; but though this had 

not been the cafe, he might very poflibly ' 
have been in the field : — for his maxim 
was, that his troops £hould difplay as 
much brifenefs on a common field day as 
if they were to engage in battle; and 
therefore it was never known when he in- 
tended to be prefent, or when not :— that 
^s for repofe, he took it between ten at 
night and four in the morning, and his 
other hours were all devoted to adioni 
either of body or mind, or both j and that 
the exercife he had juft taken, was probably 
by way of relaxation after three hours pre- 
vious labour in his cabinet. 

The more I fee and hear of this extraor- 
dinary man, the more am I aftonifhed. He 
reconciles qualities which I ufed to think 
incompatible. I once was of opinion, that 
the mind, which floops to very, fmall ob- 

jcas, 
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jeds^ is incapable of embracing great oneg$ 
~.I am now convinced, that he is an ex-* 
ception ; for while few objeds are too great 
for his genius, none feem too fmall for his 
attention. 

1 once thought that a man of much vi- 
vacity was not capable of entering into thd 
detail of bufinefs :— I now fee that he, who 
is certainly a man of wit, can continue 
methodically the neceflkry routine of bufi- 
nefs, with the patience and perfeverance of 
the greateft dunce that ever drudged in a 
compting-houfe. 

Since my laft, we have feen the Italians 
perform ; but neither the plays nor the 
operas, nor any part of the entertainmenfSi 
intereft me half fo much, or could draw 
me fo afliduoufly to Sans-Souci, as the op- 
portunity this attendance gives of feeing 
the King/ Other monarchs acquire im- 
portance from their ftation; this Prince 

give* 
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gives importance to his. The traveller 
in other countries has a wiih to fee the 
King, becaufe he admires the kingdom : — 
here the obje^ of curiofity is reverfed :— 
and let us fuppofe the palaces^ and the 
towns, and the country, and the army of 
Pruffia ever fo fine, yet our chief intereft in 
them will arife from their belonging to 
Frederic the Second ; — the man, who, 
\dthout an ally but Britain, repelled the 
united force of Auilria, France, RufCa, 
and Sweden* 



Count Neflelrode, talking with me on 
this fubjed:, had an expreflion equally live- 
ly and juft: Ceft dans Tadverfite qu'il 
brill6, lorfqu*il eft bien comprime il a un 
leflfort irrefiftible* 



The evening of the day on which I had 
feen the King in the field, I was at Sans- 
Souqi ; for I wi0i to ncgUGt no opportunity 

of 
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of being prefent where this monapch id. t 
Irke to ftatid near him^ to hear him fpeiak^ 
and to obferve his movements, attitudes^ 
aiid' mofl: mdifFerent anions. He always 
tehaves with particular affability to thd 
Duke of Hamilton. One evening, beford 
the play began, his Grace and I wertf 
Handing accidentally with Count Flnken- 
ftein, in a room adjoining to the great 
apartment where the company were. Thtf 
King entered alone, when he was not ex- 
peded, and immediately began a convet-^ 
fation with the Duke. 



He a{ked feveral queftions relating" to the 
Britifh conftitution ; particularly at what 
age a peer could take his feat in parlia- 
ment? — When the Duke replied. At twen- 
ty-one. — It is evident from that, faid the 
King, that the Englifli Patricians acquire 
the neceflary talents for legiflation much 

fooner than thofe of ancient Rome, whd 

« 

wertf 
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were not admitted into the Senate till the 
age of forty « 



He then enquired about the ftate ,of Lord 
Chatham^s healthy and expreffed high 

icfteem for the character of that tntnifter.— ' 
He kfked me, if I had received letters by 
the laft poft, and if they mentioned any 
thing of the affairs in America ? — He faid, 
there were accounts from Holland^ that 
the Englifti troops had been driven from 
Bofton» and that the Americans were in 
pofleffion of that place.^— I told him^ our 
letters informed us, that the 4rmy had 
left Bofton to make an attack with more 
tScCt elfewhere^ 



He fmiled, and faid— If you will not 
allow the retreat to have been an affair of 
neceifity^ you will at lead admit, that it 
was tout^^-fait Apropos. 

Vol. n^ R He 
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He faid he heard that fome British of* 
ficers had gone into the American fervicet 
and mentioned Colonel Lee, whom he 
had feen at his Court. He obferved, that 
it was a difficult thing to govern men 

by force at fuch a diftance ; that if the 
Americans fhould be beat (which ap^- 
peared a little problematical), ftill it 
would be next to impoffible to contiiivie 
to draw from them a revenue by tax- 
ation ; that if we intended conciliation 
with America, fome of our meafures.werc 
too cough ; and if we intended its fub- 
je£tiQn, they were too gentle. He con*- 
eluded by faying, Enfin, Meffieurs, je ne 
comprends pas ces chofes Ik j je n^ai 
point de colonic :— j'efpere que vous vous 
tirerez bien d'afFaire, mais . elle me pa- 
roit un peu ^pineufe. Having faid this, 
he walked into the Princefs's apart- 
ment, to lead her to the playhoufe, while 
we joined the company already affembled 

there. 
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ttiere. — The tragedy of Mahomet was per- 
formed, whlchf in my opinion, h the fineft 
of all Voltaire's dramatic pieces, and that 
in which Le KLain appears to the greateft 
advantage. 



R 2 



. / 



944 VIEW OF SOCIETY AN1» 



LETTER LXXVL 



PotfdaB. 

\jr O U exprcfs (uch an earneft defire to 
•*" be made acquainted with every thing 
which regards the King of Pruffia, that I ^ 

am in danger of lengthening my defcrip- 
tions with a tedious minutenefs. Yet I 
will rifk it, rather than give you reafon to 
complain that I have not gratified your cu- 
riofity as fully as is in my power. 

Do not imagine, however, that I pre-' 
fume to draw a complete portrait of this 
monarch. That muft be the work of much 
abler painters, who have feen him in a 
more familiar manner, and whofe colours 
can give an expreffion worthy of the ori- 
ginal. I fhall only attempt to give a 
faithful iketch of fuch features as I was 

able 



*. 
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able to feize during the traafieut views I 
myfelf had, or which I have learnt from 
thofe who have pafled with him many of 
the hours wh^ch he dedicates to free coaver- 
iation, and the pleafures .of the table* 



The King of PruflSa is below the middle 
ilzei well made, and Temarl^ably adive 
for his time of life. He has become hardy 
by exercifie and a laborious life; for his 
conftitutioa originally feems to have been 
hone of the ftr ongefl;.. His look announces 
f[nrit and penetration. He has fine blue 
eyes ; and, ta my optnion, bis countenance 
upon the whole is agreeable. Some who 
have feen him are of a different opinion* 
All who judge from his portraits only, muft 
be fo ; for although I have feen many 
whkh have a little refemblance of him, 
and fome whicb have a great deal, yet 
none of them do him juftice. His features 
acquire a wonderful degree of animation 

R 3 while 
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while he converfes.— This is entirely 1q{^ 
Upon canvas^ 

■ He ftoops confiderably, and inclines his 
^ead almofl conftantly to one fide. 

His tone of voice is the cleared and mofl: 
agreeable in converfation I ever heard. 

• . ■ ■ ■ 

He fpeaks a great deal ; yet thofe who 
i^ear him, regret that he doe§ not fpeak ^ 
great deal more. His obfervations ja^rc al* 
^ays lively, very often juft, and few men 

poflefs the talent of rep^rt^^ in greater 
peyfedioni 

He hardly ever varies his drefs, v^hic]^ 
confifts pf a blue coat, lined and faced witl^ 
red^ and a yellovir waiftcoat and breeches. 

He always wears boot$, with huflTar tops^ 
which fall in wrinkles about his ancles, 
and are oftener of 4 dark brown than a 

black colour. 

.1 ■ • ■ * 
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:: !:;.Hi8;hat would be thought extravagantly 
Jafge.in Englind,- though it is qf the,fi?:p 
jGopunpnly ufeti by ,the Pruffian officers of 
,<!ayalfy. He -gt^^iaAly wears one of the 
Jarge. fide corners over his forehead and 
•eyesj'and the Aont cock at one fide* 






.. He wears .his hair cued behind, and 
jdreflfi^d with .a.iingle buckle on each fide. 
JFjrom 4heii;. t?eing veiry carelefly put up 
itj^dii^fiqnally.ppwjiered, we may naturalr 

ly conclude, that the frifeur.Jias been 

* . -■•...,■ ,» ^ 

greatly hurried in the execution of his 

officfei' 






r I^e ufes a very large gold fnufF-box, the 
lid. ornamented with -diamonds, and takes 

-■' ' <■ .••.■, «irv- ... ^ 

^n^in^mQderate quantity of Spanifti fnuff, 
the marks of which very often appear on 
his waiftcoat and breeches. Thefe are alfo 
IjaWe to be; foiled .by the paws of two or 
three Itali^p greyhounds, whicli he pft^n 

careirps, 

• • - . . 

J^4 H« 
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Ht'dr^eB as foon as he gets up in the 
morttiiig. This takes up but a few m>* 
tiut^s, and ferves for the whole day. — Yoti 
litrve bffen heard that the King of Pruffia^ 
liouiis from four or five in the moraingi» 
till ten at night, are all dedicated methodic 
cally to particular occupations, either of 
bufinefs or amufement. This is certain- 
ly true s and the arrangement haa hot 
fbftaitted fuch an mterraption for many 
yeiars, as iince the prefent companytwne 
to Potfdirm. 

Some who pretend to more than commoa 
penetration aifert, that at prefent they 
can perceive marks of uneafinefs in hia 
countenance^ and feem convinced, that 
there will not be fuch another compaAj 
at Sans-^Souci during this reign. 

An bufinefs with the King is tranfadled 
by letters. Every petition or propofal 
mtift b? made in this form, which is ad* 

I herei 
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liered to fo invuriaUyf aB I havcbcco af- 
furedi that M any of hb Generals wiihed to 
promote a cadet to the rank of an enfigo, 
he would not venture to make his piopoial 
in any other manner^ even though he had 
daily opportunitiM of converting ^lik his 
:Majcfty. 



The mfeaneft of his fubje£ls may apply 
to him in writings and are iure of aA 
anfwen His firft bufinefs every morning 
is the perufing the papers addreflfed to him« 
A iingle word wrote with his pencil in 
the margin> indicates the anfwer to be 
given, which is afterwards made out m 
form by his fecrctarics.— This method af- 
fords the King time to deliberate on xh% 
juftice and propriety of every demand, and 
prevents the poflSbHity of his being fur^ 
pHfed into a promife, which it might be 
ipconvenient to perform; 



He 
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' He fits - down to dianer preclfelj' at .nooo. 
lOf late he allows more time to rthis repaft 
,ih^ formerly.' It is generally after three 
Ibisfpre he leaves, the company^ ' Eight rcr 
\mtLe of his officers are commonly, invited :tb 
^ine with him. Since oud coming to Potf^- 
dam. Count NeHelrode, and thq Abbe 
Bafliani, two men of letters, were the only 
^mpanyi bpfides:tbe p^c^rsi^-w^iq dided 
,>j^ith the King, while he Jived inhis ufitsd 
.way at the Old Palace of SanS'^Sou^i ;. and 
^hofe two were then of his party, almoft 
^yery.day. The Count h^s ncxw left this 
.Court ;. the Abbe has an apartment in the 
iPalace. He is an Italian by births a.maQ 

pf wity and an excellent copipanion, - , 

• • •»■ , 

, . , . ......... 

; At table, the King likes that every per-t 
ion fhould appear to be on a footing, and 
that the converfation fhould be carried ou 
with perfed freedom. The thing, by the 
way, is impoffible. That confidential un- 
s reftrainec} 
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feftrained flow of the heart, which takes 
place in a fociety of equals, is a pleafure 
which a defpotic Prince can never taffe- 
However, hie Majefty defires that it may 
be fo, and they make the beft of it they 

. At one of thefe meetings, when the 
King was in a gay humour, he faid to Baf- 
tiani, — When you (hall obtain the tiara, 
which your exemplary piety muft one day 
procure you, how will you receive me 
when I arrive at Rome to pay my duty to 
yopr Holinefs? — I will immediately give 
orders, replied the Abbe, with great readi- 
nefs, Qu'on fafle entrer Paigle noir,— qu'il 
me couvre de fee ^iles, mais — qu'il mMparg ne 
de fon bee* 

Nobody fays more lively things in con- 
verfation th^n the King himfelf. Many of 
his bons mots are repeated here. I (hall 
only xpention one, which is at ojice 4q 

inilance 
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infiance of his witf and greatneis of mindt 
IB' rendering juftice to the merit of a. man 
who has caufed him more vexation than 
perhaps any other perfon alive. — When 
the King of Pra£Ba had a perfonal meeting 
fisme years fince vrith the Emperor ; they 
always dined together, a certain number of 
their principal officers being with them. 
One days General Laudohn was going to 
place himfelf at the bottom of the tables 
when the King, who was at the head, called 
to him, Venez, je vous en prie, Monfieur 
Laudohn, placez vous ici. J aime infini- 
ment mieux vous avoir de mon cotd que 
vis^a«vis. 

Though all the cordiality of friend(hip» 
and the full charms of unrcferved fociety» 
caimot exift where the fortune of every 
other individual depends on the will of one 
of the company; yet the King endeavoure 
to put every one as much at his eafe as 
the nature of the cafe will admit^^ and I 

have 
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have heard of his bearing fome very limrre 
retorts with per fed good hum<Air* He hat 
too much wit himfelf, and is too ibfid of 
it in others, to repel its attacks with anj 
other weapons than thofe which it fur* 
nifhes* None but the moft abfurd of 
dunces could attempt to rally, without be** 
ing able to allow of raillery ; and only the 
tneaneft of icmk would think of revenging 
the liberties taken with a companion by the 
power of a King. 

A very ftriking inftance of the freedom 
which may be ufed with him occurred a 
little before the late reviews, and what 
make* it more remar kable^ it happened* not 
during the gaiety of the table^ but on the 
.very icene of military 



Two regiments were in the field* That 

of General was one of them. This 

officer is fond of company, and pafles more 
of his time in the fociety of ftrangers, and 

with 
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with the foreign minifters^ than mod dtheri 

10 the Pruffian fervice. — Something, it is 
probable, had chagrined the King that 
morning. While the regiment advanced 
in a line, he faid to the General, who Aood 
near him, Votre regiment n'eft pas align^ 

Monfieur , et ce n'eft pas furprenant, 

Tous jouez tant aux cartes. The General 
called out inftantly with a loud voice to 
the regiment, Alte ! and they immediately 
(lopped: then, turning to the King, he faidi 

11 n*eft pas queftion, Sire, de mes cartes— 
Mais, ayez la bont^ de regarder fi ce re- 
giment n*eft pas aligne. — ^The regiment wai 
in a very ftraight line, and the King mov- 
ed away without fpeaking, and feemingly 
difpleafed, not with the General, but with 
himfelf. — This manly officer never had rea- 
fon afterwards to believe that the King had 
taken his freedom amifs. 

I have already faid, that it is abfolutely 
impoHlble for any man to enjoy an office 

in 
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In the King 'o£ Pruflia's fervice- withdut 
perfonnsng the>iduty;o£]it.. He is himfelf 
adive and' aQlduouSf aoH byfii makes ; it , i 
ppint that • all his miniftevs ' and fervants 
{km be {x> too. But to thoie who knovr 
their bufinefs, and perform it: exadly, he is 
an eafy and equitable maften ; 



J . ' / 



f .» 



A gentleman, who has been many years 
alpont his picrfony and is now one of his aid- 
de-ramps^ aflured me of this :— The King 
undiirftandd what ought to be done : and 
his fervants are never expofed to the ridicu- 
lous or contradidory orders of ignorance) 
or the mortifications of caprice. 

His favourites, of whatever kind, never 
were able to acquire influence over him in 
any thing regarding bufinefs. Nobody 
ever knew better how to difcriminate the 
merit of thofe who ferve him in the im- 
portant departments of ftate, from theirs 
who contribute to his amufement. A man 

who 
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who performs the duty of his office with 
iJertnefs and fidelity, has nothing to appre- 
hend from the King's being fond of the 
company and converfation of his enemy. 
Let the one be regaled at the King's table 
every day, while the other never receives a 
fingle invitation ; yet the real merit of both 
is known : — and if his adverfary (hould ever 
try to turn the King's favour to the purpofes 
of private hatred or malice, the attempt 
will be repelled with difdain, and the evil 
he intended to another^ will fall on bim- 
felf. 
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LETTER LXXVII. 



PotCdsLTii^ 

^^N the days when there is no public 
court at Sans-Souci, we generally din€i 
With Lord Marechal, who is always happy 
to fee the Duke of Hamilton, and is of 
great fervice to all Britifli fubjeds while 
tiiey remain here or at Berliil. Exclufive 
of other reafons he may have for efteemin^ 
the Duke, his Lordfhip evid&ntly difplayS 
"st kind of partiality for his Grace, as the 
firft man in point of rank belonging to hii 
tountry- This appears in a thoufand in- 
fiances; for with very liberal fenriments^ 
and a moft benevolent heart, this venerable 
•nobleman ftiU retains a few Caledonian 
prejudices. 

Vox. II. 9 iU 
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He afked one day of the Duke, If he 
reckoned himfelf a Scotchmaa? Mod: 

m 

certainly I do^ replied his Grace. By fa 
doing you lie under a miflaket faid my 
Lord ; for I can aflbre you, and I am con- 
vinced the bcft lawyers in England will 
do the fame, that you have a much jufter 
claim to all the privileges belon|;ing to 
your Englifh title of Brandon^ though fome 
t>{ them^ I fear^ are ftill difputed. 

It is to be hoped, faid the Duke, that 
the Houfe of Peers will not always refufe 
to do my family juftice; on a thorough^ 
examination of the cafe, I fiill flatter myv^ 
fclf they will grant me thofe privileges^ 
which have been^i for no valid reafons^ 
refufed my anceftors- But in the mean 
time, why will your Lordfliip, more cruel 
than the Peers, deny my birth-right ae ar 
Scotchman ? 



Becaufer 
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Becaufe your birth giTcs you no fuch 
tight, replied the Earl ; for you in reality 
are but a North Briton t-^unlefs your Grace 
can prove that you were born befofe 
the Union. But» continued he^ with an 
air of triumph, I am a real Scotchman : 

*— — adding iBi little after, with 

a figh, and in a plaintive accent ■ ' '* 

and almoft the only one in the world — *-* 



All the Scots of my acquaintance are now 
dead. 

The good old Earl is inlSbltely fond of 
talking of bis country, and of the ^^ijs of 
former years* When I make any enquiry 
about the King of Pruffia, or concerning 
. Spain or Italy, in which countries he re- 
fided fo long, he anfwers with a kind of 
complaifant brevity^ and immediately turns 
the difcourfe back to Scotland, to which 
his heart feems wonderfully attached* 



S « la 
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' In th« time of dinner, one of his fer- 
vants, a ftout highlander, generally enter- 
tains the company by playing on the bag- 
pipe. I have obferved, that thefe North 
Britons (to abide by Lord Marechal's dif- 
tindtion) who are the moft zealou^ for 

the interefl; and honour of their country, 
and who value themfelves on being born 
north of the Tweed, are particularly, if 
not exclufively, fond of this inftrument. 
You will, at leaft, allow that your gallant 
friend. Lord Eglintoun, is no exception to 
this obfervation ; and perhaps you will ad- 
mit, that it requires a confiderable degred 
of patriotifm, or avior Caledoni^y to have 
a great relifh for the melody of a bag- 
pipe. 

I called on Lord Marechal one after- 
;noon, juft as the King had left him : for 
the monarch, without any form or pre- 
vious notice, fometimes walks through the 
garden, and pays a fliort vifit to his old 

2 ' " friend^ 
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friend, to whom he has an unalterable, 
attachment, both from perfonal regardf 
and on account of the high efttmation in 
which he holds the memory of his brother 
Marechal Keiths 

Another day I was with the Earl, when 
the Princefles of Pruffia and Hefle, with 
Prince Frederic of Brunfwic, all en- 
tered and demanded coffee, which my 
Lord immediately ordered, with the ad- 
dition of a couple of melons ; telling the 
Princefles, he knew they would not flay 
long enough with a man of eighty, to 
give time for preparing a better repafl. — 
Thus favoured by the monarch and the 
princes, you will not doubt that the old 
Earl's friendfhip is cultivated by the reft qf 
the court. 



The Hereditary Prince of Pruflia liv^s 
in a fmall houfe in the town of Potfdan>. 

S 3 His 
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Hfs ftppomtments do not admit of that 
degree of tnagnificence, which might be 
expedled in the Heir of the crown j— but 
he difplays a fpirtt of hofpitality far 
more obliging than magnificence ; and 
doubly meritorious, confidering the very 
moderate revenue allowed him. We ge- 
nerally fup there two or three times a 
week. 



This Prince is not often of the King's 
parties, nor is it imagined that he enjoya 
a great (hare of his uncle's favour. In 
what degree he poffefles the talents of a 
general is not known, as he was too youpg 
to have any command during the late 
war. But he certainly has a very juft uo- 
derftanding, which has been improved ^y 
fiudy. He has taken fbme pains to ac- 
quire the Englifti language, to which he 
Was induced by an admiration of fevcraj 
Englifh authors^ whofe works ht had r^ad 

ia 
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hk Froilch and German. He is nam abltf 
to reild'£ngU(h prole with tolerable facW 
lity, and tias been of late ftudying Shake* 
fpear, having adiuaJly read two or three! 
4^f his plays. 



t' 



I took the liberty to obferve, thajt as 
Shakefpear's genius had traced every la* 
byrinth, and penetrated into every recefe 
of the human heart, his fentiments could 
not fail to pleafe his Royal Highnefs ; but, 
as his language was uncommonly bold aiHl 
figurative, and full of alluiions to national 
cuftomSf and the manners of our ifland 
two centuries ago, the Englifli themfdvciB, 
'who had not made a particular dudy of his 
works, did not always comprehend then: 
foil energy. I added, that to transfufe the 
4kiA of Shakefpear into a tranflatioa, was 
ifApofiibie; and to tafte all his beauties in 
the original, required fuch a knowledge 
^ the Engliib manners and language as 

S 4 few 
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{cw forcigoers, even after a long reftdence 
Ui the papital, could attain. 



The Prince faid, he was aware of all 
this; yet he was determined to flrugglc 
Jiard for fome acquaintance with an au- 
thor fp much admired by the EngU|h na- 
tiqn: that though he fhould never be abia 
to tafte all his excellencies^ he was coa- 
yinced he fhould underftand enough to re-: 
^ppipepce hip for his trouble ; that he ha4 
^Iready ilpdied fome detaphed parts, which 
bp |hopght fuperior tp any thing he ha4 
^yerinet with in the work§ of any other Poet, 
P^s Jloyal pigpefs attends to military 
|)ufipefs vfith as much afEduity as moft 
p|Ecers of t]ie famp ran|c, in the army; for 
^n the Pruffiaa fervice, np degree of eaii- 
pence ip the article, of birth can excufe a 
j;eipifrion in the duties of that prpfeffion. 
He is much eftcemed by the army, andi 
£pnfidere(| as fin exceeding good oflicex. 
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To the franknefs of a foldier he joins the 
integrity of a Germani and is beloved by 
the public in general^ on account of his 
good- nature, affability, and humane turn 
pf miqid. 



\"U\ 
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LETTER LXXVnr. 

Potfdani* 

T A M afraid you will think the anecdotes 
and converfation which I fbmetimes 
fend you are rather tedious* Your curiofity 
about certain charadtera has led me into 
this pr«£tife ; for I choofe to give you op-* 
jKyrtunities of forming an opinion of your 
owni rather than to trouble you with mine. 
My opinion might very probably be erro- 
neous ( the accounts I give of what I have 
ften or heard are always true. And, not* 
withftanding that the anions and conver- 
futions L relate may be Apparently of fmall 
impt:>rtance» ftiU as the perfons in fome 
meafure defcribe themfelvts> an under- 
A^nding like yours will be able from thence 
to draw jufter ideas of charader than I 

could have given. 

la 
9 
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^ In a former letter I mentioned the great 
difficulty of deferting from a Pruffian gar« 
rifon, and of what importance it is thought 
to prevent it. An accident which happen- 
ed a few days (ince^ will give you a Ilronger 
idea of this than any general account. 

Two fbldien of the Prince of Pruffia'g 
regiment got over the walls in the night^ 
time, with an intention to defert ; but, uo* 
luckily for them, this town ftands. on a 
peninfula formed by the river, and the 
neck of land is guarded in fuch a manoor 
that it is almoft impofiible to pafs that way 
without permiffion. Thefe men could not 
twim, and they durft not prefect them** 
felves at any of the ferries, becaufe the 
boatmen are forbid, under the feverefl 
penalties, to connive at the efcape of any 
deferters, and firidly ordered to affifl; in 
apprehending them. A reward is alfo of- 
fered, as a greater inducement to this piece 
of fervice. 

AH 
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All thefe clrcumftances being known in 
the garrifon, it was imagined that, as none, 
. of the peafants would in ail probability ven- 
ture to harbour them, they were ftill Ikulk- 
ing in the fields, among the (landing corn. 
On this fuppofition, parties of men were 
employed for three days fucceffively in tra- 
Terfing the fields, and beating the bufhes, 
as if they had been in chafe of a hare. Great 
mimbers of the officers of this regiment, 
fome of the highefl: rank, rode about for 
thrfeeor four hours everyday, all employ- 
ed in the fame manner. But not finding 
the men, they were at laft convinced that 
they had by fome m.eans or other got out 
of the peninfula, and all further fearch wasr 
given up as unneceflary. 

On the morning of the fourth day, thefe 
two unfortunate men came and furrender- 
cd to the guard at one of the gates. Find- 
ing it impracticable to efFcdl their efcape* 
and not daring to enter a houfe, they were 



MANNERS IN I^RANCE, kd. i6^ 

at length compelled, by hunger and fatigue, 
to deliver themfelves up. ■ ■• 

Before I clofe this letter, I will give you 
an account of an adventure of an affediting; 
nature, which happened in the King's 
family, at the time when all thefe refearchea 
were made for the two deferters. 

The King's principal valet-de-chamSrc 
was a man confiderably refpeded. Having 
conftant opportunities of being about the 
King's perfon, and having enjoyed hi» ap^ 
probation for feveral years, people of the 
firft rank paid him fome degree of atten- 
tion. He was liked by his acquaintances, 
as I have been told, on account of his per- 
fonal qualities, and had accumulated a little 
fortune by the perquifites of his office. He 
had built a houfe near that of my Lord 
Marechal, and kept a coach for the ufe of 
his miftrefs. 

It 
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It was this man's misfortune to difoblige 
the King, probably by fome negle^ of 
duty; or it might pofiibly be fomeching 
worfe:~*I never could hear exadly how 
tlm had happened :— But while the Prin- 
ceflTes were at the New Palace, the King 
liad blamed him in very fharp terms ; and 
not being fatisfied with the excufes the 
man made, he told him> that as foon as 
the company was gone, he fhould be taken 
care of. 

When the PrincelTes went to Berlin^ his 
Majefty returned to his old palace at Sana^ 
Souci: and the day after, he fent for an 
officer of his guards, and ordered him to 
condud this man to Potfdam, and place 
him in the quality of a drummer in the 
firft regiment of foot-guards. 

The poor man endeavoured to pacify 
his mailer by prayers and entreatiea, but 
without fucc€fe.~Hc then faid to the of- 
ficer, 
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ficer^ that there were ibme tbinga in bis 
room which be wiihed to put in order be- 
fore he wentt mod defired that he might he 
allowed a little time for that purpofe. The 
officer readily aflfented, and as ibon as this 
dcfperate man had entered his own apart- 
menty he feized a piftoU which be h^ 
prepared from the time the King had 
threatened him, and immediately (hot him-* 
fe)f through the head. The report of the 
ptftol alarmed the King and the officer.-^* 
They both went into the room, and found 
the poor creature expiring*. 

Though the King certainly had no idea 
that his valet would ihoot himfelf; and 
though, it is moft probable, be would not 
have allowed him to remain long in the 
fituation to which, in a fit of refentment, 
he had condemned him ; — yet there is^ 
Something exceedingly barlh in dafhing a 
man at once from a fituation of eafe and 
xefpefl;, into a fpbere of life fo very difff- 

rentt 
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tent. — Such an order was more becoming 
the fury of an intemperate defpot, than the 
dignity of fo great and fo wife a monarch 
as the King of Pruflia. 

I Gonverfed with a perfon who had bcea 
at Sans-Souci immediately after this me- 
lancholy event. — He faid the King feemed 
to be very much aflFefled. — ^If he felt it aft 
he ought, he was an object of compaflion ; 
if he did not, he was fiili more fo, for no-^ 
thing can be a greater misfortune to a man 
than to want humanity. 



MANNERS IN FRANCE, &c. 473 



LETTER LXXIX. 

Drefden. 

T Believe I negleded to mention in any of 
■*" my letters from Berlin, that when. I 
vifited the manufa(9:ory of porcelain, I was 
fo much ftruck with the beauty of fome 
of it, that I ordered a fmall box for you. 
But as I take it to be a matter of indiffe- 
rence, whether you fip your tea out of the 
china you have already, or this, you may 
fend it as a prefent to the female you love 

and efteem moft. If by this diredion it 

fhould not go ftraight from you to Mifs 

, pray let me know to whom you fend 

it. The faftor at Hamburgh will give you 
notice when he ihips it off. 

I did not imagine that this manufactory 

had arrived at fuch a degree of perfedion 

Vol. II. T a» 
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as it has in feveral places in Germanyv 
particularly at Brunfwic and Berlin. The 
parcel I have ordered for you, is thought 
equal to the fined made at Drefdem 

The day we left Potfdam we dined with 
good Lord Marechal, wha took leave of 

the Duke^ with an emotion which at 
once marked his regard for his Grace, and 
his fears that he fhould never fee him. 
again. 

If I were ftrongly in a humour for dc- 
fcription, our journey through the mofi 
beautiful and moft fertile part of Germany 
would afford me a fair opportunity. I not 
only could ring oVcr the whole chimes of 
woods, meadows, rivers, and mountaina) 
rich crops of grain, flax, tobacco, and hopsf 
I might animate the landfcapes with » 
copious breed of horfes, black cattle, (heep» 
wild boars, and venifon, and vary the de- 
icription with the marble, precious iloiies^ 

and 
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and mines of lead^ copper, iron, and filver, 
which. Saxony contains within its bowclf* 
I might expatiate on the fine china ware, 
and fine women, that abound in this coun- 
try, formed of the fineft clay in Germany, 
ct tres joliment travaillees ; — ^but I am long 
fmce tired of defcription, and therefore beg 
leave to convey you at once from Potfdam 
to DrefdeH. 



Having been prcfented to the Eledof 
and Eledrefs by Mr. Ofborn, the Britiih 
minifter here, we had the honour of dining 
with them the fame day. The Eledrefs U 
young, tall, well-made, and lively.-^ We 
were afterwards prefented to the Eledrefs 
Dcrwager, and to the Princefs Elizabeth^ 
the Elector's aunt, to the Princefs, his 
fifter, and to bis three brothers, the eldeft 
of whom has joft the ufe of his legs, and 
is moved about the room in a chair with 
wheels. 

T a The 



a76 VIEW OF SOCIETY AND 

The court was numerous and fplendid. 
In the evening there was card playing for 
about two hours. The Duke of Hamilton 
was of the Eledrefs's party, while I played 
two rubbers at whift with one of the 
Princeffes, againft the Eledrefs Dowager 
and the Princefs Elizabeth. — I have never 
feen deep gaming at any of the German 
courts. — What has approached neareft to it, 
has been at mafquerades, or where the 
Sovereign was not prefent. 

Drefden, though not one of the largeft, 
IS certainly one of the moft agreeable cities 
in Germany, whether we confider its fitu* 
ation, the magnificence of its palaces^ or 
the beauty and conveniency of the houfes 
and ftreets. This city is built on both fides 
of the Elbe, which is of a confiderable 
breadth here. The magnificent and com- 
modious manner in which the two oppofitc 
parts of the town are joined, adds greatly 

to its beauty. 

I There 
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There is an equeftrian flatue of King 
Auguftus, in a kind of open place or fquare; 
between the old city and the new. The 
workmanfliip is but indifferent ; however, 
I was defired by our. Cicerone to admire 
this very much, becaufe it was made 

by a common fmith. I begged to be ex- 
cufed, telling him that I could not admire 

* 

ir, had it been made by Michael Angelo. 

Few Princes in Europe are fo magni- 
ficently lodged as the Elector of Saxony* 
The Palace and Mufeum have been often 
defcribed. — The laft was begun by the 
Elector Auguftus, and ftill retains the name 
of the Green Room, though it now confifts 
of feveral apartments, all painted green, in 
imitation of the firft. I will not enume-- 
rate the prodigious number of curiofities^ 
natural and artificial, to be feen there. Some 
of the lad are curious,, only becaufe they 
are invifible to the human eye. Of this 

T 3 numberi 
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number, is a cherry ftone, upon which, by 
the help of a microfcope, above a hundred 
faces may be diflinguilhed. Undoubtedly 

thefe little mechanical whims difplay the 
labour, perfeverance, and minute attention 
of the workman ; but I Cannot think they 
arc proofs of the wifdom of thofe who 
could employ artifts to fo little purpofe. 
Let the aAonifhing minutiae of nature be 
admired through microfcopes; but furely 
nothing is a proper work for the hands of 
maut which cannot be ken by the unaided 
human eye. 

A work of the jeweller Dioglingert 
which reprefents the celebration of , the 
Mogul's birth-day, is much admired. The 
Mogul fitting on his throne, his grandeea 
(ind guards^ with a great many elephants, 
are all exhibited upon a table about an ell 
iijuare. This work employed Dinglingor, 
and fome aiCftants^ above ten years. Do 

not 
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fiot you think this was kaving fo inge* 
tiious an artift a little too long in the Mo« 
guPs fcrvice -? 

A (imple lift of every tHng Taluabic 
and curious in this Mufeum, would exceed 
the bounds of one of my longcft letters j 
X {hall therefore pafs them all over Ir 
filence, except the ftory of the prophet 
Jonah, which it would be impious to omit. 
The (hip, the whale, the prophet, an4 
' the fea-fhore, are all reprefented in pearl ; 
•but the fea and rocks are In alKfTerent kind 
of fione, though, in my opinion, there 
was no oceafion to vary the materials; 
for furely there is as great a difference be» 
tween a prophet and a whale, as between 
a whale and a rock. So that if the firft 
tyfo could be reprefented . with the fame 
materials, { do not think it was worth 
while to change the dampoiition for the 
third. 

a 

T 4 The 
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The gallery of pidures is highly c.deem-f 
ed. Tp enumerate the particular merits 

of each, would fill many volumes, and rer 
quires a far greater knowledge of painting 
than I can pretend to. The moft valuable 
pieces are by Corregio and Rubens. • There 
are three or four by the former, and of his 
moft capital works ; and a very confiderable 
number by the latter. The ftrength and 
expreffion of this great artift^s pencil, the 
natural glow of his colouring, and the fer- 
tility of his fancy deferve the higheft en- 
comiums. Yet one cannot help regretting, 

that he had fo violent a paffion for fat 
women. That kind of nature which he 
had {ccn early in life in his own country, 

had laid fuch hold of his imagination, that 
it could not be eradicated by all the ele- 
gant models he afterwards ftudied ia 
Italy. Some of his feqaale figures ifi 
this gallery are fo much of the Dutch 
piake, and fo fat, that it is rather op- 

preflive 
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preflive to look at them in this very hot 
weather. 

In the Mufeum, within the Palace, there 
is a moft complete colle£tiGn of prints, from 
the commencement of the art of engraving 
fill the prefent time. 



! 
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LETTER LXXX. 



Drefden, 

TOOTHING feems clearer to me^ than 

that a fortified town fliouldhhave no 

palaces within it, and no fuburbs without* 

As the city of Drefden has both, it would 

have been well for the inhabitants, during 
the lafl war, that the town had been en- 
tirely without fortifications. In the year 

1756, when the King of Pruffia thought 
« 

it expedient to invade Saxony, he made 
himfelf mafter of this city, and kept 
peaceable poffeflion of it till 1758, when 
Marechal Daun, after the battle of Hoch- 
kirchen, threatened to befiege it. The 
Pruflian General Schmettau began his de- 
fence by burning part of the fuburbs* 
The Saxons and Auftrians exclaimed at 
this meafiire> and Daun threatened to 

make 
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make the governor anfwerable, in his own 
perfbn, for fuch defperate proceedings^ 
Count Schmettau was totally regardlds of 
their exclamations and threats^ and feemed 
attentive only to the orders of the King 
his mafter. He gave Marechal Daun to 
underftand, that the remaining fuburbs 
would fhare the fate of thofe already de- 
ftroyed, if he perfifted in attacking the 
town. The King appearing foon after, the 
Auftrians retreated into Bohemia: 

The inhabitants of Drefden, and all Sax- 
ony, were now in a very difmal (ituation, 
and found their hardihips increafe in pro- 
portion to the fuccefs of their friends 
and allies; for whatever exa<3:ions were 
railed in the King of Pruflia's dominions 
by the Auftrians and Ruflians, the like 
were impofed by way of retaliation on the 
miferable Saxons. A peof^le muft be in a 
deplorable ftate indeed, whl^n the fuccefs of 
tbeir enemies is the mod fortunate thing 

which can befal them. 

la 
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I^^ '759i ^^^^^ ^^^ dreadful battle of 
Cunerfdorf, near Frankfort on the Oder, 
the King of Pruflia being neceflitated to 
repair the flaughter of that day, withdrew 
the Pruflian garrifon from Drefden, which 
then fell into the hands of the Imperialifts. 
But the calamities of this city did not end 
here; for his Pruflian Majefty having de- 
ceived Marechal Daun by a very mafterly 
feint, while he feemed. to bend his courfe 

■ 

for Sileafia, he wheeled fuddenly abouti 

and threatened Drefden, which Marechal 
Daun had abandoned, in the full convic- 
tion, that the King had marched to the 
relief of Schweidnitz. While the Auftri- 
ans hurried on by forced marches into Si- 
lefia, the King attacked Drefden, which 
was refolutely defended by General IVfac-- 



quire. 



Every poflible efFcrt was made to reduce, 
this city before Count Daun fhould retura . 
;o its relief 5-rrand the wretched citizeqs. 

werg 
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were expofed to a continued cannonade and 
bombardment. This perhaps was jufti- 
fiable by the laws of war, as long as there 
were hopes that the town might be 
brought to furrendcr by fuch means. — 
But the enemies of his Pruffian Majefty 
aflert, that the bombardment was conti- 
nued, and churches, fine buildings, and 
whole ftreets, laid in afhes, even after 
Marechal Daun's return ; and when thefe 
vindidlive proceedings could only tend to 
the ruin and ^deftrudtion of private people 
without contributing in the fmalleft de- 
gree to the reducing the town, or being of 
any ufe to the public caufe. 

• ■ 

Many of thefe houfes ftill lie in rub- 
bifli ; but the inhabitants are gradually 
rebuilding, and probably all the ruined 
ftreets will be repaired before a new war 
breaks out in Germany. . While they re- 
build the houfes, I cannot help thinking 
it would be fortunate for the proprietors, 

th2t 
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mulated a great fortune. The reveife 
of this, however, is true. His houfe and 
gardens belong now to the Eleflipr. 

The Saxon troops make a very fine ap- 
pearance. The men in general are hand- 
fome and well made. Neither they nor 
their officers are fo very upright and iliff 
in their manners, as the Pruffians. Hay- 
ing been fo long accuftomed to thefe laft, 
this difference ftruck me very ftrongly at 
firft fight. The uniform of the guards is 
red and yellow ; that of the marching re- 
giments white. The foldiers, during the 
fummer, wear only waiftcoafts, even whea 
they mount guard ; and always appear 
extremely neat and clean. The ferjeantS) 
befides their other arms, have a large piftol. 
This is fo commodioufly fattened to the 
left fide, that it gives no trouble. The 
band of mufic belonging to the Saxon 
guards is the moft complete and the fineft 
I ever faw. 

. I do 
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t do not expedt to receive any accounts 
from you till we arrive at Vienna ; but I 
fhall probably write again from Prague^ 

for which place w6 ititeiid to fet out to- 
morrow. 



Vol. II. ti 
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LETTER LXXXL 

Prague. 

T> OH EM I A, though by no means fa 
fertile, or fo fine a country as Saxony, 
does not deferve the bad character whieh 
fome travellers have given it. 1 thought 
many places very beautiful, and varied with 
the mofl agreeable rural objects. 

Prague, the capital of Bohemia, (lands 
in a hollow, furrounded on all fides with 
hills. Thofe neareft the town, and which 
command it, are comprehended within the 
fortifications. It is a very large town, re* 
taining fome marks of former fplendor, but 
many more evident fymptoms of prefent 
decay— Symptoms which naturally attend 
thofe places which once have been the refi- 
dence of royalty, and are fo na more. 

All 
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All the houfes, with any appearance of 
magnificence, are old, and it is not pro^ 
bable that any new ones will be built in 
that ftyle: for the Bohemian nobility, who 
are in circumftances to bear fuch an ex- 
pence, live at Vienna, and the trade and 
xnanufadures of this town are not fufficient 
to enable any of the mercantile people to 
build fine houfes* 

In whatever degree this city may have 
dwindled in wealth and magnificence, the 
piety of the inhabitants certainly flourifh^s 
as much as ever* I do not recoiled to 
have feen fo many glaring marks of devo- 
tion in any place. The corners of the 
ilreets, bridges, and public buildings, are 
all ornamented with crucifi^eS) images of 
the Virgin of all fizes and complexiona^ 
and flatues of Saints of every country, con- 
ditioU) age, and fex. People are to be 
feen on their knees before thefe flatues in 
every part of this city, but particularly on 

U a the 
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the large bridge over the Mold aw, where 
there is the greateft concourfe of paflen- 
gers. This bridge is fo profufely adorned 
with theftatues of Saints, that, croffing over 
it, you have a row of them on each fide, 
like two ranks of mufketeers. 

Travellers, efpecially fuch as arrive dl- 
redlly from Berlin, muft be aftoniflied at 
the people's devotion in this city, in a par- 
ticular manner at the vehemence with 
which it is exprefled by thofe who exhibit 
before the Saints upon the bridge. 

Not contented with kneeling, I faw fome 
proftrate themftlves on their faces, kifling 
the earth ; and others, who offered their 
petitions to thefe Saints with fuch earneft- 

9 

nefs and fervour, that, if their hearts had 
not been of ftone, they muft have paid 
more attention to the petitioners than they 
feemed to do. 

There 
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There is One faint who has more votaries 
than all the reft put together — Saint Ne- 
pomuc, I think they call him: — As my 
acquaintance with Saints is not extenfivei I 
never heard of him till I came hither, 
but his reputation is very great in this 
town. This faint, it feems, was ordered 
by feme cruel tyrant, to be thrown over a 
bridge, and his neck was broke by, the fall, 
and he is fuppofed to retain a particular 
aflFedion for bridges ever fince ; an efTeft 
foniething different from what was to 
have been expeded from the caufe ; how- 
ever, the people here are perfuaded, that fo 
it happened to Saint Nepomuc; and to put 
the fad beyond controverfy, he is at this 
moment the tutelar Saint of bridges; — 
almoft all thofe in Bohemia are dedicated 
to him. He has alfo the reputation of ex- 
celling every Saint in heaven in the cure 
of barrennefs in women. — How his cha- 
rader for this was eftabliflied, I did no|; 

enquire. 

Us It 
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It is a melancholy reflexion, that the 
wealthy are mor ^ carclefs about religious 
duties than the indigent, and that poverty 
and piety are fo often linked together. I 
often obferved, when we flopped at any 
town or village, which had fymptoms of 
great poverty, that the inhabitants feemed 
jilfo unufually devout. 

It would appear, that hope is a more 
powerful fentiment in the human breaft 
than gratitude, fxnce thofe who ought to 
feel the greateft thaakfulnefs to Heaven, 
difplay the leaft. 

We found an acquaintance at Prague 
when we leaft ei^peded it; for as the Duke 
of Hamilton and I flood talking in the 
ftreets, a prieft, who belongs to a feminary 
of learning in this town, overheard usj up 
on which he flopped, and after looking at 
ps very earneftly for fome time, he at 
length c^me vp, and addrefTed us in thefe 

words; 
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words: — I do aflure you now, I am an 
Irifhman too. This eafy kind of introduce 
tion foon produced a degree of intimacy; 
1 afked, how he knew fo readily that we 
ve^ere Irifli ? Am I not after hearing you 
fpeak Englifli, my dear ? replied the honefl: 
prieft, for he really was a very honed ob- 
liging fellow, and the moft ufeful and en- 
tertaining Cicerone we could have had a( 
Prague. 

After having vifited the royal apart- 
ments, they fhewed us the window in the 
fecretary of ftate's office, from whence 
three noblemen were thrown in the year 
1618. This was rather a violent mode of 
turning out the people hi power ; but it is 
probable the party in oppofition had tried 
gentler means in vain. 

As one great ufe of hiftory is to furnifh 
leffons and examples, by which pofterity 
in all ages may profit, I do not think it 

U 4 would 
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^ould be amifs to remind your friends in 
adminiftration of this adventure, that they 
may move off quietly before their opr 
ponents take defperate meafures. For it 

has been obferved, that the enemies of 

• . . • ■ ^ 

tottering ftatefmen are much more a£live 
than their friends, who when things 
come to the laft pulh, are apt to (land 
aloof, 

Like people viewing, at a diftance. 
Three men thrown out of a cafement. 
Who never ftir to their affiftahce. 
But juft afford them their amazement. 

In cafe however a fimilar outrage fhould be 
threatened in England, it is to be hoped 
ihat Apollo (as he was wont of ol4 
when any of his friends were in danger) 
will interpofe with a cloud, and fave 
the Minifter ; for, in the prefent fcarcity 
of wit and good-humour, it would be a 
thoufand pities to lofe a man fo much 

diftin- 
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diftinguiftied for both, at one defperate 
throw. 



We walked over the heights, from which 
the PrufTians attempted to carry the town, 
immediately after the defeat of Prince 
Charles of Lorraine and Count Brown. 

m 

The bombardment of this town was a 
more defenfible meafure than that of Dref- 
den; for while the army within were 
under the dejedion natural after the lof« 
of a battle, and unprepared for a fiege, 
it might be fuppofed, that the contufioa 
and terror produced by the bombardment, 
joined to the vaft confumption of pro- 
vifions by fuch a numerous garrifon, would 
induce the befieged to furrenden But al- 
though the King's humanity has not been 
called in queftion for his condudl here, 
I have heard many military men cenfurc 
him for want of prudence, particularly 
on account of his defperate attempt at 

Kolin, 
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Kolin, wheoi leaving the half of his army 
to continue the blockade of Prague, he 
marched with little more than thirty thou* 
fand men, and attacked an army of djouble 
that number, ftrongly fituated, and com- 
manded by one of the ableft generals of 
the age. 



After all, it is piore than probable, that 
the King had very good reafons for his 
condu£k. But as the attempt was unfuc- 
cefsful, and as the fad reverfe of the Pruffian 
affairs may be dated from that epoch, the 
voice of cenfure has been very loud in 
blaming an adion, which would have been 
exalted to the fkies had it been crowned 
with fuccefs. If Hannibal had by any ac- 
cident been defeated at Cannae, it is very 
pofTible, that hiftorians would have found 
out many reafons why he fhould not have 
fought that battle, and would have en- 
deavoured to prove, that his former vic- 
tories 
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tories had been gained by chance, and 
that he was a mere ignoramus in the art 
of war. 

Adieu, my good friend; I wifli you good 
luck in all your undertakings, that you may 
continue to be reckoned by the world, a 
man of prudence* 



/ 
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LETTER LXXXII. 

Vienna. 

ON arriving at Vienna, the poftillions 
drive diredly to the Cuftom-^houfe, 
where the baggage undergoes a very fevere 
fcruttny, which neither fair words nor 
money can mitigate. As nothing contra- 
band was found among our baggage, it 
was all carried diredly to our lodgings, 
except our books, which were retained to 
be examined at leifure, and were not re- 
ftored to us till fome time after. The Em- 
prefs has given ftridl orders, that no books 
of impiety, lewdnefs, or immorality, fhall 
be allowed to enter her dominions, or be 
circulated among her fubjeds ; and Maho- 
met himfelf dares as foon appear publicly at 
Vienna as any one of them. 

Unfortu- 
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Unfortunately for us, Sir Robert Keith 
is lately gone to England, and is not expeft-** 
ed back for feveral months. We have reafon 
to regret the abfence of fo agreeable and fo 
worthy a man; but every advantage we 
could have received frorti him as a minifter, 
has been fupplled by his fecretary, Mr. 
Erneft; who has introduced us to the Count 
Degeiifeldt, ambaflador from the States*^ 
General. This gentleman furniflied us with 
a lift of the vifits proper to be made, and 
had the politenefs to attend the Duke of 
Hamilton on this grand tour. 

The firft day we waited on Prince Kau- 
nitz, we were invited to dine, and found a 
very numerous company at his houfe ; many 
of whom, as I afterwards underftood, had 
been prepoflefled in our favour, by the po- 
lite and obliging letters which the Baron dc 
Swieten had written from Berlin. 

Some of the principal families are at 
their feats in the country, which we'^fhould 

2 have 
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have more reafon to regret, were it not 
for the politenefft and hofpitality of the 
Clount and Cbuntefs Thune^ at whofe heufCf 
or that of their fitter the Countefs Walftein, 
there is an agreeable party every evening; 
among whom is the Vifcount de Laval, 
brother to the Marquis, whom I had the 
honour of knowing at Berlin. The Vif- 
count has been as far north as Peterlburgi 
and intends to make the tour of Italy before 
he returns to France. 

The city of Vienna, properly fo calledi 
is not of very great extent; nor can it be 
enlarged, being limited by a ftrong fortifica- 
tion. This town is very populous : It is 
thought to contain above feventy thoufand 
inhabitants. The ftreets in general are nar- 
row, and the houfes built high. Some of 
the public buildings and palaces are mag* 
nificent ; but they appear externally to no 
great advantage, on account of the naf- 
rownefs of the ftreets. The chief are the 

8 Imperial 
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Imperial Palace, the Library atid Mufennii 
the palaces of the Princes Lichtenftein, 
Eugene, and fome others, which I know 
you will excufe me from enumerating or 

defcribing. 

There is no great danger that Vienna 
will ever again be fubjedecj to the incon- 
veniencies of a liege. Yet, in cafe the 
thing fhould happen, a meafure has been 

taken, which will prevent the neceflity of 
deftroying the fuburbs: No houfes with- 
out the walls are allowed to be built nearer 
to the glacis than fix hundred yards; fo 
that there is a circular field of fix hun^ 
dred paces broad all around the town, 
which, exclufive of the advantage above 
mentioned, has a very beautiful and falu- 
tary efFed. Beyond the plain, the fuburbs 
are built.— They form a very extenfive and 
magnificent town, of an irregularly circular 
form, containing within its bofom a fpa- 
cious field, which has for its centre the 

original town of Vienna. 

Tbefc 



304 VIEW OF SOCIETY ANd 

Thefemagnificent fuburbs, and' the towtf 
together, are faid to contain above three 
hundred thoufand inhabitants j yet the 
former are not near fo populous, in pro- 
portion to their fize, as the town ; bjecaufe 
many houfes of the fuburbs have extenfive 
gardens belonging to them, and many fa- 
milies, who live during the winter within 
the fortifications, pafs the fummer months 
in the fuburbs. 

Monfieur de Breteuil, the French ani- 
baflador, lives there at prefent. The Dukcf 
and I dined at his houfe a few days ago/ 
This gentleman was attached to the Dud 
de Choifeul, and had been appointed am- 
baffador to this court, in which character 
hfe was about to fet out from Paris, when 
that minifter was difmiffed by the late King 
of France ; upon which M. de Breteuil, 
inftead of Vienna, was fent to Naples. 
But fince the new King's acceffion, he has 
been eftablifhed at the court for which he 

wa» 
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M^as originally intended; He is a man of 
talents, and not calculated for a fituation in 
tvhich talents have little or no room for 
exertion. 

About a week after our arrival at Vienna^ 
we had the honour of being prefented to 
the Emperor. The Count Degenfeldt ac- 
companied us to the palace between nine 
and ten in the mornings After walking a 
few minutes in an adjoining room, we were 
conducted into that where the Emperor was 
alone* His manner is affable, eafy, and 
gracefully plain. 

The fame forenoon we drove to Sehon- 
brun, a palace about a league from Viennas 
where the Emprefs refides at prefent. I had 
no fmall curiofity to fee the celebrated Maria 
Therefa, whofe fortunes have interefted Eu* 
rope for fo many years. Her magnanimity 
in fupporting the calamities to which the 
early part of her life was expofed, and the 

Vol. II. X moderation 
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moderation with which fhe has horn^ pro^ 
fperity^ have fecured to her uoiverfiil appiso- 
bation« She alfo was alone when we w<r^ 
prefented. She converfed for fome time 
with the Duke of Hamilton in an eafy and 
cheerful manner, and behaved to all with 
an affable dignity. She now pofieflcs but 
fmall remains of that beauty for which flie 
was diftinguiQied in her youth ; but her 
countenance indicates benevolence and 
good-humour. I had often heard of the 
fcrupulous etiquette of the Imperial courtt 
but have found every thing diredlly op- 
pofite to that account. 

Prince Kaunitz having feen a young Eng- 
llffi gentleman fcarcely fourteen years of age, 
whom the Duke of Hamilton patronizes, and 
who has accompanied us on this tour, the 
Prince defired that iie alfo might be pre- 
fented to the Emperor and EmprefSf which 
was accordingly done, and they both re- 
ceived him in the moft gracious manner. 

I men-* 
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t tiientioti this ciFCumftance its a flrong 
probf hew far they are fupcrior at this 
coutt to trifling pundiliost and how greatly 
they have relaxed in ceremony fince the 
acCeffion of the Lofrain family* 

Two or three days after this, we were 
prefented at a full courts to the two un- 
Viarried Areh-DachefFesy their iifter the 
PiJnQeif' Albert of Saxony, and the Princefs 
Qf Modena, who is iparried to the Em^ 
peror's brother. The laft couple are lately 
arrived from Milan oa a vifit to the Em* 
preff. 

The ImperUl family are uncommonly 
well- looking, and have ^ y§ry ftrpng refem-** 
blance to each other. They are ^all of a fair 
complexion^ with large blue eye^, and fot09 
of them^ particularly the Arch-duke, aredif* 
tinguifhed by the thick Up fo long remarked 
io the Auftrian family. The beautiful 

Queen of France is the handfomeft of this 

X z familyi^ 
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family, only becaufe flie is ' the youngeft } 
fome people think that her fifter the Prin- 
cefs Albert has dill the advantage. > 

One of the unmarried Arch-duchefles, 
who formely was thought the mod beau- 
tiful, has fufFered confiderably by the fmall- 

pox A lady of the court told me, that, a9 

foon as this princefs underftood what her 
difeafe was, fhe called for a looking-glafsi 
and with unafFeded pleafantry took leave of 
thofe features fhe had often heard praifed, 
and which fhe believed would be greatly 
changed before fhe fhould fee them again* 
The diminution which the fmall-pox has 
made in the beauty of this Princefs, has not 

in the fmalleft degree impaired her good- 
humour, or the eflential part of her cha- 
rader, which by every account is perfedly 
amiable. 

When the King of Pruffia faw his army 
defeated at Cunerfdorf, after he had written 

2 to 
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to the Queen that he was fure of vidory ; 
Or when any of thofe monarchs, of whom 
hiftory gives examples, were dafhed from 
their thrones to a ftate of dependence or 
captivity, unqueftionably it required great 
ftrength of mind to bear fuch cruel rdverfes 
of fortune ; but perhaps it requires more in 
a woman, whofe beauty is admired by one 
half of the human race, ancf envied by the 
other, to fupport its lofs with equanimity 
in all the pride of youth. — If thofe veteran 
beauties, who never had any thing but their 
faces to give them importance, whom we 
fee ftill withering on the ftalk, and repining 
that they cannot retain the bloom of May 
in the froft of December, had met with 
fuch an ac'cident, it would probably have 
killed them* at once, and faved them many 
years of defpifed exiftence. 



^3 
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LETTER LXXXIII; 

Vienna^ 

T Never paffed my titne more agreeably 
^ than fince I came to Vienna. There i% 
not fuch a conilant round of amufements a9 
%o fill up a man's time without any plap'OF 
pccupation of his own; and yet there t% 
pnough to fatisfy any mind iK)t pcrfcdij* 
vacant and dependent on external obje<fls,— ^ 
We dine abroad two or three times a iteek. 
We fometimes fee 21. little jplay, but ncvei? 
any deep garni ng.-^--- — At the Conciteri 
Thune's, where I generally pafs the evenings 
there is no play of any kind. — The foc^fety 
.^here literally form a converfazionp. 

I dare fay, you will he at a lofs to iinagine 
Jiow a mixed company, fometimes pretty 
piimerpus, can pafs feveral hours every 

fyenin|, 
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evening, merely in converfing, efpecially 
when you are told that the converfation is 
not always fplit into parties and tete-k-t^tes ; 
but is very often general You will fufpedt 
there muft be many melancholy paufes, 
which, after a certain length, are prolonged, 
from the rdufkance of people to be the fir ft 
breakers of a very folemn filence ; or you 
may think that fometimes there will be fo 
many tongues moving at once, that nothing 
can be heard diftindly ; and you may pof- 
fibly figure to yourfelf the lady of the houfc 
at other times endeavouring, by formal ob- 
fervations on the weather, or politics, to 
keep alive a converfation which is juft ex- 
piring in all the yawnings of death. 

Nothing of this kind, however, happens* 

The Countefs has the art of entertaining a 

company, and of making them entertain one 

another^ more than any perfon I ever knew. 

With a great deal of wit, and a perfedl 

knowledge of the world, fhe poOfefles the 

X 4 moft 
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moft diiinterefted heart. She is thefirft ta 
difcover the good qualities of her fvi\^fjAh 
and the laft who fees their foibies. One of 

her greateft pleafures is to. remove pre|i|dice8 
from amongft her acquaintances, and to 
promote friendships. She has an everlafting 
flow of fpirjts, which flie manages with fuch 
^ddrefs as to delight the gay,, without dif- 
pleafing the dejeded. 1 never knew .any 
tody have fuch a member, of friend?, and fo 
much generous friendfhipto beftow on each; 
She is daily making new qpes, withqujtal- 
lowing her regard for the old to diminifh. 
She has formed a little fyftem of happinefs 
at her own houfe, herfclf being the centr? 
of attr^dion and union. Nobody is under 
the lead neceffity of remaining a moment 
in this fociety after being tired.— They may 
retire when they pleafe.-r-No more notice is 
taken of the entries or exits of any perfon 
who has been once received, than of a fly's 
coming in or going out of the room. — There 
is not the ftiadow of reftraint, — If you ga 

every 
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-every night, you are always treated with 
equal kinduefs; and if you Itay away for a 
'month, you are received on your return 
Lvsnth the fatne cheerfulnefs aa if you ii!ad 
.been there every evening. 
* - . ■ ' 

The Englifh who come to this place are 
in a particular manner obliged to this fa- 
mily, not onlyifor the polite reception they 
:gcncrally meet with, but alfo for the oppor- 
tunities this affords them of teaming an 
acquaintance with the principal people at 
Vienna. And I imagine there is no city in 
Europe where a young gentleman, after His 
univerfity education is finifhed, can pafs a 
year with fo great advantage ; becaufe, if 
properly recommended, he may mix, on an 
eafy footing, with people of rank, and have 
opportunities of improving by theconverfa- 
tion of fenfible men and accompliflied wo- 
men. In no capital could he fee fewer ex-r 
amples, or have fewer opportunities of deep 
:. , gaming, 
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gaining, open profligacy, or grofs de- 
bauchery. He may learn to pafs his time 
agreeably^ independentof a continued round 
of amufements.-— He may be gradually led 
to enjoy rational converfation, and at length 
acquire the blefTed faculty of being fatisfied 
with moderate pleafures. 

To the politenefs of the Countefs Thune, 
and the recommendation of the Baroa 
Swieten, I am indebted for the agreeable 
footing I am on with Prince Kaunitz, who 
at prefent lives at Laxenberg, a pleafant 
village about ten miles from Vievaa^ 
wiiere there is a fmall palace and very 
exteniive park, belonging to the Imperial 
femilyt 

Prince Kaunitz has lately built a houfe 
there, and lives in a flyle equally hofpitablc 
and magnificent. He is not to be feen be^ 
fore dinner by any but people on bufincfs } 

bii« 
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but he always has a pretty Urge company 
at dinner^ and ftiU greater, numbers from 
Vienna pafs their evenings at Laxtaberg } 
not unfrequently the £mp<bror fatmielf makes 
one of the company. This mioifter has 
enjoyed tlye favour of the Emprefs for many 
years. He was her envoy at the treaty of 
Aix la Chapelle in 1748, and has been of 
her eabinet council ever fince. At prefent 
he is mi aider for all foreign afFairSt and is 
fuppofed to have greater influence with her 
fhan any othpr perfon, 

He is certainly a man of knowledge, 
genius, and fidelity, and the affairs of this 
court have profpered greatly under his ma* 
nagement. His friends are very much at- 
tached to him, and he (hews great difcern- 
mentin difcovering, and employing men of 
talents. He is the friend and patron of 
Monf. de Swieten. It is fuppofed that he 
gdyifed^nd negociated the French alliance, 

t yet 
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yet he has always had a ftrong partiality in 
favour of the Bpkifh nation — He has fome 
fingularities ; but as they do not afFedt any 
eflential part of his charadler, they need not 
be mentioned. 
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LETTER LXXXIV* 

Vienna. ' 

T Had the pleafure of yours by the laft poft, 
•* wherein you inform me that our ac- 

quaintance C talks of fetting out for 

Vienna very foon. As nothing is fo tirefome 
as the company of one who is continually 

tired of himfelf, I (hould be alarmed at your 
information, were I not abfolutely certain 
that his ftay here will be very {hort,^come 
when he will. 

C-f— called at my lodgings one morning 
the fummer before I had left London. — I 
had remained in town merely becaufe I had 
no particular bufinefs elfewhere y — but he 
Affured me, that the town was a defert ; — 
that it was fhameful to be feen in the 
ftreets j — that all the world was at Bright- 

helmftone. — 
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helmftoBC.^-'^So I allowed him to condadt 
iiie to that placc» where we had remained 
only a few days, wlien he told me, that none 
of the people he cared for were there ; and 
as 1 had nothing particular to detain me, he 
begged as a favour that 1 would accompany 
him to Tunbridge. — We went accordingly, 
and to my great fatisfaftion I there found 
Mr. N— — 's family. C — remained pretty 
quiet for about four days ;-^he yawned a 
good deal on the fifth ; — and on the fixth, 
I thought he would have diilocated bil 
jaws. As he perceived I was pleafed with 
the place, and would take none of his hints 
about leaving it, he at laft pretended that 
he had received a letter which made it ab- 
folutely neceflary for him to fet out for 
London :— and away he went. 

I ftaeid three weeks at Tunbridge.-^OQ my 
return to town, I underftood tha): C— had 
taken a genteel furnifhed houfe for the fum** 
mer io Yorkihire» where he bad already 

pafled 
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palled a week, having previoufly engaged a 
female friend to go along with him. — He 
left word 10 town, that he was not to be 
cxpeded till the meeting of parliament* 
Though I never imagined that he would 
remain quite fo long, yet I was a little far«- 
prtfed to fee him enter my room two days 
after I had received this account. — He told 
me, he was quite dirgufted with his houfe^ 
«nd more fo with his companion : — and be* 
(ides, he had taken a violent fancy ^o go to 
PariS) which you knowj added he, is the 
mod delightful place in the world, efpecially 
in fummer ; for the company never think 
of rambling about the country like our 
giddy fools in England, but remain toge« 
therin the capital as feafible people ought 
to do. 

'He then propofed that we (hould pack 
lip a few things,— take pc)ft,~pafs overh- 
and fpend a couple of months at Pari^« 
Finding I did not reliih the propofal, he 

wrote 
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galling, open profligacy, or grofs dc« 
bauchery. He may learn to pafs his time 
agreeably^ independentof a continued round 
of amufements.'-— He may be gradually led 
to enjoy rational converfation, and at length 
acquire the blefTed faculty of being fatisfied 
with moderate pleafures. 

To the politencfs of the Countefa Thune, 
and the recommendation of the Baroa 

Swieten, I am indebted for the agreeable 
footing I am on with Prince Kaunitz, who 

at prefent lives at Laxenberg, a pleafant 

village about ten miles from Vie9Ba» 

wtiere there is a fhiaU palace and very 

exteniive parki belonging to the Imperial 

iSraailyt 

Prince Kaunitz has lately built a houfe 
there, and lives in a flyle equally hofpitable 
and magnificent. He is not to be feen be-* 
fore dinner by any but people on bufinefs ; 

birt 
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but he always has a pretty hrge company 
at dinner^ and ftiU greater, nambers from 
Vienna pafs their evenings ,ttt Laxtaberg } 
not unfrequently the £mp<brorfatmielf makes 
one of the company. This mioifter has 
enjoyed tlje favour of the Emprefs for many 
years. He was her envoy at the treaty of 
Aix la Chapelle in 1748, and has been of 
her eabinet council ever fince. At prefent 
he is miaifler for all foreign afFairSt and is 
fuppofed to have greater influence with her 
Ithan any othpr pcrfon, 

He is certainly a man of knowledge, 
genius', and fidelity, and the affairs of this 
court have profpered greatly under his ma* 
nagement. His friends are very much at- 
tached to him, and he (hews great difcern- 
mentin difcovering, and employing men of 
talents. He is the friend and patron of 
Monf. de Swieten, It is fuppofed that he 
^dyifedand negociated the French alliance, 

t yet 
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yet he has always had a ftrong partiality in 
favour of the Bpkifh nation — He has fome 
fingularities ; but as they do not affedt any 
eflential part of his charader, they need not 
be mentioned. 
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Letter lxxxiv* 

Vienna. 

T Had the pleafure of yours by the laft poft, 
'*' wherein you inform me that our ac- , 

quaintance C talks of fetting out for 

Vienna very foon. As nothing is fo tirefome 
as the company of one who is continually 

tired of himfelf, I (hould be alarmed at your 
information, were I not abfolutely certain 
that his ftay here will be very {hort,^come 
when he will. 

C-^ called at my lodgings one morning 
the fummer before I had left London. — I 
had remained in town merely becaufe I had 
no particular bufinefs elfewhere ; — but he 
affured me, that the town was a defert ; — 
that it was fhameful to be feen in the 
ftreets j — that all the world was at Bright- 

helmftone. — 
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helmftoBf.^-'^So I allowed him to conduct 
iiie to that placc» where we had remained 
only a few days, when he told me, that none 
of the people he cared for were there ; and 
as 1 had nothing particular to detain me, he 
begged as a favour that 1 would accompany 
him to Tunbridge. — We went accordingly, 
and to my great fatisfadion I there found 
Mr. N— ~'s family. C — remained pretty 
quiet for about four days ;-^ he yawned a 
good deal on the fifth ;— and on the fixth, 
I thought he would have diilocated hii 
jaws. As he perceived I was pleafed with 
the place, and would take none pf his hints 
about leaving it, he at laft pretended that 
he had received a letter which made it ab- 
folutely neceflary for him to fet out for 
London :~and away he went. 

I ftaid three weeks at Tunbridge.-^On my 
return to town, I underftood that C— had 
taken a genteel furnifhed houfe for the fum<- 
mer io Yorkihire» where he bad already 

pafled 
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palled a week, faaviog previoidOiy engaged a 
female friend to go itiong with him. — He 
left word 10 town, that he was not to be 
expeded till the meeting of parliament* 
Though I never imagined that he^ would 
remain quite fo long, yet I was a little far^- 
prtfed to fee him enter my room two days 
after I had received this account. — He told 
me, he was quite dirgufted with his houfe^ 
and more fo with his companion : — and be* 
(ides, he had taken a violent fancy ^o go to 
Paris, which you knowj added he, is the 
mod delightful place in the world, efpecially 
in fummer ; for the company never think 
of rambling about the country like our 
giddy fools in England, but remain toge* 
therin the capital as feafible people ought 
to do. 

He then propofed that we (hould pack 
up a few things,— take ppft,~pafs over,— \ 

and fpend a couple of months at Pari^. 
Finding I did not reHik the propofal; lie 

wrote 
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wrote an apology to the lady in Yorkfliirti 
with an inclofed bank bill, and fet out next 
day by himfelf. J heard no more of him 
fqr fix weeks, but at the end of that time 
happening to be at Bath, I faw ray friend 
C4- enter the pump- room.-^'Egad, faid hc^ 
you were wife to ftay at home :-^Paris is 
become the moft infipid place on earlh:-"-! 
Gould not fupport it above ten days* — But 
having heard a good deal of Holland, I evert 
took a jaunt to Amfterdam, which, betweeri 
friends, I found very little more amufing 
than Paris ; two days after my arrival^ 
finding an Englilh (hip juft ready to fail, I 
thought it would be a pity to let the oppor-* 
tunity flip. So I ordered my trunk aboard- 
^^We had a difagreeable paflage : — ^How- 
ever, I arrived fafe a few days ago at Har- 
wich. After this fketch of poor C — 's turn 
of mind, you fee, I have no reafon to fear 
his remaining long with us, if he fhould 
come. 

foreigners 
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Foreigners aflert that the Englifh have 
more of this reftlefs difpofition than any 
other people in Europe. 

II faut que votre ville de Londres foit un 
trifte fcjour. — I afked the perfon who made 
this remark to me, wherefore he thought fo ? 
— Parceque, anfwered he, tous vos jeunes 
gens que je vois en France s'ennuyent k la 
mort, — But, faid I, there are a great many 
of your countrymen in London. — Affure- 
ment, anfwered he, with polite infolence, 
cela fait une difference. 

Our climate is accufed of producing this 
ennuy. If I rightly remember, I formerly 
hinted fome reafons againft this opinion, 
and of late I begin to fufped that the excef- 
five wealth of certain individuals, and the 
ftate of fociety in our capital, are the fole 
caufcs of our having a greater (hare of that 
malady among us than our neighbours. 
The common people of England know 

Vol. U. Y nothing 
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nothing of it;— neither do the indiiflrioui 
of any rank whether their obje<3: be wealthy 
knowledge, or fame. But in England there 
is a greater number than in any other coun-p- 
try, of yoCmg men, \frho come to the pof- 
feflipn of great fortunes before they have 
Required ^ny fixed and determined tafte, 
which may ferve a« a refource and occupa- 
tion through life. 

When a youth has acquired a habit of ap- 
plication, a third of knowledge, or of fame> 
the moft ample fortune which can fall to 
him afterwards, cannot always deftroy dif- 
pofitions and paffions already formed — Par- 
ticularly if the paffion be ambition, which 
generally gives fuch energy to the mind, and 
occafions fuch continued exertions as fuflS-. 
ciently ward off laffitude and tsedium ; for 
wealth cannot lull, or pleafufe enervate, a 
mind ftrongly infpired by that adive prin- 
ciple. Such therefore are out of the prefent 
queftion. But when a full and uncontrolled 

s ' command 
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command^ of money comes firft, and every 
obje<3: of pleafure is placed within the reach 
of the unambitious, all other purfuits are 
too frequently defpifed ; and every tafte or 
accomplifhment which , could inform or 
ftrengthen the mind, and fill up the tedious 
intervals of life, is neglciSed. 

A young man in this fituation Is prone to 
excefs, he feldom waits the natural returns 

of appetite of any kind ;— his fenfibility is 

■ ■ • ' - * « ... 

blunted by too frequent enjoyment ; — what 
is defired to day, is lothed to-morrow; — 
every thing at a diftance, which bears the 
name of pleafure, is an object of defire ; — 
when prefent, it becomes an object of in- 
difference, if notofdifguft. — The agitations 
of gaming are tried to prevent the horrid 
ftagnation of indolence:. — All amufements 
lofe their relifh, and ferve to increafe the 
.languor they were meant to expel. 



• •' • «j 
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As age advances, caprice, peevifhnefg, 
and tasdium augment ; — The fcene is often 
changed ; but the fame fretful piece is con- 
ftantly aded till the curtain is dropt, or 
is pulled down by the impatient ador him- 
fplf b?forp th? n4tur?il end qf the dram^. 

Does not all this happen in France and 
Qermany ? — Doubtlefs; but not fo often as 
in England, for the reafons already men- 
tioned. In France, a very fmall proportioa 
pf young mpn have the uncontrolled pof-f 
feflion of great fortunes. They have not 
the means of gratifying every defire, and in- 
dulging every caprice. Inftead of fpending 
their time in clubs or taverns with people 
of iheir own age, the greater part of the 
young nobility pafs their evenings with fome 
private family, or in thpfe fpcieties of both 
fexes to which they have the entree. There 
the decorum due to fuch company reftrain? 
gf fourfe the vivacity and wantpnnefs of 

their 



MANNERS IN FRANCE &c. 345 

their behaviour and converfation ; and ad- 
ventures occur which intereft and amufe^ 
without being followed by the naufea, Ian-* 
guor, and remorfe, which often fucceed 
nights fpent at the gaming-table, or the 
licentioufnefs of tavern fuppers« 

Nothing has a better influence on the 
tamper, difpofition, and manners of a young 
perfon, than living much in the company 
of thofe w|iom he refpe(9:s. Exclufive of 
the improvement he may receive from theif 
converfation, he is habituate^ to felf-denial, 
and mud relinquifh many iodulgences 
which lead to indolence and languor^ 

The young French nobility, even al- 
though they ftiould have no great fhare of 
ambition, no love of ftudy, no particular 
turn for any of thofe higher accomplifti- 
ments which enable men to pafs the hours 
of life independent of other amufentents ; 
yet they contrive to keep tadium at a dif- 

y 3 lance 
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tahce by efforts of a different kind, by i 
fpecies of adivity peculiar to themfelves^ j 
they perceive, very early in life, the abfoluter 
rieceflSty of pleafing. This fentiment- per- 
vades their general condudl, and goes a great 
way in the formation of their real charaiSer.. 
They are attentive and obliging to all, and 
particularly endeavour to acquire and retain 
the friendfhip of thofe who can affift theii? 
fortunes ; and they have a relifh fof- life^ 
becaufe it is not always in their powei* to 
anticipate enjoyment, nor can they cloy 
their appetites by fatiety. Even the moft 
dilfipated among them are unacquainted 
with the unbounded freedom of a tavera 
life, where all the freaks of a whimfical 
mind, and a capricious tafte, may be in- 
dulged without hefitation, and which, after 
long indulgence, renders every other kind 
of fociety infupportable. 

With regard to the Germans, thcrcf are 
very few men of great independent fortunes 

among 
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Among them. The little princes, by whont 
the riches of the country are engrofledi 
have, I fufpeft, their own difficulties to get 
through life A?\^ith any tolerable ^gree of 
fatisfadion. As for their younger brothers 
and the middling gentry, they go into the 
army, and are fubjeded to the rigorous and 
tinremitting attentions of military difcipliqe* 
This, of cotifequence, forms a charadcr^ 
in mariy refpeds different from that of the 
Englifh or French gentleman. 

But I have iiot yet mentioned the dr* 
4:umftance, which, of all othfcrs, perhaps 
contributes the moft to render London the 
Jtrifte fejour which foreigners often find it ; 

I mean the eftabliftimetit of clubs, from 
which that pari of the community are ex- 
«etuded who have the greateft power to 
-foothe the cares, and enliven the pleafiires 
t^f iift. 



Y4 
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Vienna. 

WJ E had an invitation lately from Monf. 
^ de Breteuil to dine on the top of 
Mount Calenberg, a very high mountain ia 
the neighbourhood of this city. Common 
coaches or chariots cannot be dragged up ; 
but having driven to the bottom, we found 
chaifes of a particular conftrudion, calcu- 
lated for fuch expeditions. Thefe had been 
ordered by the Ambaflador for the accom- 
modation of the company, and in them we 
were carried to the fummit, where there is 
a convent of Monks, from which two 
landfcapes of vdry oppofite natures appear. 
The one confifts of a fcries of wild moun- 
tains; the other, of the town, fuburbs, 
and environs of Vienna, with the various 

branches 
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branches of the Danube flowing through a 
rich champaign of boundlefs extent. 

The table for dinner was covered in a 
field near the convent, under the ftiade of 
fome trees. — Every delicacy of the feafon 
was ferved up. ■ Madame de Matignon, 
a very beautiful and fprighly lady, daugh- 
ter of M. de Breteuil, did the honours. — 
Some of the fined women of Vienna, her 
companions, were of the company ; and 
the whole entertainment was condu(9;ed 
>*ith equal tafle and gaiety. 

During the deflert, fome of the Fathers 
came and prefented the company with 
bafkets of fruit and fallad from their gar- 
den.-— The AmbaflTador invited them to fit, 
and the ladies pledged them in tokay. 
Monf. de Breteuil had previoufly obtained 
permiffion for the ladies to enter the con- 
vent } which they accordingly did, as 

foox^ 
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fooa as they rofe from table, attended hf 
all the coinpany. 

You will readily believe, that the ap- 
jiearance of fo many handfome womeii 
trould be particularly interefting to a com- 
Oiunity which had never before beheld a 

female within their walls. — This indeed 

«. . * -• 

was fufEciently evident, in fpite of tbS 
gravity anii j?)ortified looks o£ the Fa* 

thers, , •. . 

■ - • 

One lady of a gay difpofltion laid hol^ 

. < 

6f a little fcourge which hung at one of 
the Fathers' belts, and defired he would 
make her a prefent of it, for (he wifhed to 
tife it when fhe returned home, havings as 
flie faid, been a great fmner. The Fa- 
ther, with great gallantry, begged fhe 
would fpare her own fair ftin, affuring her 

» 

that he would give himfelf a hearty flog- 
ging on her account that very evening ;— 
and to prove how much he was in earneft^ 

fell 
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ftW diredly on his kbeie$ t)e%$^ little 
altar» and began to whip his.owa jGhp^lders 
with gre&t earneftncfs^ declaring, that.when 
the ladies (houlxl tttire^he would lay i]C 
with the fame violence on his naked body i 
for he was determined fhe fhould be as 
free from fm as Ihc-w^on the. day of her 
^ifth, . , . ... 

This melted the heart of the lady^r—Shtf 
begged the Father nvight take no oiqire of 
her faults upon his ihonldcfcs.— r-!*-rShe jaow 
aflured him that her flips had been very 
venial, and that fhe was convinced what 
faje had already done would clear her as 
completely as if jhe.ftiould whip himfelf to 
the hotie. 



There is fomething fo ludicrous in all 
this, that you may naturaliy fufpe€t the 
reprefcntatron 1 have give^^ proceeds from 
invemion Father than memory. I aflurc 
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■ ■ 

you, however, ia downright earneft, that 
the fcene paiTed nearly as defcribed ; an4 
to prevent farther xnifchief, I put the 
icourge, which the zealous Father had 
made ufe of, in my pocket. 

On my return to Vienna, I called the 
fame evening at the Countefs Walftein'^^ 
and fooij after the Emperor came there* 
Somebody had already mentioned to him 
the pious gallantry of the Father at the top 
of Mount Calenberg.— He afked for a fight 
of the whip, which he underftood I had 
brought away : — I had it ftill in my pocket, 
and immediately ftiowed it him* He 
laughed very heartily at the warmth of tht 
Father's zeal, which he fuppofed had beea 
augmented by the Ambaffador's tokay. 

You have often heard of the unceremd- 

nious and eafy manner in which this great 

Prince lives with his fubjeds. Report can- 

8 not 
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not exaggerate on this head. The Countefs 
Walftein had no expeftations of his vifiting 
her that evening. -When the fervanc 

named the Emperor before he entered, I 
ftarted up, and was going to retire. — The 
Countefs defired me to remain, for nothing 
was more difagreeable to him than that any 
company (hould be difturbed on his enter- 
ing.— -The ladies kept their feats, fome of 
them knotting all the time he remained. 
The mea continued ftanding while he flood, 
and when he was feated, moft part of them 
fat <Jown alfo. — The Emperor put Count 
Mahoni, the Spanifh ambaffador, in mind 
of his gout, and made him fit while him- 
felf remained (landing. 

This monarch converfes with all the eafe 
^And affability of a private gentleman, and 
gradually feduces others to talk with the 
^me eafe to him. He is furely much hap- 
pier in this noble condefcenfion, and mufl 

acquire 
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acquire a mofe perfeft knowledge of man- 
kind, than if he kept himfelf aldof from 
his fubjefts, 'continually wrapt up in his 

own importance and the Imper ialfur. 
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Vienna. 

rr^HE manners of this court are confider- 
^ ably altered fince Lady Mary Wortley 
Montague was here, particularly fincc the 
acceflion of the prefent Emprefs, whofe un« 
dcrftanding and affability have abridged 
many of the irkfome ceremonials formerly 
itt ufe. Her fon's philofopbical -turn of 
mind) and the amiable and conciliating" 
charaders of her whole family, have no 
doubt tended to put fociety in general upon 
a more eafy and agreeable footing. 

People of different ranks now do bufmefa 
together with eafe, and meet at public 
places without any of thofe ridiculous dif^ 
putes about precedency, of which the in- 
genious Ehglifh lady has given fuch lively 

Sf defcriptioris. 
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dcfcnpuons. — Yet trifling punflilios are not 
{o coaipletely banifbed, as, I imagine, tbc 
Emperor cculd wiih, be bimfclf being the 
Icaft pun(9ilious pcrfon in bis dominions : — 
for there is certainly flill a greater feparation 
than good fenfe would direci, between the 
various claflcs of the fubjedls. — The fenti- 
ments of a people change very gradually, 
and it takes a courfe of years before reafooj 

or even the example of the Sovereign, caa 
overcome old cuftoms and prejudices. 

The higher, or ancient families, keep 

thcmfelves as diftindl from the inferior, or 
newly-created nobility, as thefe do from the 
citizens: So that it is very difficult for the 

iaferior claflfes to be in fociety, or to have 
their families much conneded with thofe of 
the fuperior ranks. And, what is of more 
importance in a political fenfe, there are cer- 
tain places of high truft in the government, 
which cannot be occupied by any but the 

higher order of nobility. 

Would 
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Would you not thiak it difadvantageoua 
for a government to keep a law in force 
which enadls, that the offices in the ftate 
which require the greateft abilities, (hould 
be filled from that clafs of the communitj 
in which there is the leaft chance of finding 
them ? — Perhaps the ufage above mentioned 
is nearly equivalent to fuch a law. As for 
the peaiantSy who are entirely out of the 
queftion, they are, in many parts of the Em^' 
peror's dominions, in a (late of perfe^ 
flavery, and almofl totally dependant on the 
proprietors of the land. 

The ideas relative to drefs feem to have 
entirely ^rhanged lince Lady Mary's time^ 
and if the drefs of the ladies be ftiil as ab- 
furd, it is at lead not fo lingular; for they, 
like the reft of Europe, have now adopted 
theParifian modes. 

The prefent race of Auftrtan ladies cau 

differ in nothing more than they do in looks 

Vol. fl. Z from 
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fcomi their grandmothers, who, if any of 
them were dill alive, may be as beautiful at 
this day as they were when (he Wrote ; for 
time itfelf could hardly improve that ugli- 
nefs, which, according to her, was in full 
bloom fixty years ago. I have not as yet 
enquired what method the parents have dc- 
vifed to remedy this inconvcniency ; but 
nothing is more certain than that it is reme- 
died very efFedually; for at prefent there is 
ilOfcarcity of female beauty at the court of 
Vifenna. 

This being the cafe, it is natural to ima- 
gine that gallantry muft now be more pre- 
valent than when her ladyfhip was here. 
Butexclufive of any real difference, .which 
may have happened in the fentiments of the 
ladies themfelves, they are obliged to obfervc 

^ . ■ 

an uncommon degree of circumfpedion ia 
that particular, as nothing is more heinous 
in the eyes of her Imperial Apoftolic.Ma- 
jefly. She feems to think that the ladiei 

.of 
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of her court, like the wife of Cas^, fliould 
not only be free from guilt, but, what is 
flill more difficult, free from fufpicion; and 
ftrongiy marks by her manner, that fhe is 
but too well informed w.hen any piece of 
fcandal circulates to the prejudice of any of 
them. 

With regard to what Lady Miry call? fub- 
marriages, and of which flie has given fuch 
a curious account, 1 do not imagine they arc 
common at prefent, in all the latitude of her 
defcription. But it is not uncommon for 
married ladies here to avow the greateft de- 
gree of friendftiip and attachment to men 
who are not their hufbands, and to live with 
them in great intimacy, without hurting 
their reputation, or being fufpeded, even 
by their own fexj of having deviated from 
the laws of modefty. 

One evening at the Count Thune's, when 
there was a pretty numerous company, I 

Z 2 obferved 
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ob&rved oiBf€ lady uncommonly ft^i^and tOf^ 
quired 4^ her intimate friend^ who ha^ened 
to be t;hcre 2A[p% iff iike knew the caufe of this 
fadnefs ?— I do, replied (he ; Mr. de — «— , 
whom (he loves very tenderly, ought to have 
been here a ftionth ago; and laft night flie 
received a letter from him, informing lier 
that heeannot be at Vienna for a month to 
come. But pray, faid I, does youf friendV 
bufbaod know of this violent paffioh fhe has 
for Mr. de - — — ? Yes, yes, anf^ere^' fte, 
he knows it, and entert with the moft len- 
der fympathy into her afflidion ; he dae^ 
all that Can be expected from an afFedtibiiate 
hufband to comfort and foothe his wife, 
afluring her that her love will wear away 
with time. But (he always declares that 
ihe has no hopes of this, becaufe (he feels 
it augment every day. — ^Mais, au fond, con- 
tinued the lady, cela lui fait bien de la peine, 
parceque malheureufement il aime fa femme 
i la folic. Et fa femme, qui eft la mcil- 
Icure cr(?ature du monde, plaint infiniment 
3 fon 
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fonpM^rrifTAari; carellea'beaucoup'd'anli* 
U©jCt d'cftime pour lui ; — mais elle nc f^au- 
rpit fc defairc de cette malheureufe paffion 
pour Monf* de > • 

I was not in the lead furprifed chat a' dif- 
appointment of this nature (hould ufftSt i 
woihan a little ; but I own it did aftonifli 
me that fhe ihould appear in public, on 
fiich aa occaiiony in all the ofteotation of 
fori^ow, like a young widow vain of het 
weeds* Here tliis paflion was lamented by' 
lier friends as a misfortune : In England if» 
I rightly remember, fach misfi>itunes. are 
i;enerall7 impmcd to people as cnmes. . 



. t 
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I 

Prefbnrg, 

^TT^HE Vifcount de Laval having pro- 
•*" pofed to me lately to make a fliort 
tour with him into Hungary, I very rea- 
dily confented, and we arrived at this town 
yefterday morning. 

Prefburg, which is the cipital of Lower 

/ • 

Hungary, like .Vienna, has fuburbs more 
magnificent than itfelf^ In this city the 
States of Hungary hold their affemblies, 
and in the cathedral church the Sovereign 
is crowned. 

The prefent Emprefs took refuge here 
when the Eledor of Bavaria was declared 
Emperor at Prague, when fhe was abandoned 
by her allies, and when France had planned 

her 
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her deftru6tion. Her own magnanimity,, 
the generous friendfhip of Great Britain^ 
and the courage of her Hungarian fubjeds, 
at length reftored her fortunes, and fecured 
to her family the fplendid fituation they 
now hold in Europe. 

What politician in 1 741 could have 

thought, that in the courfe of a few years the 

• "_i 

Emprefs would be in ftridt alliance with 
France, and one ef her daughters feated on 
the throne of that kingdom ^ — Should a 
foothfayer of Boftbn prophefy, that Johri 
Hancock, or hisfon, ^viU, feme time hence, 
demand in marriage a daughter of Eogr 
land, — ^^pray, do not lay an uncommon odd3i 
that the thing will not Jbappea^ 

Monf. de Laval and I walked up this 
morning to the caftle, which is a aoble 
Gothic building, of a fquare form, with a 
tower at each corner. The regaliaof Hun- 
gary, confiftingof the crowa ^ad fceptre of 

Z 4 St. 
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St. Stephco, fhe firft kitig, are depdfjfcd 
kere. Tficfc are ca'rcftiHy fccured by fevBH 
locks, the keys df which are kept by the 
^me number of Hungarian nobfeifteik. No 
Prince IS held by the populace as l^liy 
their Sovereign till he be crowned with the 
diadem of King Stephen ; and they ha^^ & 
notion that the fate of their naticm d^peo4s 
on this crown's remaining in their pc^ef* 
fion. It has therefore been always remc^Kcai 
in times of danger to places of the gresiteft^ 
iafety. 






9 m 

The Turksi aware of the influence of fuch 
a prejudice in the minds of the vulgatt have, 
It is faid, made frequent attempts to feize 
this Palladium. — ^The fate of Hungary fecms 
now to be pretty much decided ; fo that ex- 
cluiive of the value they put upon the crowot 
ts a relic of confiderable antiquity, the 
Hungarians need not be felicitous whether 
it remains in this caflle Or in the Imperil 
palace at Vienna. 

. By 
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,By the eooftUutiott €^ Hungary, -the 
crown 19 Aitl hclA to be «le£ti ve. Thie potat 
k 0oi idi%u(ed. AU that is infifled oa k, 
tibtflt tb€ keir fiif the Hottffi of Aufiria ihall be 
AiiQtgA stsokcn as a Tacancy happqns. 



r : 



The caftle of Prefburg ia the ufual refi* 
dence df Prince Albert of Saxony, who 
married one of the Arch-duchefleS) a very 
beautiful and accomplifhed Princefs. Aa 
M. de Liaval and I entered one of the rooms, 
we obferved them it a window. We im- 
mediately ftarted back, and withdrew^ being 
in riding frocks and boots. Monf. de La- 
val tad feen their Highnefles a few days 
before at Schonbrun, and thought they had 
been there ftill. The Princefs fent a polite 
meflage after us by a fervant, who had 
orders to condud us through every apart* 
ment 01 the caftle ; (he herfelf ftept into 
aho^h^r rooin, tliat we might (ee that which 
ihelcft. 

AU 
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All the PrincefTes of the Auilrian family 
aw diftinguifhed by an attentive and obligiog 
poliienefsy which is the more renuirkablet 
as thofe who live much at courts often ac- 
quire a fpecies of politeueis which is .by no 
means obliging. The fplendor and dif- 
tiadions of a court frequently infpire an 
overweening vanity, and have a peculiar 
tendency to (hake the fteadinefs of the fe- 
male underflanding. Court ladies in ge- 
neral, but particularly fuch as fubmit to be 
abjedl fycophants to Queens and Princefles, 
are apt to render themfelves ridiculous by 
the arrogant airs they affume to the reft of 
the world, and while they ufurp the im- 
portance of royalty, fill the breafts of all 
who know them with as much deteftatioQ 
as is confident with contempt. 

The view from this citadel is very extcn- 

five* commanding the vaft and fertile plai;is 
of Hungary. 

Having 
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Having dined at the inn, and regaled 
ourfel ves, at no great expence, with tekay^ 
we went to vifit a villa at the diftancor of 
four miles from Prefburg, belonging to 9, 
Hungarian nobleman. This houfe is de- 
lightfully fituated, — the gardens laid out a 
Jittle too methodically; hut the park, and 
fields around, where lefs art has been ufed, 
difplay a vaft luxuriancy of natural beauties, 
—While wandering over thefe, we entered 

a little wood in a very retired place ; as wc 

*" » ■ ... 

advanced into this, we fawa venerahle look;- 
ing old man with a long beard, who$ 
ftretching out his hand, feemcd to invite 
us to an hermitage which we obferved hard 

The Vifcount,. impatient to cultivate the 
acquaintance of a perfon of fuch an hofpi- 
table appearance, ran before me toward him; 
when he got up to him, he flopped fhort 
as if furprifed, and then, to my utter aftonilh- 
jncnt he raifed his foot with every mack of 

indignation. 
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indigiution, and gavq.)^ poor;<^4i^r^tt 
a violent kick. r • : 

I do not remember that I was emgrmore 

■ ■ - I ■ 

ihbcked in my life ; I was at the ikm^ time 
quite confaanded at ikTi adion fo iitiworthy 
in itfelf, and fo incompatible >vith tftie cha* 
ra£ker of Monf. de Laval. — ^I was foqn re- 

conciled. however, to the treatment the old 

'. . ■ • • '■ 

fdlow had received, when I difcovered that 
this venerable perfonage was not the honeft 
man we took him for, but a downright im* 
potkbTj made of painted wood^ and ^rcScd 
in the robes of a hermit to deceive paflen* 
gers. 



'i. 



Over the door was an infcription from 
Horace—— 

Odi profanum vulgus *. 



On the infide of the door- 



Fata volentes ducunt, nolentes trahunt f • 

♦ I abhor the profane vulgar. 

t Fate leads the willing^ and drags the unwilling. 

And 
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Add y another part/tAt^u th;^ hermit- 
age -'''-' 

Omnes eodem cogimur; omnium 
Vcv&tur uma, ferlus ocius. 
Son cxituraj et nos in sternum 
ExiliiHn impoiitura Cymhas*. 

There Werealfofeveraliafcriptions taiea 
from Cicero, in favour of the fouPs immor- 
ulity,' ^hich I am forry I negledcd to 
tfanfbribe. — ^We returned in the evening to 
thf^^jpikee, and are to fet out to-morrow 
fotr Prince Eftherhafie's. 

* Thus all maft tread the path of fate. 
Thus even (hakes the mortal urn, 
Whofe lot embarks vs, foon or late. 
On Charon*s boat, ah, ne?sr to return ! « 

Francis, 
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LETTER LXXXVIII. 

Vienna, 

HAVING left Prefburg, we travelled 
eight ports acrofs a very fertile country 
to the palace of Eftherhafie, the refidence 
of the Prince of that name. He is the 
firftin rank of the Hungarian nobility^ and 
one of the moft magn-tficent fubjedls in Eu- 
rope. He has body-guards /of his own, all 
genteel-looking men, richly drefled in the 
Hungarian manner. 

The palace is a noble building, lately 
finiftied, and fituated near a fine lake. The 
apartments are equally grand and commo- 
dious : the furniture more fplendid than al- 
moft any thing I have feen in royal palaces. 
In the Prince's own apartment there are 
fome curious mufical clocks, and one in the 

i ihape 
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(hape of a bird, which whiftles a tune every 
hour. 

Juft by the palace, there is a theatre for 
operas, and other dramatic entertainments ; 
and in thfe gardens, a large room with com* 
modious apartments for mafquerades and 

balls^ 

At no great diftance, there is another 
theatre exprefsly built for puppet-fliows. 
This is much larger and more commodious 
than mofk provincial playhoufes, and I am 
bold to aflert, is the mod fplendid that has 
as yet been reared in Europe for that fpecies 
of a£tors. We regretted that we could not 
have the pleafure of feeing them perform ; 
for they have the reputation of being the 
befl comedians in Hungary. 

- We had the curlofity to peep behind the 
curtain^ and faw Kings, Emperors^ Turks, 
and Chriftiansy all ranged very fociably to* 

gether.— 



A. . -i 
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gether. — ^King SolomoD was obfervcd ip a 
corner in a very fufpicious tete-a-tete with 
the Queen of Sheba, 

Amongfl: other curloHties, there is in the 
garden a wooden houfe, built upon wheda. 
It contains a room with a table, cbtirtt '^ 
looking-glafsi chimney, and fire-place. Tbett 
are alfoclofets, with many neceflary accom- 
modations. — The Prince fometimes enter- 
tains twelve people in this vehicle, all of 
whom may eafily fit round the table, and 
the whole company may thus take an air* 
ing together along the walks of the gafdeiif 
and many parts of the park, which are as 
level as a bowling-green. The machine, 
when thu9 loaded, is eaiily drawn by fix 
or eight horfes. 

Prince Eftherhafie having heard of M. de 
LavaKs being in the garden, ient ua aii in* 
vitation to the opera, which was to \?c per- 
formed that evening; but as we had brought 

with 
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^lih lis no drefs proper fbr fuch ail occa- 
fioo, wc Wei*e forced to decline this oblig- 
ing invitatioil.— ^I'he Priiice afterwards fdnt 
a carriage, in which we drove round the 
garden and parks. Thefe are of vaft ex* 
tent, and beautiful beyond defcription ; ar- 
bpurs, fountainSi walks, woods, hills, and 
valley St being thrown together in a charm- 
ing confufion. — If you will look aver 
Ariofto's defcription of the gardens in Al- 
cina^s inchanted ifland, you will have an 
idea of the romantic fields of Eflherhafie, 
which are alfo inhabited by the fame kind 
of animals. 

Tra le purpuree rofc e i bianchi gigli» 
Cha tepid aura frefchi ognora ferba, 
Sicuri fii vedean lepri e conigii : 
E cervi con la frontc alta c fuperba, 
Sehza temer che.^ilcun li uccida o pigli^ 
IPafcono, e ftanfx ruminando Tcrba: 
£ Saltan daini e capri fnelli e deftri, 
Che fono irf copia in quci luoghi campeftri *, 

M. de 

t White 'mulft the rofes red and lilies fair. 
For ever nura'd by kindly zephjrrV care. 

Vol. IL A a The 
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M. de Laval was in raptures mdi th^ 
gardens of Eflherhafie. In the height of 
his admiration^ I afked hinH hpw tl^ey 
flood in his opinion, compiu'ed with thpfe 
of Verfailles ? 



\i 



Aki Parbleu ! Monfieur^ anfwered^ hej 
Verfailles etott faicex(n'€9 pout n'dtre eom-* 
pare 9, rien.— He adbiowledged^hcmever^ 

without difficnltf^ ihatf except' Amnce^-'fiO 
other eountry he had feen was fo. besititif lit 

a« this. ^ • .■.-.•.= ..■r,^yr.> -•• * 



/v 



Having wsmdered here m^y hqurs^ 
returned to the inn, where a fervant wail- 
ed with Prince Eftherhafic's complinaents, 
and a balket containing two i)ottles of 
Tokay^i and the fa^me quantity of. Cham- 
paign 4nd of Old Hock, We lamented very 
fincerely, that we could not have the ho- 

Tk^ nimbh hares, itn wznton mtaxs piajr^d, 
<An4 ftately ftags^with branchiiig aiuk(j|y^l|r|yM 9: 
Without the fear of hoftije hand, they ftood 
To crop, or rnmiiiate their graiQr food. 
The wild goat« frolick; leap the aimV»4m^ 
That in this rnral place in troops appear* 

2 noufr 



'«, »^.' 







koyXt of Waiting od tHts very oagnificddt 
Prince, and tbahkitig nim petfotially for foi 
hiuch pdlitehcfs. 

> ■ • 
A company of Itdlian fingers stnd i€t6r^ 

were then at the inn, and prepatring fdr^he 

bpera; >^ Great pfepajrations were making 

for theKentectaiitme&t of the Emprefs and 

k\l ih^Gsritti who are fotih to mike a vifit 

df kje^gl datyk to Eftherhafici Though 

the Impet'idl family, and many of the nobi«» 

lity, are to lodge ifi the palace, yet every 

corner of this large and cominodious inn is 

already befpoke fot the cocbpany which are 

ihvited upon that occafioti. 

Hungiry is a VCry cheap cotrnt^y, the 
land being infinitely fertile^ and in fome 
places producing the mofl efleemed grape 
in Europe^ it is beautiful with lakes^ 

the witiditTgs of the Danube/ add many 

■j 

flreams which flow into that fine riven In 
the woods of Hmigafy are bred a race of 

A a 2 horfes. 
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horfcs, the mofl; aftive, hardy, and . fpirit- 
ed, for their (ize, in the world. Thefe 
have been found very ufeful in vrar, and 
the huflfars, or light dragoons of the Auf- 
trian army, are mounted on them. 

The men in Hungary arc remarkably 
handfome, and well- fliaped. Their appear- 
ance is improved by their drefs, which you 
li^now is peculiari and very becoming. 

. Lady M. W* Montague aflerts, that the 
Hungarian women are far more beautiful 
than the Auftrian. For . my part, I think 
of women, as M. de Laval does of Ver- 
jfailles ; — that they are not to be compared 
with any thing, — not even with one an- 
other. And therefore, without prefuming 
to take" a ^mparative view of their beauty, 
it may be remarked in general, that where 
the men are handfome and well-made, it 
is natural to fuppofe, that the women will 
poflfefs the fame advantages ; for parents 

generally 
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generally beftow as much attention to the 
making of their daughters as of their 

fons. In confirmation of which do(3:rine, 

"... . . • ■ « 

I can affqre you, that I have feen as hand- 
fome women, as men, in Hungary, and 
one of the prettieft women, in my opinion, 
at prefent at the Court of Vienna, is a 
Hungarian, 

None of the Emprefs's fubjeds are taxed 
fo gently, or enjoy fo many privileges as 
the Hungarians. This is partly owing to 
the grateful remembrance Ihe has of their 
loyalty and attachment in the days of her 
diftrefs. But although this fentiment were 
not fo ftrong in her bread as it really is, 
there are political reafons for continuing to 

them the fame exemptions and privileges ; 
for nothing can be more dangerous than dif- 
obliging the inhabitants of a frontier coun- 
try, which borders on an inveterate enemy. 
— Nor could any thing pleafe the Turks 
more, than to find the hearts of the Hun- 

A a 3 garians 
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p^arians aljeoated from the houfe of Auf- 
tri^ 

I found this country, and the ^mpany 
of M. de Laval, fo very agreeable, that \ 
^hoUld have been h^ppy to hav(s extended 
cur e|:cur(jon fs^rtber ; but he 18 obligQ} tQ 
fet out foon for Ch^mberry to pay hh duty 
to the Comte d^Artois, who |t expeded 
there to wait on his future fpoufir, the 
Piinceis of Savoy.. We therefore fetinlie^ 

by the direA road firom £&erhaile f9 

j ' . ■ ■ . . i. , • .•....•<>•■' 

Vienna, 



■tt 
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» Vicooa;, 

00 the fate of poor — — is finally dcpd- 
^^ edf and he now finds^ that to be ruined 

. ■ * * 

is n€t;:a matter of fo much indifference as 
lie once imagined. I neither fee the pof- 
fifaility of his extricating himfelf from his 
prefent difficulties) nor in what manner he 
will be able to fupport them. Accuftomed 
to every luxuriant indulgence, how can 
he bear the inconveniencies of poverty ?— 
Diffipated and inattentive from his child- 
hood, how can he make any exertion for 
himfelf ?-Hi8 good- humour, genteel figure^ 
and pliant difpofition, made him well re- 
ceived by all. — ^While he formed no ex-^ 
pedations from their friendfhip, his com-* 
pany feemed particularly acceptable to fome 
who ar? at prefent in power ; Whether it 

A ^ 4 will 
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will •be equally fo now, when hehas ho* 
thing elfe to depend on, is to be triedi 
And I really think it as well for him 
that it be tried now, as five or fix yews 
hence. 



This calamity has been long forefeen.-^ 
There feemed to be almoft a neceffity that 
it fliould happen fooner or later ; fbt he 
had neither caution, plan, nor object in his 
gaming, — He continued it from liabit 
alone^ Of all mankind, he was the leaft 
covetous of cxcefflve wealth s and exclufive 
of gaming, he always lived within his in- 
come, not from a defire of faving money, 
but merely becaufe he had no tafte for great 
expence.— Hqw often have we fecn him 

lofe immcnfe fums to thofe who could never 
have paiti the half, had he happened td 
win It ; and to fome of whom he had 
lent the money which enabled them to 
i^ake agatnft him ? 

There 
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There are many carekfs young men of 
great fortuneSf who game in the fame 
fiyle, and from no other motives than 
thofe of our unhappy friend. — Wha€ is 
the confcquence ? — The money circulates 
for a while among them, but remains 
finally with perfons of a very diflFcrcnt 
charader. — I fliall not fuppofe that any of 
the very fortunate gamefters we have heed 
acquainted with, have ufed thofe means 
to correA fortune which are generally 
reckoned fraudulent. I am iully per« 
fuaded». they are feldomer praftifed in the 
clubs in London, than in any other gam^ 
ing focieties in the world, — Let all flight 
of hand, and every fpecies of downright 
fliarpingi be put out of the queftion i but 
ftill we may fuppofe, that among a great 
number of carelei« inattentive people of 
fortune, a few wary, cool and fhrewd 
men arp mingled, who know how tp con- 
ceal real caution and defign under app2^ 
fcnt inattention and gaiety of manner;— 
1 who 
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who have a perfed command o£ thtrn* 
fclres, piifh their luck when fortune fxtrHeii 
^nd refrain when fhe changes her. difpofi* 
tion; — who have calculated the chatloes, 
find underftand every game where judg- 
inent is required. 

If there are fuch men, i3 not the pro- 
bability of winning infinitely in. their fa- 
vour ? — Does it not amount to almod as 
great a certaintyt aa if they had adually 
loaded the dice or packed the cards ?-^I 
know you live in the ha^it of intimacy 
with fome who anfwer to the above de- 
fcription j and I have heard you fay, that 
however fortunate they may have been, 
you were fully convinced that nothing 
Qin be fairer th^n their manner of playing. 
I accufe them of taking no other advantages 
than thofe above mentioned } but I appeal 
to your own ea?perience, — pray recoiled, — 
and I am greatly miftaken, if you wi^l not 
fipd, th^t by far the greater part of thofe 

whQ 
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vgho have made fortunes by pUf , and 
have kept them when rnade^ are men of 
c}ooU catttiouSt ibrew4f and'felfiOi cha- 
ra^era. 



If any of thcfe very fortunate people 
vretc brought to a trial, and examined by 
what me^ns they had accumulated fuch 
fuma» while fo many others bad entirely 
Joft, or greatly impaired their fortunes (if 
the "mytd efprit bp allowed to imply that 
arffb} fvperiority which belongs to their 
charaders)^ they might anfwer in the 
words of the wife of Concini Martrchal 
4*Ancre, when flie was afked what cTiarm 
^xe had made ufe of to fafcinate the mind 
pf the Queen? — De Pafcendant, ftie re^ 
plied, qii'un efprit fuperieur a toujours fur 
des efprits foibles.— Certainly there can 

be np greater weaknefs^ than for a man of 

Independent fortune to game in fuch a 
inanp^r as to rifk lofiog it, for the chance 

of 
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of doubling or tripling his income : be- 

r 

caufe the additional happinefs arifing from 
any fuppofable addition of wealthy cau 
never be within a thoufand degrees fo great, 
as the mifery which would be the confe- 
quence of jbis being ilripped of his original 
fortune^ 



■ > 



This confideration aloite^ one would 
imagint) might be fufficient to deter any 
reafo&able man from a conduQ: fo weak 
and aMurd : yet there are other confidera* 
tions wht(^ give much additional weight to 
th6 argument ; — the difmal efFedls Which 
the continued practice of gaming has fome^ 
times been obferved to produce in the dif* 
pofition of the mind> and the mod effen- 
tial parts of the charader, deftroying every 
idea of ceconomy, engroffing the whole 
time, uigidermining the beft principles, per* 
verting the qualities of the heart, render- 
ing men callous to the ruin of acquaint-* 

ancesj 
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ance8> and partakers, with a favage in- 
fenfibillty, in the fpoih of their unwary 
friends. 

The peculiar^ Jnftances with which you 
and I are acquainted, where the long-con- 
tinued habit of deep play has had no fuch 
eflfeiSs, are proofs of the rooted honour and 
iategrity of certain indi^idaals^ and may 
ferve as exceptions to a general rule, but 
cannot be urged as arguments again ft the 
ufual tendency of gaming. If men of for- 
tune and charader adopted the practice of 
giuning upon any principle of reafoning, 
there: might be a greater probability^ of 
their being reafoned out of it : but mod of 
them begin to game, not with any view or 
fixed plan of increafing their wealth, but 
merely as a fafhionable amufement, or per- 
haps by way of fliowing the liberality 
of their fpirit, and their contempt for 
money. 

I would 
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I wduld notl)«*Very pcJ6tiv€, i^iA XomH 
of them have not mift&kea for adh^^tatknilr 
that furprife which is expre^ed ^il^ii^ihi]f 
perfon has loft an imtnenie futtii And ^his 
miftake may haTe gWen thtai k& ^pug* 
nance- to the idea of becoming ihcdj^jeds ttf 

admiration in the fame Way. Afterwards 
endeavouring to Mrin back what ^ley had 
fo idly loft, the habit has groWh by de- 
grees, and at length has b^coime their fole 
refource fromi the wearinefs whicfe thofe 
born to great fortunes, afid who have noi 
early in life acquit ed fonie faculty of amu^^ 
Sihg themfelves, ate more pfotfe to fell in- 
to than others- Mcii born to no fuch ex- 
pcdations, whatever their natural difpofi-* 
tions may be, are continually toufcd fronnt 
indoleitce by Evocations which admit of 
iio delay. The purfuit of that independ-^ 
encc, for which almoft every human Bd- 
Ibm fighs, and wh6fc value is nnknowtif 
only to thofe who have always poffifflcd it# 

it 
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ia thought a aeceflkry* and is often founds 
aa agreeable emploTtnc nt to the generality 
of mankind. Tbisi with Ihe other dutiei 
of life^ is fuffioient ta engrofs their time 
and tbottghtSf 9xiA guard them fion tbi 
pahu and ptnalfpts of idienefi. 

As the piirfuit of wealth is fuperfluoua 
in men of rank and fortune^ fo it wouI4 bf 
unbecoming their iituation. Being de-» 

k 
4 * 

prived of this^- which is fo great an obje^ 
and refource to the reft of mankind) they 
ftand in more need of fomething to fupply 

its place* I know of nothing which can 
fo completely, and with fo much propriety^ 
have this eflFe(Sb, as a tafte for letters ^ad 
love of fcience. I. therefore think thcfe 
are more effentiaHy neceffaf y to the happi^ 
nefs of people of high rank and great for- 
tune, than to thofe in confined circum^ 
ftances. 

If independence be defired wJfh uftiver- 
fal itrdour by mankind, the road of fcience^ 

i$ 
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U neither the mofi74:ertai]ii.4ior the iborteft 

way^ to^' attain it. Btit thp£& who arr ai^ 

ready in pofle£5ion of dbis^^ have infinite 

need of the other to teach'tbem to enjoy 

theirrindependence with dignity and fatif^ 

fadlbhy and to piHivent'the gifts of fortune 

froto'^icoming fourCes of inifery iiifiead of 

tappinefs. If they areambitiouBvthtf'cul- 

tivation of letterSj^by adorning their mtndst 

I 

and enlarging theif faculties^ ^\1^ facilitate 

their plans, iand reifder Chem fiaore ft-for 

the high fitualions to %hich ti*y .^j^r^. 

If they are devoid of ambition, th^thave 
ftill more occafion fSr fome of the pttt-fiiits 

of fcience, as refoiirces againft the languor 

of retired or inactive life. — Quod fi non hie 

...» 

tantus friiSus'oftenderetur, et fi ex his ftudiis 
deleflatio fola peteretur ; tamen, ut opinor, 
hanc anlmi remiflionem, humaniilimani dc 
liberaliffimam judicaretis. 

This love of letters confidered merely as 
an amufement) and to fill up a^greeably 

the 
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the vk:*nt hour^ of life^ I believe to be 
tnore efTentklly hc^Skrj to mcQ of great 
fbetutie thad to thofb who have none ;-*to 
^nen whhoiit ambitiooi than to thofe who 
are animated bj that a^ive pailion } and to 
(he gi^njprality of EngUfiimen more than to 
the tiatil^es of either Germany or France.-^ 
The Germans I'equire very little variety. 

They can bear the languid uniformity of 
life alv^ays with patience, and often with 
fatisfadion. They difplay an equanimity 

imder difguft that is quite aftonKhing.*^- 
The French, though not fo celebrated for 
patience, are of all malikind the lead liable 
to defpondence^ Publie affairs, fo apt to 
difturb the repofe of many worfhipfgl cU 
tizens of London^ never give a Frenchman 
uneafinefs^ If the afms of France are fuc^ 
eefsful, he rejoices with all his heart } — if 
they are unfortunate^ he laughs at the com- 
manders with all his foul. If his miftrefd 
is kindi he celebrates her goodnefs, and com- 
V6t. IK B b mends 
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meads her tafte^Tr^if fhe iapru^UrI:t(^4@n 
her folly ia the arms- of anQth^r^i) .. 



2 4 






No ' people ever were fo fond of amufi;- 
menti* and fo eafily amufed. Ic ieems td 
be the chief objcd of their lives, and thejr 
cotttrrve to draw it from a thou(aad f6urce9i 
in -which no other people ever thtnight! tt 
could be founds I do not know wbqre.^I 
met with the following lines ; they are na*- 
tural and eafy, and feem exprefliye of the 
condud and fentiments of the whole Eraach 
nation. f ,. , 



'■"'I; 



M*amufer n'importe comment. 
Fait toute ma philofophie. 
' je crois nc pcrdre aucun moment! 
Hars le moment ou je m'ennuie ; 
Et je ticns ma tache finie. 
Pourvu qu'ainfi tout doucement ; 
Je me defafle de la vie. 



Our countrymen who have applied to 
letters, have profecuted every branch' of 

feiencc* 
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fcience as iucctft^fully as arty of th^ir fteigh-i 
hours. But- thofe '^o^ them who ftudy 
mere amufement, independent of literature 
of any kind, certainly have not- been fo 
happy irt their refearches as the French. 
Many things which entettain* the latter, 
feem frivolous and infipid to the former. 
The Englifh view objeds through a darker 
mediunt. "Lefs touched than theit neigh- 
boufs with the gaieties, they ate more^af* 
fedcd by the vexations of life, under which 
they afe tdo feady to defpond. They feel 
their fpirits flag with the repetition --df 
fcenes which at firft were thought agree- 
able. This ftagriation of animal fpirits, 
from whatever caufe it ariles,, beconies it- 
felf a caufe of defperate refolutions,'^and 
debafing habits. v 

A man of fortune, therefore, who caa 
acquire fuch a relilh for fcience, as will 
make him rank its purfuits among his 
amyfements, has thereby made ^n acquifi- 

B b 2 tion 
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tion of tnoce importance to his happineff f, 
than if lie had acquired another eftate equal 
in value to ^his ^(k 1 am, almoil con** 
vinced, that a> taue of this kind is the only 
thing whichi can render a man of fortune 
(efpecially if his fortune be very large) to- 
i^HiA^ independent and eafy through life. 
Whicfifeever of the roads of fcience he 
loves to follow, his curiofitywill conti- 
nually be kept awake. An inexhaufiible va« 
riety of interefting objeds will open <o his. 
¥ieW)-~his mind will be repleniihed with 
ideias,— and even when the purfuits of am* 
bitioQ become mfipid, he will\ilill have aa^^ 
tidote^t againft tsedium, and (other thiags^ 
being fuppofed equal) the heft chance qf 
paSihg agreeably through }ife> that the un^ 
tieitat'nty of human events allows to mai| 









«■ 



»:•. . ■. ^ 



n ■ ■■■ : 


r; •■■* 


1 ^ -, . 


Vicliinu 




• ■••■■a-V 



T N yoiar laft^ you Xhpw fuch a. SilGiQlfi 
'*" for anecdorci and fecm fo defiroue laf 
my infiftiDg on manners and charaiflerst 
that I fear yo« will not ^ .pleafed with my 
laft Jong q)i(lle upon a fubjedt entirely 

> 

remote from wl\at you liemand. But you 
mufl remember^ that you were wainc^ 
from thebeginning of this correfpond^nj^^ 
that, I .would retain the privilpge of di^ 
greffing as often a$ I j^eafed) aiid tbat my 
letters flioul^ frecjueutly treat of what I 
thoughti as well as what I iaw. Qaweyer^ 
this fliall confift entirely of fights* 

The firft I fhall mention was exhibited 
ioou after our arrival at Vienna. This was 

B b 3 the 
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the feaft of St- Stephen, at v^hich the Em-r 
peror dined in public with the knights. 

Hq was aj the, . head jof. the t^ble ; hi? 
brother and brother-in-law next him, and 
t^e other knights fat according to feniority. 

The. Arch-ducheffes* with fome of the 
princijj^al ladies of the court, were at a 
baJcony within the hall to fee t^is cere- 
mony. — The Emperor and all the knights 
were drefled in the robes of the order. 
The Hijngarian guards, with their fabre? 

drawn, furrounded the table. 

The honour of ferving the Emperor at 
this folemnity belongs entirely to the Hun- 
gariaijs. When he called for , drink, a 
Hungarian nobleman poured a little of the 

wine fh to a cup and tafted it ; he after* 
wards filled another, which he prefented 

with one knee touching the ground. The 

...» 

Emperor often fmiled upon this nobleman 
as he w^ent thropgh the cercmohy, and 

feemed 
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feemed.ito ipdkatc, by the whole of hia 
behaviauri that he confidered fuch fubmif- 
five headings of one man to another, as 
greatly mifplaced, and that he fufFered this 
mummery merely in compliance witti an- 
cient cuftom, 

■ 

There was* great crowding to fee this 
feaft, and it was not without difficulty 
I got admiflion ; though, after all, there 
was nothing to be feen but fome well- 
drened men, who ate an ej^ceeding good 
dinner with tolerable appetite, 

Since '^the feaft of St. Stephen, we have 
been wi:tiie{res to the annual .ceremony in 

oommembration of the defeat of the Turk- 
ilh army, and jhis raifing the fiege of Vi- 
efina by John Sobiefki king of Poland. 
The Imperial family, and the principal no- 
bility of both fexes, walked in folemn pro^ 
ceifion, and heard mafs at the church of 
§t. Stephen on this occafion, In the 

B b /j. middle 
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jpiddle of the ftre^t, leading froqji ||h^ 
palace to the phurch, a platform wjii^ 
faife^/ upon which the company, whq- 
formed the proceflion, walked.^ — TJba, 
ftreets were lined with the Itpperial guanilf 
^^qd the windows ^nd tops of the hoofc^ 
were crowded with fpcdators.-^The Puka 
of Hamilton and I found a very good fitu- 
atlon at a window with the Vcnetiam am*!- 
taflador, ^ /^ ■ ^ -^^ ^ 

This ceremony would have hfi^?4fdl 
fatiguing for the Emprefs f:r-§h§ ttorM'> 
jfbre did not attend:— The Emperor, \lm 
Atch'-dukes and Ducheffes, with »11 the. 
nobifity, did, A prodieioqs train of. biv 
(hopsipriefts, arid monks followed j an^: 
a iiurherous band of ipuf|c playecj aa tbejf 
W6nt along. 



. .. •-* 



As this is a day of rejoicing, the richeft ^ 

aftd gayeft drefles are thoiight the mpfte>f.,. 

'. '/' J. '■-' ■ 

prefliTe of ihe piovis gratimde bccQiuipg 
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fiich an occafion. The ladies difplayed 
their devotion in the mod brilliant manner* 
Their minijs, howe'ver, were not fo much 
es&hed by heavenly contemplations, as to 
Wl*^ove taking notice of their earthly ac-«- 
qnaintknces at the windows, whom they 
regaled witK fmiles and nods as they walked 
along. 

Next day the Imperial family dineS in 
piidlic, and many people went to fee them. 
I was not of the number, though nobody^ 
can more finccrely wifli them the enjoy«» 
ment of all the comforts of life^ I knovr 
not on what principle the Royal Family in . 
France, and other countries in Europe,^ 
have adopted the cuftons^ of eating in ppb- 

1 

life. They cannot imagine, that the iee- 
ing them chew and fwallow their victuals 
can create a vaft deal of admiration in the 
beholders. It would certainly be tfiken 
for granted, that they could perform thefe 
oeceflary fttn^ion?, although a cloud of 

witncfles 
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^vitneffee were not admitted tOjCpr^firpi ^h^ 
fact. If thefe exhibitions are defigped % 
the entertainment of the fubjeiSejifft thou* 
land could be thought of niore ^mufing 
to them ; for however interefting tl^e i^t 
qf an ador at a feaft inay be, that of a 
^(ftator is furely one of the molfc infipid 
that can be imagined. 



But the fame evening there was a* gramd 
n^aiquerade at SchonbruQ, which was mace 
generally amufing* — ^Q]]v thoufand tickxts- 
yrere diftributed oa this occafianu-w-iHAj 
Ifljrge party of, dragpons- vvdrc i phced 

along the road from Viennai' to keep- the 
coaches in a regular line, and to prevent 
confufion. .-The principal rooma.of this 
magnificent palace were thrown open for 
tbe reception of the company. In three 
large halls on the ground-floor, tables 
were covered with a cold collation of all. 
kinds of fowls, ham, and confedtions, with 

pine-apples and every fort of fruit. Thefe, 
I with 



MATffNERS IN FRANCE, &c. 379 

i^*kt/^ Old 'Hock, Champagne, and other 

khids of wine, were ferved with readinefs 

and profufion to all who afked for them* 
■ •■ 

At the end of the large dining-room| 

there was a raifed feat for the Emprefs, 
2(nd fome ladiei^ who attended her. Here 
a grand Ballet was danced by the Archr 
duke, the Arch-ducheffes, the Princefs of 
Modensi, and fome of the chief nobi- 
lity* to the number of twenty-four. The 
dancers, l)pth male and female, were 
drefled in white (ilk, flounced with pink- 
coloured ribbands, and enriched with a vail 
profufion of diamonds, 

This.ballpt was performed three times 
at proper intervals. Thofe who had feen 
it oqce,. paffed into the gallery, and other 
apartments, giving way to a new fet of 
fpeftators. In the garden, on a rifing 
ground, pppofite to the palace windows, a 
temporary fabric was ereded in the form 

of 
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of a large aod magnificent tenip}^. ThU 
was iHuminated by ^n jincredible Dumbet 
of lamps, and gave tbe^^appearance of a 
very extraordinary piece cf archkedui^e, 
which continued ilami»g through the 
whole night, and had a very fine* eflFeQ; 
viewed, from VienGa, and other placer al a 
greater diftaricc. 



V, > 



The Emperor mixed with the com- 
pany without ceremony or diftinflioou uk« 
ing no part himfelf but as a fpedator. 

■ , - - 

He was converfmg in the middle of the 
halU in the mod fan^ar manner, wj^tlt 
an Englifii gentleman, without obferving, 
that , the third ballet was goin^ .^ be 
danced, ^lien, the mafter of the ceremo- 

'4 

nies whifpered Kim in the ear.-~The Em- 
peror, feizing the Engliftiman by the aroH 
faid, Allons, Monfieur, on nous chaffe-r 
il faut fe retifer j and immediately walkfi^ 
into another room, to give place to others 

who had not yet feen the dance. 

This 



MAN4^ERS IN FRAJTCE, &c. 381 

This vSfy fplendid entertainment was 
given to the Arch-dabe, and the Princefa 
•f Modenia, whole ufual refideace is at 
Milan. ^-^Tbe EmprcCsy thus furrounded by 
kAr offspnng^i appeared cheerful and hap* 
py.T-She feemcd to enjoy the vivacity, and 
fympkthize with the gaiety, of the com* 
pany. — She is greatly beloved by her own 
children, and by her fubje^ts in general^ 
whom (he alfo cbnfiders as her children in at 
greater degree than is ufutel: for fovereigns* 



^ J 



It is an error to imagine, that great de- 
Votion hais a tendency' to 'four the temper: 
Though it rtiu ft be acknowledged, that it 
has not always the 'power of fweetening 
the very atiflerfe trunks on w hich it is fome-* 
tfmes grafted j but in a charader naturally 
benevolent, every good difpofition will be 
ftrebgthened and animated by real piety» 
Of this I have feen a thoufand in(lances». 
and I believe her Imperial Majeily affords 
one. 
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Viennsk. 



^nr^HE Emperor is of a middle fize, ^ell 
•*■ made, and of a fair complexion. He 
has a confiderable refemblance to his filler^ 
the Queen of France, which, in my opinion^ 
is faying a great deal in favour of his 
looks. — Till I faw fomething of his ufual 
behaviour, I did not think it poflible for a 
perfon, in fuch an elevated fituation, to put 
every body with whom he converfed upon 
fo eafy a footing. 

His manner, as I have often mentioned, 
is affabk, obliging, and perfeftly free from 
the referved and lofty deportment alTumed 
by fome on account of high birth. Whom- 
ever has the honour to be in company with 
him, fo far from being checked by fueh 

defpicable 
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defpicable pride, has need to be on Ins 
guard) not to adopt fuch a degree of fami- 
iiarity as, whatever the condefcenfion of 
the one might permit, would be highly im- 
proper in the other to ufe* 

He h regular in his way of life, mt^ 
derate in his pleafures, fteady in his plans, 
and diligent in bufinefs. He is fond dE 
his afmy, and inclines that the foldiers 
ftiould have every comfort and necefiary 
confident with their fituation. He is cer- 
tainly an CEconomift, and lavifhes very 
little money on ufelefs pomp, miftrefles, or 
favourites ; and it is, I fuppofe, on no bet- 
ter foundation than this, that his enemies 
accufe him of avarice. 

I cannot help regarding oeconomy as 
one df the moft ufeful qualities in a Prince, 
Liberality, even when pufhed to an im- 
prtidedt len^hi may, in a private perfon, 
proceed froma kind of greatnefs of mind, 

becauH 
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becaufe his fortune is in fcvery fchft his 
own, and he can injure nobody* botrMm^ 
fdf by lavifhing it away —He knows that 
•vrhen it is gone, nobody will reimburft 
him for his extravagance. — He feems 
therefore to have taken the refolution to 
ibbmit to the inconveniency of future po- 
verty, rather than renounce the prefent 
fiappinefs of aSing with a magni&ceiit li- 
t)erality, and befioWing on others more 

than he can afford. 

■ ■ -'t 

This is not the cafe with a Prince^— 
What he fquanders is not his own, but 
the public money.-— He knows that his 
pomp and fplendour will be kgpt up^ and 
that his fubjeds, not he, are to feel the 
inconveniencies of his prodigality. When 
I hear, therefore, that a King has given 
great fums of money to any particular per- 
fon ; from the fums given, the perfon Who 
receives it, the motive for the gift, and 
other circumftances, I can judge ^hctller 

9 it 
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it is ^«(U^or ill diffo&i. ofi but in either 
!Qa^, it.^ai»iot be cajl^d geaerofity* 

Tbe virtue of geperoOty confiil^ ia i 
man's „ depriving himfelf of fomething fpr 
.the fake of anothqf.. There can be no ge- 
nerofity i|j^ giving to. John what Jaaxs 
inuft replace;;, the next moment. Wh^t is 
called generofity in Kings, very pftei^ coji- 
fifls in .beftowing that money on the icHe 
part of their fubjeds v^hich they have 
fqueezed from the indiiftriousi I have 
heard a parcel of fiddlers and opera dancers 
.praife a. Prince for his noble and generous 
behaviour to them, vvhile men near his 
perfon, of ufeful talentsand teal ^orthfV^ere 
diftreffed for bread. — The Emperor cer- 
tainly has none of that kind of generofity* 

His ufual drefs (the only one indeed in 
which I ever faw him, except at the feaft 
of the Knights of St. Stephen) is a plain 
uniform of white faced with red. — When 

Vol. II. C c he 
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he goes to Laxenb^g, SdidnbcQO', and 
other places near Vienna, he geheraUjr 
drives two horfes in an open chaife, with 
a fervant behind, and no other attendant 
of any kind.^ — He very feldorh allows tlie 
guard to turn out as he pafles through the 
gate. — Nobody ever had a ftronger difpo- 
fition to judicious inquiry. — He is fond of 
converfing with ingenious people. — ^When 
he hears of any perfon, of whatever rank 

or country, being diftinguifhed for any 
particular talent, he is eager to converfe 
with him, and turns the converfation to 
the fiibje£t on which that perfon is thought 
to excel, drawing from hin^ all the ufeful 
information he can.. Of all the means of 
knowledge, this is perhaps the moft power- 
. ful, and the moft proper that can be ufed, 
by one whofe more neceflary occupations 
do not leave him much time for ftudy. 

He feems to be of opinion, that the 
vanity and ignorance of many Princes 

are 
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are frequently owing to the forms in 
which they are intrenched, and to their 
being deprived of the advantages which 
the reft of mankind enjoy from a free 
icomparifon and exchange of fentiment. 
He is convinced, that unlefs a King can 
contrive to live in fome focieties on a foot- 
ing of equality, and can weigh his own 
merit, without throwing his guards and 
pomp into the fcale, it will be difficult 
for him to know either the world or him- 
felf. 

One evening at the Countefs Walftein^s, 
the converfation leading that way, the Em- 
peror enumerated fome remarkable and lu- 
dicrous inftances of the inconveniencies of 
etiquette, which had occurred at a certain 
court. One perfon prefent hinted at the 
efFe£lual means his Majefty had ufed to 
banifh every inconveniency of that kind 
from the Court of Vienna, To which he 

C c 2 replied, 
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replied, It would be hard indeed^ if* be* 
caufe I have the ill-fortune to be an Em- 
peror, I fhould be deprived of the pleafures 
of focial life, which are fo much to my 
tafte^ AH the grimace and parade to 
which people in my fituation are accuftom- 
cd from their cradle, have not made me 
fo vain, as to imagine that I am in any 

eflcntial quality fuperior to other men ; and 
if I had any tendency to fuch an opinion, 
the fureft way to get rid of it, is the me- 
thod I take, of mixing in fociety, where I 
have daily occafions of finding myfelf in- 
ferior in talents to thofe I meet with. Con- 
fcious of this, it would afford me no\ en- 
joyment to affume airs of a fuperiority 
which I feel does not exift. I endeavour 
therefore to pleafe, and to be pleafed ; and 
as much as the inconveniency of my fitua- 
tion will permit, to enjoy the bleflings of 
fociety like other men, convinced that the 
man who is fecluded from thofe, and 

raifes 
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rabfesihimfelf above friendfliip, is alforaifed 
above ha ppinefs, and deprived of the means 
of acquiring knowledge. 

This kind of language is not uncom- 
mon with poor philofophers ; but I ima- 
gine it is rarely held by Princes, and the 
inferences to be drawn from it more rarely 
put ia.pradice. 

A few days after this, there was an ex- 
hibition of fire- works on the Prater. This 
is a large park, planted wnth wood, and 
furrounded by the Danube, over which 
there is a wooden bridge. No carriages 
being allowed to pafs, the company leave 
their coaches at one end, and walk. There 
is a narrow path railed off on one fide 
of the bridge. Many people very inju- 
dicioufly took this path, to which there is 
an leafy entrance at one end, but the exit 
is difficult at the other ; for only one per- 

C c 3 fon 
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fon can go out at a time. The path there* 
fore was very foon choaked up ; the utH* 
fortunate paflengers crept on at a fnail'^ 
pace, and in the moft ftraltened and 
difagreeable manner imaginable; Whilft 
thofe who had kept the wide path in the 
middle of the bridge, like the fortunate and 
wealthy in their journey through lifej 
moved along at their eafe, totally regard* 
lefs of the wretched circumftances of their 
fellow-paffengers. 



Some few of the prifoners in the nar-f 
row paflage who were of a fmall fize, 
and uncommon addrefs, crawled under 



the rail, and got into the broad walk 

in the middle ; but all who were tall, 
and of a larger make, were obliged to 
remain and fubmit to their fate. An En- 
gliftiman, who had been at the Goun- 
tefs Walftein's when the Emperor cx- 
preffed hiinfelf as above mentioned, was 

of 
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of thp laft clafs. The Emperor, as he 
puffed,, feeing that thofe of a faiall fize 
extricated themfelves, while the Enjglifli- 
ng^an remqjned fi^ed ia a very awkward 
lituation, called out, Ah, Monfieur ! Te 
vous ais bien annonce combien il eft in- 
commode d'etre trpp grand. — A prefent 
vous devez etre . bien de mon avis ; — • 
Mais comme je ne puis rien faire pour 
vou$ foulager, je vous recommeqde a Saint 
George. 

There are people, who having he^rd 
of the Emperor's uncommon affability, 
arj^ of his tofal contempt of pomp and 
parade, of which the bulk of mankind 
^fjC .fo._much enamoured, have aflerted, 
that tbp whole is affedation. But if 
the \yhole tenor of any perfon's words 
and actions is to be confidered as affec- 
tation, I do not know by what means we 
arc to get at the bottom of his real 
. - C c 4 charaden 
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cluurader. Tct, people - wHo ^bhdv^Ma 
Tiolent t^fte for any particiilii: thin^ 
are extremely ready to believe, ihat thofc 
who have pot the fame tafie are af- 

• • • ." 

I do not remember that I ever told 
you, that our friend R ■■, who loves 
his |)Ottle above all things and who, 
I believe, efteems you above all men, 
let me into a part of your charadicr 
of which I never had the fmalleft fuf- 
picion. 



One day after dinner, when a couple 
of bottles had awakened his friendfliip, 
and laid open his heart, he took it in- 
to his head to enumerate your good 
qualities, and concluded the lifl, by 
faying, that you were no milk-fop.— I 
know what that expreffion imports in the 

mouth of R . I therefore dared, 

and 



Jl <i iimwiii IJpillii wi ■l.iMi I |i .jmp<iMiBfc#ifc^4da^*< 
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^nd faid, I had ieldom feen you driok 
^boye three glaffes at a time in my lifc.-p- 
Nor I, faid h6 ; but take my word for it$ 
he is too honefl: a fellow not to love 
good wine^ and I am certain his fobriety 
^s all afFe£tation. 



39^4 VIEW OF SOCIET:^ AND 



LETTER XGII. 



yieijna. 

T Returned very lately from Prince Lich- 
tenftein's houfe at Felberg in Auflxia, 
where I pafled a few days very agreeably. 
The Lichtenftein family is one of the firft 
in this country, whether confidered. in 
point of antiquity, wealth or dignity.' This 
Prince, • befides his lands in Auftria, has 
confiderable eftates in Bohemia, Moravia, 
and that part of Silefia which belongs to 
the Emprefs. Like Prince Efterhafie, he 
has body guards in his own pay, — I be- 
lieve no other fubjefts in Europe retain this 
diftindion. 



Felberg is a fine old manfion, about forty 
miles from Vienna. The apartments are 

large, 
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large, convenient, and furnifhed in the 
magnificent ftyle which prevails in the no- 
blemen's houfes of this country. The 
company confifted of the Prince and Prin- 
cefs, the Count Degenfeldt and his lady, 
a very accomplifhed vsroman ; the Duke of 
Hamilton, Mr. Milnes, an Englifti ofHcer, 
another Englifh gentleman, and myfelf. 
Our entertainment was in every refpeft 
fplendid, particularly in the article of at- 
tendants. . Some of the Auftrian nobility 
carry this point of magnificence to a height, 
which could fcarcely be fupported by the 
beft eftates in England, where one footman 
is more expenfive than four in this country* 

The day after our arrival, breakfaft was 
ferved to the company feparately in their 
own apartments, as is the cuftom here. 
We afterwards fet out for another villa 
belonging 10 this Prince, at fix miles di- 
ftance, where he intended to give the Duke 
the amufement of hunting. The Prin- 

cefs, 
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cefs, the Countefs Degenfcldt, the Dakc, 
and Captain Milnes, were in ofie coach; 
the Prince, the Count, and I, in ariothcr ; 
the two young Princes, with their gov»- 
nor and the young EngUfti gentleman, in 
a third, with a great retinue on hoffc- 
back. 

As the dav was well advanced when we 
arrived, I imagined the hunting would be- 
gin immediately :— But every thing is done 
with method and good order in this coun- 
try, and it was judged proper to dine in 
the firft place. This in due time being 
<poncluded, I thought the men would. have 
proceeded direftly to the fcene of adion, 
leaving the ladies till their return— But 
here I found myfelf again miftaken : — The 
ladies were to affift in the whole of this 
expedition. But as there was a neceflity 
to traverfe a large wood, into which coaches 
could not enter, vehicles of a more com* 
modioqs conftrudion were prepared. I 

forget 
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forget what name is given to thefc car- 
riages. They are of the form of benches, 
with ftufFed feats, upon which fix or eight 
people may place themfelves one behind 
the other. They are drawn by four 
horfes, and Aide over, the ground like a 
fledge, pafling along paths and ti-acklefs 
ways, over which no wheel-carriage could 
be drawn. 

After being conveyed in this manner 
acrofs the wood, and a confiderable way 
beyond it, we came to a very large open 
field, in which there were feveral little 

circular inclofures of trees and underwcbd 
at wide intervals from each other. — This 
hunting had hitherto been attended with 
very little fatigue ; for we had been car- 
ried the whole way in coaches, or on the 
fledges, which are fiill eafier than any 

coach. In (hort, we had been perfedly 
paflive fince brcakfaft, except during the 

time of 'dinner. 

But 
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But when we arrived at this large j^aioi 
I was informed^ that the hunting would 
commence within a very ihort time. I 
then expefted we fliould have fome vio- 
lent exercife after fo much inadivity, and 
began to fear that the ladies might be 
over-fatigued, when, lo ! the Prince's fer- 
vants began to arrange fome portable chairs 
at a fmall diftance from one of the thickets 
above mentioned. The Princefs, Coun* 
tefs, and the reft of the company took 
their places j and when every body was 
feated, they aflured me that the hunting 
was juft going to begin. 

I own, my curiofity was now excited in 
a very uncomnibn degree ; and I was filled 
with impatience to fee the iflue of a hunt- 
ing, which had been condud:ed in a ftylc 
fo different from any idea I had of that di- 
verfion* While I fat loft in conje^ure, 
I perceived, at a great diftance, a long line 
of people moving towards the little wood, 

near 
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fieSiV "^hich the company was feated. As 
■thfey waVbed aloi^, they gradually fort&ed 
Ihe fegmeiit of 'a circle, whofe centre was 
this wood. I underftood that Aefe were 
peafantsr With their wives a*i childrtn, 
whos walbiti'g forward in this matthtir, 
roufe the game, which natural! jr take Aid- 
ter in the thicket of trees and buifhes. As 
fcoa as this happened, the peafants nrflied 
in at the fide oppofite to that 'wherfe our 
company bad taken poft, beat out the 
game, and then the maflacre began. 

Each perfon was provided with a fufil, 
and many more were at hand loaded for 
immediate ufe. The fervants were era- 
ployed in charging a9 fad as the pieces 
were fired olF: So that an uninterrupted 
fliooting was kept up, as long as the game 
continued flying or running out of the 
wooA — The Prince hardly ever miffed. — 
tHe himfelf killed above thirty partridges, 
: f€w pheafants, and three hares^ 

a At 
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At the beginning of this fcene^ I was i 
good deal furprifed to fee a fervant hand 
a fufil to the Princef&t ^ho with great* 
cooln^s> and without rifing from her feat^ 
took aim at a partridge^ whkh inime« 
diately fell to the ground. With the fame 
eafe» fhe killed ten or twelve partridgeB 
and pheafants, at about double the num^ 
ber of fliots. — The execution done by the 
reft of the company was by no means con- 
iiderat)le. 

Though I had not heard of it before, 
I now underftood, that fhooting is not an 
uncommon amufement with the German 
ladies : And it is probable, their attention 
to the delicacy of the fair fex, has induced 
the hardy Germans to render this diverfion 
fo little fatiguing. 

The company afterwards walked to 
other little inclofures of planting, where, 
fome game was driven out, and killed aa 

before. 
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oefore. — The following day, the Pritjce 
GOBdudi^ U8 to another pf his feats, where 
tticre- i»-a very fiae opeii wood, full of 
deer of every kind, fome of them the 
largeft I ever faw. There is alfo a great 
hUmber of wild boars, one of which, by 
the Prince's permlflion, the Duke of Hamil- 
ton killed. 

Nothihg coilld furpafs the polttenefs and 
magnificence with which the company 
were entertained during the whole of their 
jftay. The Princefs is a woman of an ami- 
able cbarader, and a good tinderftanding ; 
educates her children, and fnatiages her 
affairs, with tke utmofl prudence and pro- 
priety. 

This family, and many of the nobility, 
who have hitherto been at their country- 
feats, are now about to return to Vienna. 
The family of Monfieur and Madame de 
Pergen have been here for fome time. This 

Vol. IL Dd lady 



4oa VIEW OF SOCIETY AND * 

lady is an intimate friend of the Countefs. 
Thune ; and nearly the fame company, 
who form her fociety, now afTemble twice 
a week at the houfe of Madame de Pergen, 
who rivals the p^untefs in good fenfe and 
many'^accomplifliments j and, without raif- 
ing jcaloufy or ill-will, divides with her 
the efteem of the beft company of this 
place. The agreeable footing on which 
fociety is dlablifhed here, and the number 
of refpedable people with whom We are 
acquainted, fills me with regret at the 
thoughts of leaving ^^nna ; but the Dukeof 
Hamilton, inclines to pafs the winter in Italy. 
: Indeed, if he did not> he would be oUiged 
to delay the journey a whole year, or.fub- 
roit to the incbnveniences of travelling in 
the fummer months, which, in fo hot a 
climate, is rathet to be avoided.' ' 



..^^>7 
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LETTER XCIIL 

Victina. 

T Have not faid any thing of the Aoilrian 
army, having fome fufpicion that I 
rather over-dofed you with military de- 
tails from Berlin, where thcfubje£t of my 
letters was continually before my eyes. 
But the Emtperot has very fbw pf his firoops 
in garriibn at Vienna. They make a fine 
appearance, and the army in gen^ai are 
more judicioufly clothed, than any other I 
have feen. c ' 

Inilead of coats with long ikirts, their 
uniform is a fhort jacket of white cloth, 
with waiftcoat and breeches of the fame ; 
and each foldier has a furtout of coarfe 
grey cloth, which he wears in cold or 
rainy weathet. This he rolls up in a very 

D d 2 fmall 
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fmall bblk when the weather is goody atui 
It is little or no incumbrance on a march 
They have (hort bootsr for fliocs ; and, in 
place of bats, they wear <:ap^ of very (lout 
leather, with a brafs front, which ufually 
ftands up^ birt which may be let down up^ 
©Q occafion, to prevent thferr eyes from hie- 
ing incommoded by the fun. 

Except ar very feW Hung^riaQlt who do' 
duJty within the palace, there arc no* 
troops in the Auflrian fervice with in- 
ereafed pay, and cxclufive privikges, un- 
der the denomination of body-guards ; -the 
inarching regiments on the ordinary efta* 
blifhment, form the garrifon of Vienaav 
and perform the duty of guards by ro^ 
tation. 

The infolenct of the Pr^Etoriatl bandsr 
at Rome, fo c^en terrible to their maf* 
ters'; the frequent infurredions of the ^- 

nifTaries at Coi^antinople, and Utt revv^kii- 

ttoasr 
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tions efFe^cd by the Ruffian guaeidfe at 
PeterfbuTgh, fufficicntly paint out the dan- 
ger of fuch an inftitution. Thefe ex- 
amples may have influenced the Auftrian 
governijient to renounce a fyftem which 
(eems to render certain regiments kfs ufe- 
ful, and mofe djingeroMs, th^a the ttff: pf 
$he arnjy. 

The Auftriaa army is calcinated at con.- 
jiderably above two hundred thoufknd; 
and it is icaagined that there never was 

a greater number of es;ceUent ofBcers In 
the fervice than at prefeotrfp that, in cafe of 
a war with Pruffiay the two powers will be 
more equally matched than ever. It would 
be unfortaqate for tbii Court if it flyould 
breakout at prefent; for there are fome 
4sommoiioQs among the pcafanta in Bohe- 
mia, which occafioa a general difquiet, 
i^nd by which foioe individuals have fuf- 
jt^ined great lofles. One oobleman of 

P 4 3 tljic 
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Uset&tQ}: lank has hi^ his houfe, and aU 
the Turniture, burnt to the grouadj to^' 
gethcx with fome large out*houfes near 
his caflle. 

Thefe exccfles, according to fome, pro- 
ceed from mere wantonnefs, and love 
of jnilchief, in the people. Others affert, 
that they are excited by the tyranny of 
the lords, which has driven thofe poor 
inen to defpair. Whichfoever of thefe 
accounts is true^ it feems evident to me» 
that it would be much better for the lords, 
as well as the peafants, that the latter, 
inftead of being bond-men, were in a ftatc 
of freedom. At prcfent, they pay their 
rent by working a certain number of days 
In the week for their matters, and main- 
tain themfelves and families by labour- 
ing the other days on their own account. 
You will readily believe, that more real 
bufinefs will be done in one day when 
they work for themfelves, than ih two 

days 
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days labour for thelr:btdtir This occafioos 
ill-humour ^nd blows on the part of the 
mafter, and hatred and revolt on that of 
the peafants. 

If the eftates in Bohemia were let to 
free- men at a reafonable rent, freedom 
and property would excite a fpirit of in- 
duftry among thefe indolent people. They 
would then work every day with cheer- 
fplnefs and good will, and I am con- 
vinced the landlords revenues would in- 
creafe daily. In confequence of this, the 
peafants would, in all probability, con- 
tinue as much attached to the ground 
from choice, as they are at prefent from 
neceffity, — Do we not fee families in Great 
Britain remain for many^ generations on 
gentlemen's eftates, though the mafter has 
the privilege of changing his tenant, and 
the tenant his mafter, at the end of every 
leafe ? 

Dd4 In 



t n Jui-i alaioft. every ifountry ia* "Eiaraiit^ 
except Eaglandr the inhabitaiite! are con^ 
fiaedv !>yforfic barrier : or othcrf"tp thp 
fituation in which; they are bom* The 
total want of education neceffarity oblige^ 
the gifeatcr payt to gain their' Uvelitiood by 
bodily labopn National ^opinions prevent 
others from pver rifing*hove the level o£ 
their- binh| however fublitne their gepius, 
or however great their acquired knowledge. 
But in oui? ifland the door of (ciericei 
and confequently the road to ambi(ion| 
;8 open to almoft eyery individual. Even 
in the moft remote villages fome degree 
of education is beflowed on the poorcft 
inhabitants, '^'- 

Thi? may be of little pr no importance 
p ninctyrnine in a hundred ; and oi thq 
fmall pufobpr who, by improving this 
pittance of knowledge, r^ifc themfclve^ 
above thp ftate in which they were born, 

W7 f^^ f^^f 1^? *^ ^°7 ^^g''?? pf eminence \ 
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ihc rcafon of Mrbkb is, that great genius- 
is a q.^ality yery fparipgly dealt out tq 
mank^indL Though it sxmft be ^Ugwed^ 
that much the greater part pf the iohabitr 
ants of the fame country and climate arc 
born*viriih nearly the fame natural abilities; 
3od that the degrees of education, and 
piher opportunities of iinprovement, gr** 
dually form all the difference which appears 
among them in after-?life ; yet I cannot, 
with Helvetius, believe that genius is en- 
tirely the work of education, 

« 

I am fully convinced, that Nature 19 
continually producing fome individuals iq. 
every nation of a finer organization, mth 
an infinitely greater aptitude for fcience 
of every kind, and whofe minds are capable 
pf a more fublime and ex ten five range of 
thought, than is attainable by the com- 
jnon yun of mankind with any poffible de^ 
gree of culture. This natural fuperiority 
is what I call g;enii|S. Wherever a confi- 

derabis 
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derable (hare of this; is lodged^ ailittle^cul* 
tivation will be fufiicient,;. bmtfome'is ab- 
folutely requifue to make it appear* 

When it does exift io the minds of pea- 
fants in Ruffia, Poland^ and ibme parts of 
Germany, it remains dormant from Qegled» 
or 18 fmothered by pppreifioQ. But in Gr^at 
Britain, the degree of education which is 
now univerfal, fmali as it is, will be fuf- 
ficient to roufe, animate, and bring into 
a£kion the fire of extraordinary genius, the 
feeds of which impartial Nature is as apt to 
' place in the infant breaft of a peafant as of 
a prince. The chance of great and diftin- 
guiftied men fpringing up in a country, is 
therefore not to be calculated by the num- 
ber of inhabitants, but by the number whofe 
minds receive that degree of cultivation ne* 
ceflary to call forth their latent powers. 

On the fuppofition, that one kingdom 
contains eight millions of inhabitants, and 

another 
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another triple the num)bcr, fiiany knore 
men ofcriginal genius, and great eminence 
in every art and fcience, may, from the cir- 
cumftances above mentioned, be expedled 
to appear in thefirft than in the fedond. la 
Great Britain, for example, almoft all the 
natives may be included in. the calculation; 
biitin th^ other countries which I have men- 
tioned, the peafantry, who form the moft 
ntimerous clafs, mufl be ftruck out; 

■ -.r-.- -i ..... ; 
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Vienoa^ 

^nyrH ETHER k wowing to the ex- 
ample of the Emprefey or to what 
plher caufct I fhall not take upoo me to 
(decidie; but there certainly appears a 
warmer and more general attachment to 
jeligion in Vienna, than in any other great 
to^n in Germany : There is alfo a greater 
appearance of fatisfa£tion and happinefs 
here than in many other cities, where 
religious impreflions are more feeble and 
lefs prevalent : It is not improbable, that 
jhe latter may be 9 confequence of the 
former. 

Irreligion and fcepticifm, exclufive of 
fhe bad efFeds they may have on the 

8 morals 
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toorah or future deftiny of men, impaii^ 
even their temporal happinefib by ob^ 
fcuring thofe hopes, which, in fome fi-* 
luations, are their only confolation. In 
whatever fuperior point of view thofe men 
<nay confider themfelves, who deride thtf 
opinions which their fellow-citizens hold 
facred, this vanity is often overbalancedf 
by the irkfome doubts wjiich obtrude on 
their minds. Uncertainty with rcfpe^ to 
the moit interefting of all fubjeiSls, or a . 
fixed perfuafion of annil];jiIaition, are equally 
infupportable to the greater part of maa- 
kind, who fooner or later endeavour Xp put 
in a claim for that bright revetfion, which 
religion has pronfiifed to believers. If the 
idea of arnnihilatioa lias been fapported 
without pain by a few pbilofophers, it id 
the utmoft that can be faid ; fuch a Hate 
of mind can never be a fource of fatisfac- 
tion or pleafare. People of great fenlibi* 
lity feldom endure it long; their &md 

defire 



414 VIEW o;f society akb 

defircvof ■ im mortality overt urtiS dvcryi: fii^ 
brie \N^kich ftepticiffti bad attempted to 
raife in their minds; thej cannot abide 
by a dodrine which plucks &oia the 
heart a deeply-rooted hope, tears afunder 
all thofe ties of humanity, afFidtion, 
friendflhiip, and love, which it lias been 
the buiinefs of their lives tp bind^ and 
which they expert will be eternal. Since 
fcnfibility renders the heart averfo to 

fcepticifm, and inclinable to devotion, 

') \ 

we may naturally expefito find women 

.- "^ 

more devout than men ; very few of that 
delicate fex have been able to look with 
ftedfaft eyes on a profpedt, which termi- 
nates in a difmal blank ; and thofe few, 
who have had that degree of philofophi- 
cal fortitude, have not been the moO: 
amiable of the fex. 

None of my female acquaintance at 
Vienna are in this uncomfortable fiate of 

mind ; 
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mind ; but many of them have embroidered 
fome fanciful piece of fuperftition of their 
own upon the extcnfive ground which the 
Roman Catholic faith aflFords, In a lady's 
houfe, a few days ago, 1 happened to take up 
a book which lay upon the table, — a^ fmall 
pifture of the Virgin Mary on vellum fell 
from between the leaves ; under the figure 
of the Virgin there was an infcription, 
which I tranflate literally : 

" This is prefented by ^— to her 

" deareft friend n • , in token of the 

** fincereft regard and afFeftion ; begging 
** that as often as (he behelds this figure of 
** the blefled Virgin,, (he may mix a fenti- 
** ment of afFpdipn for her abfent friend, 
'* with the emotions of gratitude and ado- 
" ration' fhe feels for the Mother of Jefus/' 

The lady informed me, that it was ufual 
for intimate friends to fend fuofc prefents to 
each other when they were about to fepa- 

3 rate. 
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racet and whra. there was & probability of 
their beiog* long afunder; 

■> .... 

• . . ■ <* 

There fecms to be fomething exceedingly 
tender and pathetic in blending friendflii]^ 
teith religious fentiments, aiid thUs, by a 
kind of confecration) iqndeavoutlng to pire- 
ferve the former from the effeQ;s of titae and 
abfence.— The petufal of this infcriptibn re- 
called to my memory certaih connexions I 
have at home, thfe linpetuofity of which 
recolledion afFeiQ;ed mfe beyond expreffioii. 

I remarked ih thiis lady's hbufc aoothisf 
beautiful pidurii of thfc Virgin, ornamented 
Inrith a rich frames and a filk curtain to pre- 
ferve it from duft; I obfervcd that ihe never 
looked at it but with an ait of veneration 
and love, nor paflfed it when tincovered by 
the curtain without a gentle bending of the 
knee. — She told ine, that this pidure had 
been long iti the family^ and had been al^ 
ways held in the higheft efteem j for that 

botk 
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both her mother and flie owed fomd Of tha 
moft fortunate events of their lives to ih<^ 
protedion of the blefled .Virgin, and .fh« 
feemed not intirely free from a perfuafion, 
that the attention of thS Virgin was in fome 
degree retained by the good offices of this 
identical piiflure. She declared, that the 
confidence fhe had ih the Virgin*s goodnefs 
and protedjon, was one of the greatfeft coiii- 
fbrts fhe had in life— that to her flie could, 
without reftraint, opeii her hearty and pour 
out her whole foul under every 4ifBi£tion^ 
and ihe never failed to find herfelf com- 
forted and relieved by fuch effufions^ 

I obferved# that devout Proteftants found 
the fame confolation in addreffing the Al- 
caighty* 

•*'■*■' . • ' 

Shefaid — She could hot comprehend hov(r 

that coul^ be— for that God the Father w^s 

fo great arid awful, that her veneration was 

inixed with fuch a degree of dread j as con* 

'^^6l* II. E e founded 
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founded all her ideslai ivhetl flie^'atteixipted 
to approach him } bfut the blefied Mkry was 
bffti mild, fo condefcendingy and cdrapaf- 
libiikM a charad:er, that fhe could addrefs 

lier With mote confidence^ 

» 

She faid, fhe knew it was heriidtf to 
adofe the Creator of the univerfe^ atid ihe 
fulfilled it to the beft of her power ; but 
ihe could not diveft herfelf of a eertftm de- 
gree of reftraint in her devotions to Him, ot 

cveft t^ her Saviour. But the bleflcdMary 
being herfelf a woman, and acquainted tvith 
all the weaknefs and delicacies of the fex^ 
flie could to her open her heart with a de- 
gree of freedom, which it was not j)ofl&bIe 
for her to ufe to any of the Perfons of the 
Holy Trinity. — Regardcz fa phyfionomiei 
added Ihe, pointing to the pidure^— mon 

* 

Dieu, qu'elle eft douce, qu'elle eft gra-i 
crcufe ! 



Hiefe 
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|»ro^Up4it tctig^s, gjid the piaxims afj^)jbilo- 
/pphy,, ^re not unna^yf^J to the,,hi^^ 
hearjc.-^ Voltaic^ fayS| Tliat man j^a&s^ways 
Khewn an incUnaJtion to create Gpd a^^er lu,s 
own image; ihis lady foTined ao id?a of 
the blefled Virgin from the reprefentation 
of the painter, as well as ftom the account 
given pf her^ in the Evangelifts; and her re- 
ligion allowing the Mother of Chrift to be 
an ob^efl: of worfliip, (he naturally turned 
the ardor of her devotion to her^ whofe power 
Ihe imagined was fufEcient to prot^ her 
votaries here^ and procure them paradife 
hereafter; and whofe character (he though tf 
in fome particulars fympathifed with her 
own. 



Some Jealous PfoteAatits may poffibly be 

ihocked, at this lady's theological notions : 
however, as in other refpeds (he is a woman 
of an excellent charaderi and obferves the 

E e « moral 
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moral precepts of Chriftianity with as much 
attention as if her creed had been purified 
by Luther, and doubly refined by Calvin, it 
is hoped they will not think it too great an 
cxtenfion of charity to fuppofe that her 
fpeculative errors may be forgiven. 



MAN^E^S IN FRANCE, &<:. 42, 



.' ■ . *■.-'....,;> 



L E T T E R XCV. 



Vienna; 



nr^HE preference which is given by in- 
^ dividuals in Roman Catholic countries 
to particular Saints, proceeds fometimes 
from a fuppofed connedion between the 
charaders of the Saints and the votaries. 
Meh exped the greateft favour and indul- 
gence from thofe who moft refemble them- 
felves, and naturally admire others for the 
qualities which they value moft in theijr 
own charader. 



A French Officer of dragoons, being at 
Rome, went to view the famous ftatue of 
Mofes by Michael Angelo. The artift has 
conveyed into this mafter-piece, in the opi- 
nion of fome, all the dignity which a human 
form and human features are capable of re- 

E e 3 ceiving j 
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celving ; he has endeavoured to give this 
ftatue a countenance worthy of the great le- 
giflator of the Jews, the favourite of Heaven, 
who had converfed face to face with tbe 
Deity. The officer happened to be ac- 
quainted with the hiftory of Mofes, but hci 
laid no great ftrefs oh any of thefe circum* 
fiances — he admired him much more on ac-j 

count of one adventure in ^hich he ima- 

-*• ... • •,, \ 

gine4 Mofe? h^d acquitted himfelf like a 
man of fpirit, and as he himfelf would have 
done 'Voila qui efl terrible ! voila qui 

efl fublime ! cried he ^t fight of the flatue— 
;and after a little paufe he added, on voit 1^ 
un drole qui a donne des coup3 de baton en 
fon terns, et qui a tue fon homme:. 

The crucifi^cefii, and. flatues, and pidures, 
of Saints, with whith Popifh chiirches are 

filled, were no doubt intended to awaken 

\ ■ ■ 

devotion vs^hen it became drbwfy, 2fnd to 
excite in the mind gratitude and veiicratioti 
for the holy perforls they reprefent ; but it 

cannot 
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(:annot be denied that thf grofs imagina-^ 
tions of the generality of mankind are ex- 
ceedingly prone to forget the originals, and 
transfer their adoration to the fenfelefs figures 
which they behold, and before which they 
kneel. So that whatever was the Original 
^efign^ and whatever eflfeds thofe ftatues 
and pidures have on the n;iinds of calm, 

fenfible Roman Catholics, it is certain that 
tthey often are the obje^s of as complete 
idolatry ^s ever was pra^tifed in Athens 
or Rx)ni^, before the fUtues of Jupiter or 
^pollou 

On what Other principle do fuch multi- 
tudes flock from all the Roman Catholic 
countries in Europe to the fhrine of our 
Lady at Loretto ? Any ftatue of the Virgin 
would feivp a» effe^ually as th^ to recoil 

her tq the memory ; and people may adore 
her as devoutly in their own parifh chiirche$f 
as in the chapel at Loretto.— -The pilgrimst 
therefore! muft be perfuaded that there is 

^ e ^ foroe 
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fome divine influence or intelligqnc^.ia th* 
ftatue which is kept there; that in baa a 
xonfcioufnefa of all the trouble they have 
taken, and the inconveniencies to which 
they have been expofed, by long journieSf 
for the fole purpofe of kneeling before it) 
in preference to all other imaeea* 

• ■ 

It was probably on aacount of this 
tendency of the human- mind, that the 
^ Jews were forbid to make unto them- 
felves any graven image^ Thisindeed feems 
to have been the only method of iecuriiig 
that fuperftiiious people from idolatry ; 
and, notwithftanding the peremptory tenor 
pf the commandment, neither the zeal 
jnor renaonftrances of their judges and 
prophets could always prevent their mak- 
ing idols, nor hinder their worfhipping 

r • 

them wherever they found them ready 
madco 



1 * 



• • • I ' •• 



t 



tl s 



Statues 



MANNERS IN FRANCE, &c. 4*5 

iStatues and pidlurcs of Saints, which have 
been long fa particular families, arc generally 
k'tpt with great care and attention ; the pro- 
prietors often have the fame kind of attach- 
ment to them, that the ancient heathens had 
to their Dii Penates. — They are confidere4 
as tutelary and domeftic divinities, froni 
whom the family expedt protedion. When 
a feries of unfortunate events happens in a 
family, it fometimes creates ^ fufpicion that 
the' family ftatues have loft their influence. 
This alfo is a very ancient fentiment. Sue- 
tonius informs us, that the fleet of Auguftus 
having been difperfed by a ftorm, and many 
of the fhips lofl:, the Emperor gave orders 
that the ftatue of Neptune fhould not be 
carried in proceflion with thofe of the other 
Gods, from an opinion that the God of the 
Sea wa^ unwilling or unable to protedl hi^ 
navy; and in either cafe he deemed him not 
worthy of any public mark of diftinc- 
tion. 

The 
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The genuine tenets of the Roman Ca^ 
tholic church certainly ^9 qo( authorife 
any of the fuperftitiona above menjioncsJ, 
which are generally confined to the credq- 
lous and illiterate in the lower r^ni^s of 
life. — Yet inftances are fometimes to he met 
with in a higher fphere,, A Fr^ii^)|man in 
a creditable way of life had s^ fnutU figur^ 
of our Saviour on the Crofs, pf very cu- 
rious workmanfhip ; he offered it for fale 
to an Englifh gentleman of my ac^jiiatntr 
a nee: after expatiating on the excellency 
of the workmanQiip, he told him that he 
had long kept this crucifix with the moft 
pious care, that he had always s^dreQed it 
in his private devotion, and that in returq 
he had expeded fome degree pf prpte^oa 
and favour ; inftead of which he ^xad of 
late been remarkably unfortunate : that all 
the tickets he had in the lottery had proved 
blanks: and having had a great fhare in 
the cargo of a (hip coming from the Weft- 
Indies, he had recommended it in the moft 

fervent 
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fervent mariner in his prayers to the cruci- 
fix ; and, that he might give no offence by 
^ny appearance of want of faith, he had 

1 

pot infurdd ihe godds— notwithftanding all 
which the veflel had been fhip wrecked, 
and the cargo totally loft, though the 
failots, in whofe prefervation he had no 

■ 

cbncerri, had been all faved— Enfin, Mon- 
fieur, cried he, with an accent of indigna- 
tion mingled with regret/ and raifing his 
fhoiildcrs afiove his ears, Ehfin, Monfieur, 
ilm^a manque, et je vends mon Chrift. 

Happy for Chriftians of every denomina- 
tion, could they abide by the plain, rational, 
beneVolftnt precepts of the Chriftian reli- 
gioo ; f^eSing all the conceits of fuperfti- 
tion, which never fail to deform its original 
teauty, and to corrupt its intrinfic purity ! 
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Yieooa. 

/^UR difputes with the cqlbnies have 
^"^ been a prevailing topic of convcrfatioa 
i?vherever we have been fince we left Eng-r 
Jaad. The warmth with which this fubjed 
is handled, iqcreafes every day. -;^ At prefent, 
the inhabitants of the continent feem as im- 
patient as thofe of Great Britain, for news 
from the other fide of the Atlantic ; tut 
with this difference, that here they are al* 
of one mind :— ^all praying for^ firccefs to 
the Americans, and rejoicing iu every 

piece of bad fortune which happens to our 
?jmy. 

That the French fhould be pleafed with 
ComiPiOtions which muftdiftrefs and weakea 
Great Britain, and may transfer to them an 

equal 
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€qual right to every advantage we gained by 
the laft war, is not furprifing j but why the 
inhabitants of every other country fhould 
take part againO: England, and become 
partizans of America^ is not fo apparent^ 

I fhould forgive them, and even join ih 
fentiment with * them, as far as my regard 
for the honour and happinefs of my cbun- 
try would permit, if this prbceeded from an 
attachnient to liberty, and a generous par*- 
tiality for men v^o repel oppreflion, and 
ftfuggle for independency .-T-But this is not 
the cafe.— Thofe who can reap no pofflble 
advantage ' from the revolt of Amferfca ; 
thofe who have-not an idea of civil liberty, 
ind wduld even be forr^ to fee it eftablifhed 
in. their own country; thofe who have 
no other knowledge of the difpute, thaa 
that it is ruining England } all join as allies 
to the Americans^ not from love to them> 
but evidently from diilike to us. 

When 
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Wbei^ I firilQbiern:d tbid < Iigl^(; difpd^ 
fition, I thought it might proceed from theiir 
being offended at that jpmfereuciB rwhich the 
Englifh give to tii^eir own counury ^nd 
countrymen, aboyc all pithew ; hut^jl^apon- 
ceit we have in common with levery other 
nation on the globe, all ttf isjrhom bbef ifh 
the f^me favourable opinion of themfelvjeis. 
It aflu redly prevails in Frante io aii Eminent 

degree.— There is hardly otte fpeptic or un- 

■•".-«■ 

believer in the whole hatioh.-M[t is die 
Univerfal creeds that France is the finefl 
country in the world ; the French the moft 
ingenious and mod amiable people, e$:- 
celling in all the arts of pe^ce and war ; 
and that Paris is the capital of politenefs, 

and the centre of learning, genijas, and 

•.. , ■ • 

taftci 

This fktisfadibn at the misfortunes of 
Great Britain cannot therefore arife from a 
caufe which is applicable to every other 
country. It may indeed, in fome mea- 

5 furc. 
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fure, proeteed from envy of the riches, and 
jealoufy of the power^ of the Englifli nation j 
but, I believe, ftill more ftom our talking no 
trouble to conciliate the afFcftions of fo- 
reigners, and to diminifh that envy and ill- 
tvill tvhich great profperity often creates. 
The French, though perhaps the vaineft 
people oil earth of their own advahtages^ 
have fome degree df confideration for the 
feelings and felf-love of their neighbours, A 
Frenchman endeavours to draw from them 

an acknowledgment of the fuperiority of his 
country, by making an elogiutn oft whatever 
is ejccellent in theirs. But we are apt to build 
our panegyric of Old England, on the ruin 
and wretchednefs of all other countries, 
—Italy is too hot, the iniis miferable, and 
the whole country fwarms with monks and 
other vermin,— In France, the people are 

flaves and coxcombsi the mufic execrable ; 

-^they boil their meat to rags, and there is 

no 
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no porter, and very little ftrorig arle, in the 
country, — In Germany, fotne of their Pria- 
ces have little more to fpeml fhan aa Eng- 
Hfli gentlemaa '.-^^They ufe ftoves -infi^fead of 
grates ;-^:hey eat four croutj and^-fpeaik 
High Dutch:--^The^I>an:e8 and Swedes ar^ 
teminded/ thar they are rathcr-attiwt) great 
a diftari(5e from thb*e(^dtor ; and tnkliy fly 
hints arc: giveh concerning the incdiive- 
niencies bf^a-cold trBmate.-^f all^things^ 

I fhbnld'^tliihk - it "moft'x>radeDt-t^*bc Stent 
t)n'tMs feft'topiCyiSs' fq •many p^ttf ^t€$ 
"will take preecdchcy of Gld-Englaiidi wheo- 
eVe*r it'is the eftablifhed' etiquette that rank 
ihall be determined by climate; - ; . 



Y ♦ .. ■ • . . .• ' .•••"' 



But this confideratloh'has ho 'cfrea: oii 
my honeft friend John ^Ull. When he Is 
in a choleric humour, he will riot fpate His 
befl: friends and neareft neighbours,' evlrti 
when he has moft need of their afliftaiice, 

8 aiad 
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and when thofe at a diftance fcem to have 
plotted his raio* — If his own (ifter Peg 
ihoold &0W a difpofition to forget old 

iquabblesi to lire in friendihip with her 
brother^ and ihould declare that all who 

renounced his friendihip were her eneimes^ 
and reiblve to conquer hy his fide^ or if that 
ihould failf to die hard along with htm~* 

No! d— -n ye, iays Joha» none of your 
coaxing :-*^You be d-»d ! you are farther 
North than I~Keep your diftance.—— 
And ib he &lls a pelting Pc^ with her owi) 
fnow-balls ; and then turning from her, he 
attacks Lewis Baboon» Lord Stmtt Lord 
Peter, and daihes their (bup maigre» olio's, 
and m^cQironi, full in their teeth. 

But to drop allegory; the uniTCrfal ratify 
fa^iQiQi which appears all over Europe, at 
me iile* qf ^pgUnd'i b^ing ftript of her 
poloai^s^ certatoly doet not intirely origU' 
nate ifrom political fentimentsj but ia a 
^i?at degree fiom thtt refer?? which keeps 
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£ngli(hmen from cultivating the frieodlhip 
of foreigners ; that pri(]e which: hinders 
then> from (looping' to humour prejudices ; 

that indifference which makes thetn dif* 

' • ■ . 

regard the tapprgbation ;of others, and be4 
tray-^the fontempt they ar? too ready to 
entertftin for cuftpms or fentiments different 
from their own. : ' 



* J 



Thefe are things nqt eafily forgiven, and 

■ -■ ■ .-J ■ 

for which no fuperiority of genius,r magna- 
nimity, or integrity, can compe.nfate. The 

W •- ■•■ ■ft''**'*'- 

lame caufes , which ,^ave , made .fpffiigner^ 
take . part ^againft us in, the difppte rw:ith 
America, induce thofe of them .who are 
rich, and can fpend their revenues out, of 
their own country, to prefer France to Eng- 
land for .that purpofcj': The difference be- 
tween Loiid on and Saris in point of climate 
is very fm^ll. The winter, amufements <y{- 
the former are more magnificent ; and per- 
haps every conveniency, and moft of the 
luxuries of . life .are: to beidfound th^re^'in: 

... - - •■* greater 
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gttiii&n'^fe^iohi ^nDttifii^ the fu'inmer 
months, by fuperior fkiilirfagrictflture and 
a better taftfe in gardening, England difplaiys 
f^brfcJeffea -of odtJyaJtion,! of. yerduf c and 
fctMV\\%rU nQ :gQCi>itfiy oftieatthTicatt equal. 
Tovtbefe: a,re added theiliQffings arf liberty j 
yet few dr nb fcireigne|s Tefide4n Epghnd; 
excqptvtbofe {he; mttiataiiis rentir^ly ^.a% her 

owijirexpence;" tJl-lfeeL^ealthyiift^r a fhort 
vifit tO; ..LondoB^^ijf ti^yging ; to fpfindr ihdr 
fortunes at Paris. 

'. u^P^elpAi'^ . o£ ^BQcuRiary ^^dvantages,. .it 
flatters die natunil-(^%Uy of the,]^rencjh tp 
f\nd tbgir fociety,p5e|i?rrodto that ofjall other 
peoplCjfand pa^ticulafly to that of their 
prou4 r^^^^^-"^L^t\^^^?*^' enjoy: this ad van- 
tage;., let theni ii^aW;lo their, capital,. the 
idle,, tbft dictated, and the efFemiQ^te. of 
erery.cpuntry injEjp'opp;^— but for heavjen'a 
fake, do you and y pty:, friends in p^fJiamcn^ 
fall on fome meafure to preyent th,em frona 

F f 2 engaging 
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CDgagis^the ^ffedioos cf cmr iodufinonf 
brethren of America^ 



■ ■ ". 1.-- *■-» 



Such an eyent would ie attended' ;^idi 
icTcre confcqueaoet to Great Britais, and 
probably to Am^rifiu TbtVearr, homtwetf 
fb mailer fepellii^ pobita in the Acileridsm 
and Fiendi chwadei^ Aat I CMttntiffkim^ 
gioe the adheiidii bietwectt them tonld be 






•li-v 



You may hatuiah^ %pofe, froia ibme 
things in thislettcr, thiaf; the people hen; are 
in a particular manner intetente a^tafl 
England, in her difpnte vfkh America* But 
in reality this is not the cafe; for although 
in general they favour America, I hare not 
feen fo mnch moderation on that qiij^ftiojn 
any where as at Vknna. The Empetort 
when £otne perfon a&ed which . fide^ .h<^ 
favoured , replied very tngeniottty» ^ fiiis 
par metier royaler ;^ : ^- - : _- r.: 

I I wiih 
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I wifli Aofe of our cbuhtrymen, Who by 
your account fcem to be iatrying their zeal 
for America too far, wouid remember qu*iU 
font narnuuiance Aofflois. 






Jttft M I vas coadudiag tlu; above: I re-* 
ceiyed yoiirstkifonnuig ipe that youryoung 
friend vm ia*A ifhic^ tiiiie?to iet oilt on tb» 
ufuaL tow« thmjgh;:^^^ I (ksUl take 

the fubjed you defire, at prefent I muft con* 
fine myfelf to the few foUowing hints. 



JLi- 



I hope he Vitt always remember that vir- 
tue and good fenfe are ndt confined to any 
particuTar place, and that one end of tra« 
veiling is to free the niitid from vulgar pre- 
judices—he ought therefore to form con- 
nedionSf and live on a focial footing v^ith 
the Inhabitants of the different countries 
through vvhich he pafles j let hiiii at leaft 
feem pfeafed while he remiilhs among them ; 
this is the moil effedual method of making 
i them 
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them/pleafed with him* and of . His raccom- 
plifliing every objedl he can have in vifiting. 
their country. 



There are inftances of Englifhmen, whoi 
T^hile on their travels, flioclc foreigners 
by an oftentatious preference of E^ngland to 
all the reft of the world, and ridicule the 
manners, cuftomsi and opinions of every 
other nation ; yet on their return" tt> their 
own country, immediately aflume foreign 
manners, and continue during the remainder 
of their lives to exprefs the higheft con- 
tempt for every thing that is Ehglifh. . 

I hope he will entirely avoid fuch perverfe 
and ridiculous afFedation. 

The tafte for letters which he has ac- 
quired at the uniVerfuy, I dare fay will not 
be diminifhed on claflic ground, or his 
mind be diverted, by a frivolous enthufiafra 
for mulic, or any other paflion, from the 

manly 
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Ihanly ftiidies and purfuits which become 
an EngUffli^ gentleman. 

r ' * 

^^ As he regards the confidence of his 
friends, the prefervation of his charaftefi 
and the Uanquillity of his mind, let no ex- 
ample* however high, lead him into the 
practice of deep play. By avoiding gaming; 

he will* (e^ure .one kind of independence, 

• #•»■'■ 

and at ttie fame time keep poffeffion,. of 
another,^ by Itontinuing the habit of ftudy, 
till the acquiiition of knowledge has become 
one of his nioft pleafing amufements. — Un- 
like thole wretched mortals, who, to drag 
through the dreary hours of life, are con- 
tinually obliged to have recourfe to the 
affiftance of others, this fortunate turn of 
mind will add to his own happinefs, while 
it renders him more ufeful to, and lefs de- 
pendent on, fociety. 

The preceding fermon, if you think pro- 
per^ you may deliver to the young traveller, 
with my beft wiflies. 

2 Having 



